Burmah Road Gospel Hall
26. Aug. 2012


Series on The Doctrine of the Church.
Recapitulation:

Pt. I – The Universal Church.
Pt. II – The Local Church
A. The Place Name of the Church. 
B. The People in the Church. 
C. The Personnel in the Church – Phil. 1:1
D. IT IS SELF-SUPPORTING
1.  In Personnel Resources. I Cor. ch. 12.
a. The Recognition of the Church Members
b. The Utilisation of the Church Members.
c. The Co-operation of  the Church Members. 
2.  In Financial Resources.

a. The Supply of Self-Sufficient Funds.

b. The Source and Supply of Funds.

E. IT IS SELF-PROPAGATING
1.  Through Expansion - A Growing Church
2. Through Extension - A Going Church.
a. With a Sense of Vision.  
I Cor. 9:19-23; cf. Pro. 29:18
b. With a Sense of Mission. 
I Cor. 9:16-18; Matt. 28:19, 20
c. With a Sense of Passion.
 I Cor. 9:19-22a cf. Jn. 4:35, 36
d. With a Sense of Action. 
I Cor. 9:22b, 23a

Conclusion: 
Responsibilities of being a full-fledged independent assembly:-
(1) Towards God: God-Glorifying, Christ-Centred, Spirit-Stimulating and Bible-Based.
(2) Towards Self: Self-supporting and Self-propagating, Self-governing
(3) Towards Subversives: Receive them not neither bid them God-speed.  II Cor. 11:12-15 cf. II Jn. 8-11

Acts 20:28-31
(4) Towards Others: reach out to.....
a. Sinners with the Gospel,  "by all means save some"

I Cor. 9:22
b. Sister-churches, in Consideration, Consultation and Communion (Fellowship);
c. Such as those who Call on the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ – Greetings and Salutations: 

"Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ” I Cor.1:3

The Doctrine of The Church. Part IV
The Problems of the Local Church in Corinth – Part 1
(cf. Acts 18:1, 8, 11)
1.   Paul’s Appeal for Unity in the Church.
I Cor. 1:10-30 

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment (purpose, NRSV)
a. There were Petty Contentions (quarrels, NIV) among them.
1:11

b. There were Personal Cults among them.   
1:12ff

c. There was no interest in the Preaching of the Cross – it was foolishness.
1:17-25

d. They Professed to be Wise and opted out of God’s Calling for them.
1:24-29

i. They were Childish and Carnal: they still needed Milk and not Meat.
3:1-4

ii. They Chose their Ministers; they should know these were Complementary. 
3:5-9a


2.   Paul Argued for the Adoption of the Wisdom of the Word 

and not the Wisdom of the World. 
I Cor. Chs. 2-3
a. Preaching should not be with Excellent and Enticing words but with the Power of the Spirit.   2:1-5

i. The Spirit’s Wisdom vs. the World’s Wisdom. 
2:6-10

ii. God’s Wisdom vs. Man’s Wisdom.
2:11-14

iii. Have the Lord’s Mind, i.e. the Mind of Christ to learn all things.
2:15 cf. Phil. 2:5-8
b. Service is likened to the building of a Structure. 
3:9b-15

i. There is only one Foundation to build on – Jesus Christ, and Paul has laid it.
3:10a, 11

ii. There are only two Forms of Service Structure.
3:12

iii. It will be tested by Fire with two Results – one Rewarded 
and the other will suffer loss but will be saved.
3:13-15
c. Know these two Foundational Facts:
3:16-23

i. Ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
3:16, 17
ii. Ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.
3:18-23

[The Five Crowns
1. The Crown of Rejoicing or the Soul-winner’s Crown 
I Thes. 2:19, 20
2.  The Crown of Righteousness for loving His appearing.
II Tim. 4:8
3.  The Incorruptible Crown or  the Victor’s Crown for striving for mastery. 
I Cor. 9:25-27
4.  The Crown of Glory for feeding and being an example to the flock. 
I Pet. 5:2-4
5.  The Crown of Life or the Martyr’s Crown for being faithful unto death. 
Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2:10
Seven Privileges to Him that Overcometh
1. To eat of the Tree of Life.  
 Rev. 2:7
2.  Not hurt of the Second Death.   
2:11
3. Eat of the hidden manna and be given the white stone with a New Name. 
2:17
4. Be given the Morning Star and Authority over the nations. 
2:26-29
5. Be clothed in white raiment and confessed before the Father and the angels. 
3:5
6. Be made a pillar in the temple of God and given a new name.          
3:12
7. Sit with Christ in His throne.     
3:21]

