Burmah Road Gospel Hall

CNY Message:
Wiping out the Old and Welcoming in the New
Feb. 6, 2011.
    Exo. 12:2; II Kgs. 23:1-28 (21-23); II Chr. 35:1-19 (17, 18)
Text: This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Exo. 12:2

I. Wiping Out the Old and welcoming the New in Egypt – The Feasts.
A. THE NECESSARY BACKGROUND
Israel in Slavery in Egypt.
1. The Condition for the People.

Exo. 5:1 - no celebration of Yahweh's Feasts in Egypt. 

a. The Lord’s Command to hold the Feast unto Him.
Exo. 5:1
Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let My people go, that they may hold a feast unto Me in the wilderness.

b. The Lord’s Condition for Israel to keep the Feast:
Exo. 10:9

We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD.

2. The Compromises suggested by Pharaoh.
Exo. 
a. "Sacrifice in the land (Egypt)". 
8:25

To have used cows or sheep in sacrifice (an abomination to the Egyptians, who considered some animals sacred, cf. Gen. 46:34) would have incited rioting.

b. "Only ye shall not go far away.”
8:28

c. "Go now ye that are men" but…
10:8-11
i.e. No! Have only the men go…, NIV

3. The Concluding Plague.

Exo. 11:1 cf. 12:31-33

Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether
B. THE NEW BEGINNING


Israel Set to leave Egypt.
1. The Change in the Calendar.
Exo 12:.2

a. Abib (Nisan) 
- the 7th mth. in the Civil Calendar became the 1st mth. in the Religious Calendar.

(Mar-Apr)
in the month Abib thou camest out from Egypt.
Exo. 34:18 cf. 13:4; 23:15; Deut. 16:1

b. Tishri (Tishritu) 
- the 1st mth. in the Civil New Year (the 7th mth. in the Religious Calendar.)

(Sept-Oct)
	Month Order
	Numbered Month
	Babylonian Name
	Jewish Name
	Canaanite Name
	Gregorian Months

	1
	Seventh
	Tishritu
	Tishri
	Ethanim
	September–October

	2
	Eighth
	Arahsamnu
	Heshvan/Macheshvan
	Bul
	October–November

	3
	Ninth
	Kislimu
	Kislev
	
	November–December

	4
	Tenth
	Tebetu
	Tevet
	
	December–January

	5
	Eleventh
	Shabatu
	Shevat
	Tsakh
	January–February

	6
	Twelfth
	Addaru
	Adar
	
	February–March

	7
	First
	Nisanu
	Nisan
	Abib
	March–April

	8
	Second
	Aianu
	Iyyar
	Ziv
	April–May

	9
	Third
	Simanu
	Sivan
	
	May–June

	10
	Fourth
	Duzu
	Tammuz
	
	June–July

	11
	Fifth
	Abu
	Av
	
	July–August

	12
	Sixth
	Ululu
	Elul
	
	August–September


From: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tishri-years
2. The Commencement of the Change meant…  (Spiritually)
a. The "Blotting out" of the last 6 months 
- the old life before Conversion.

b. The Beginning of the next 12 months     
- the new life in Christ.

c. The Base of the `New Year'            
- the Passover Lamb
Exo. 12:2, 3
d. The Basis of Communion/Relationship  
- the Blood of the Lamb.
Exo. 12:13
3. The Challenge to the Christian.
Phil. 3:13, 14

a. To the Backslidden: Blot out the Failures of the Past - forgetting those things which are behind
b. To the Uncommitted: Begin the Future with the Present - this one thing I do
c. To the Faithful: Be pressing Faithfully on toward the Prize - 

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
A  Blessed Chinese New Year (2011) To All Chinese Brethren
C. THE NAMED FEASTS AND THEIR BASE.

1. The Proclamation of the Feasts.
Lev. 23

a. The Proclamation of the Feasts.



vv.1, 2, 4-44

	Ref
	The Feasts
	|The Observance
	Duration
	Remarks

	 v. 5
	Passover
	1st mth. 14th day 
	1 day
	

	 6-8 
	Unleavened Bread 
	1st mth. 15th day
	7 days
	

	 9-11
	Firstfruits
	Morrow after 1st Sab.


	1 day 
	when in the land

	15-22 
	Weeks
	Morrow after 7th Sab.
	1 day
	

	23-25
	Trumpets
	7th mth. 1st day
	1 day 
	New Year's Day.

	26-32 
	Atonement
	7th mth. 10th day
	1 day 
	cf. Year of Jubilee

	33-44
	Tabernacles
	7th mth. 15th day
	|8 days
	


b. A Proposed significance of the Feasts.

e.g. I Cor. 5:7, 8
i. A Pictorial Record of the Christian Life from Conversion to Coronation.
e.g. I Jn. 3:2
ii. A Personal Record of the Christ from the Cross to the Crown.

e.g. I Pet. 1:10, 11
iii. A Prophetical Record of the Course of time from the Cross to the Consummation.
e.g. I Cor. 15:23ff
2. The Place of the Passover Feast  –

Lev. 23:3

a. The Foundation of the Feasts.

23:5

b. The Followed Order of the Feasts - in their seasons
23:4
c. The First Observation of the Passover for the Jews.
Lev. 23:5; Exo. 12
i. The Passover Introduced.