3.  Paul was Appalled by their Tolerance of Incest in their midst.
I Cor. Ch. 5

a. They were Puffed up with their Inaction.
5:1, 2, 6

b. They did not use their collective Power to Incise the leaven.
 5:3-5

c. They needed to Purge out the Leaven Inside the Lump.
5:7, 8

d. They needed to Part company with those who are Immoral, Idolaters, etc.
5:9-13

4.  They Accused one Another in Court. 
I Cor. Ch. 6
a. Such accusations should be brought before the Court of Saints and not Sinners.
6:1-4

b. It was Shameful that these Surfaced – no one was prepared to Suffer wrong!
6:5-8

c. They were Sanctified; hence they need to behave like Saints and not Sinners.
6:9-11

d. Their bodies are the Spirit’s Dwelling – they will be Destroyed, if Defiled.   
6:12-20 cf. 3:17

5.  Paul’s Advice Re: Relationships. 
I Cor. Chs. 7-10

a. Re: Relationships between Male and Female. 
7:1-40

i. Between Man and Woman – touch not or get married!  
7:1-6

ii. Between Husband and Wife – defraud not 
7:2-6

iii. To the Unmarried – abide even as Paul, if not, better to marry than to burn.  
7:7-9

iv. To the Married – Stay married, or if parted, stay unmarried.
7:10, 11

v. To the Varied cases and the Virgin - Abide in the same calling wherein…called.  7:12-40 (20)

b. Re: Relationship between those who eat Meat offered to idols and those who do not
 – the Strong and the Weak.
8:1-13

i. The Strong must not Stumble the Weak.
8:13

ii. Meat commendeth us not to God: 



for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 
8:8

iii. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.
8:13

c. Re: Relationship between the Missionary and the Church Members.
I Cor. Ch. 9

i. A Missionary has needs like any other Man or woman.
9:1-10

ii. The Lord’s Servants minister to the Saints their Spiritual needs. 
9:1-14


They in turn are responsible for the material needs of the Lord’s Servants. 


iii. But Paul looked to God to Provide for his needs and made his Preaching free!
9:15-27

Because of the negative attitude of the members towards him.
(9:1-10)
d. Re: Relationships between Israel and God, and the Church and God.
I Cor. Ch. 10

i. The Example in Type set for Teaching the Church.
10:1-10

· God Provided for Israel.
10:1-4
· God was not Pleased with many/some of them. 
10:5-10a
· God sent the Destroyer to Punish them. 
10:10b
ii. The Exhortations.

10:16-33
· Re: Temptations – God is Faithful.
10:11-13
· Re: Israel’s Test – Flee Idolatry.
10:14, 15
· Re: the Table – Two Fellowships – Divine and the Devil’s.
10:16-22
· Re: Treatment of others – Be Free, but... 
10:23-33
· Consider the Conscience of others.
10:23-30
· Do all to the Glory of God.
10:31-33

6.  The Public Participation of the Local Church.
I Cor. Chs. 11-14


The phrase “come together” occurs 7 times in this section, viz. 11:17, 18, 20, 33, 34; 14:23, 26 

· Chapters 11 and 14 – The Attestation to the Two Principles and Practices for a Public Gathering for Obedience (the Principles) and Observance (Practices).

· Chapter 12 – The Administration of Gifts to members, their Roles and the Rules that Govern their use. 

· Chapter 13 – The Affection (Love) that marks All Attitudes and Activities related to one Another. 
a. The Principle and Practice of Headships in a Church Gathering.
I Cor. Chap. 11


Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered? 
11:13


Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 14:34


I do not permit a woman to teach or  to have authority over a man; she must be silent. (NIV
 I Tim. 2:12
b. The Principle and Practice of Orderliness in a Church Gathering.
I Cor. 14:40


Let all things be done decently and in order.
i. At the Remembrance Feast.
I Cor. 11:20-34

· Take, eat: this is My Body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
11:24

· This cup is…My Blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
11:25

· Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
11:28

ii. At the Reverence of God.
I Cor. 14

· Let all things be done unto edifying.
14:26

· if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; 
and let him speak to himself, and to God. 
11:28

· Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.
14:29

· Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak;
14:34

· If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
14:37-40
7.  The Proclamation of the Local Church.
I Cor. 15

a. The Gospel of Grace.
15:1-11

b. The Resurrection of Christ.
15:12-28

c. The Raising of the dead body.
15:29-50

d. The Victory over Death.
15:51-57

e. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
15:58
8.  Paul’s Personal Salutations to the Local Church.
I Cor. 16

a. The Church’s Collection for the Saints.

16:1-8

b. The Church’s Concern for the Servants of the Lord – Timothy (10), Apollos (12), 

c. Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus: (17), 

16:9-18

The Conclusion: the Churches’ and Paul’s final Salutations.

16:19-24

AND NOW MAY
"THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE LOVE OF GOD,
AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WTH YOU ALL.  AMEN." 

II Cor. 13:14