· It Commemorated the Final plague in Egypt.
Exo. 11:1 

· The Egyptian firstborn Smitten dead while those of the Israelites Spared 

because of the blood of the lamb Smeared on their door posts.
Ex. 12:11, 21, 27, 43, 48
· It Celebrated the Freedom from slavery in Egypt.
} Exo. 12:15-20; 34:18
· It Continued with the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
} cf. II Chr. 35:17;
Note: Passover sometimes referred to as Unleavened Bread.
Mt. 26:17
ii. The Passover Instituted.
· The Lamb Chosen on the 10th day of the first month of the new year.
Exo. 12: 3
· The Lamb Cut off from the Company of others on the 14th day.
Exo. 12:6
· The Lamb Consumed in the evening:
Exo.12:6
None of the animal was to be left over to the following morning.
Ex. 34:25
· The Time.
· "in the evening", lit. between two evenings.
Exo. 12:6 (mar).  cf. Lev. 23:32
· in contrast to the morning, cf. Exo. 30:7, 8 i.e. at the time of the sun setting.

Deut. 16: 6
· The Type.

· Passover Feast observed "at even", i.e. between the two evenings.

Lev. 23:5, 6

· Passover Fulfilled in Christ.

I Cor. 5: 7
· The Terms:

The uncircumcised and the hired servant were not permitted to eat the sacrifice. 
Ex. 12:45-49

The Passover was also called the feast of unleavened bread 
Ex. 23:15; Deut. 16:16 because only unleavened bread was eaten during the seven days immediately following Passover 



Ex. 12:15-20; 13:6-8; Deut. 16:3-8
· The LAMB Crucified in the evening.

· Jesus Crucified at Gogoltha in the third hour (9.00am) 

Mk.15:25

· Darkness Covered the earth about the sixth hour… until the ninth hour. (12n. to 3pm).   Lk. 23:44
· Jesus Committed His Spirit to His Father about the 9th hour (3pm)  
Lk. 23:46 cf. 44, NIV
Thus, the PASSOVER LAMB OF GOD died at Passover time.
II. Wiping Out the Old and welcoming in the New in Gilgal 

 – The Forward March
Josh. 5:9
This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.

A. The Renewal of The Passover under Joshua.
1. The Necessary Crossings:

a. Crossing the Red Sea after 400 years of Slavery in Egypt.
b. Crossing the Wilderness for 40 years for the Rebels to Wilt away.

c. Crossing over River Jordan to a new life ahead through Warfare.

2. The New Commencement at Gilgal.  They encamped in Gilgal

4:19

a. Looking back, the Jordan waters flowed back, overflowing its banks.
4:18
The people had overcome the Turbulent Waters of Jericho.
b. Looking forward, a new panorama spread before the people.
4:19

The People were now facing the Threatening Walls of Jericho.
3. The New Commitment: The Rite of Circumcision Revived.
Josh. 5:2-8

a. The Necessity:

i. The Circumcised males had died in the wilderness.
5:6, 7

ii. The Covenant relationship must be revived among surviving males.
Gen. 17:9-14
b. The Need

i. Their Reproach had Rolled away. (Gilgal = rolling)
5:9

Past Failures Forgiven and Forgotten. 
5: 9

ii. Their Relationship Righted with God.
5:9
iii. The Ritual of Passover Renewed.
Josh. 5:10-12


Passover Feast observed for First time in the land.
5:10

· A Reminder of Redemption by blood. 

[Kept only the 3rd time; the second was at its 1st anniversary, Num .9:4, 5]

· Two Rituals of Circumcision and the Passover merged at Gilgal. 


Cf. The 2 Ordinances.

· A Refreshing diet for the nation – fruit of the land took the pace of manna and corn.
5:11, 12

Promising Foretaste of the Fruit of the Land.

5.12

· For the nation – a new life had begun: manna giving place to fruit, milk, honey and corn;

· No more wandering in the desert, but a life of challenges ahead.

Conflicts and Conquests Ahead!
4. The New Challenge:




a. The Conquest of Jericho and other cities.
5:13 cf. 24:11-13

b. The Captain of Jehovah
5:14

i. The Revelation and Recognition of and Reverence for a new Commander.
Josh. 5:13-15
ii. He Appeared not as an Ally, but as an Authorised Commander-in-Chief.
5:14a
iii. Joshua Surrendered to His Sovereign Command and became His Servant
5:14b, 15
III. Wiping Out the Old and welcoming in the New in Jerusalem 

 – THE FORGOTTEN BOOK
B. The Revival of the Passover under Josiah.
II Kgs. 23:21-23; II Chr. 35:1-19
1. Josiah’s Reign in Righteousness

II Kgs. 22:1, 2

2. Repair of the Temple - no Reckoning of accounts because they dealt faithfully.  
II Kgs. 22:3-7

3. Recovery and Reading of the Book of the Covenant (Deut.?) 
II Kgs. 22:8-10

4. Josiah’s Repentance and Huldah’s prophecy of coming Retribution.
II Kgs. 22:11-20

5. Reading of the Law before all and Josiah’s Reforms:
II Kgs. Ch. 23.


6. Josiah’s Reign in Righteousness

II Kgs. 22:1, 2

7. Repair of the Temple - no Reckoning of accounts because they dealt faithfully.  
II Kgs. 22:3-7

8. Recovery and Reading of the Book of the Covenant (Deut.?) 
II Kgs. 22:8-10

9. Josiah’s Repentance and Huldah’s prophecy of coming Retribution.
II Kgs. 22:11-20

10. Reading of the Law before all and Josiah’s Reforms:
II Kgs. Ch. 23.


a. Josiah’s Covenant with God and Judah’s Commitment in the Covenant.
23:1-3

b. Jerusalem’s and surrounding Cities’ idolatry brought down.
23:4-14, 19

c. Jeroboam’s Altar and all Contaminations removed.
23:15-20

d. Josiah’s Command to Celebrate the Passover.
23:21, 22-23

Surely there was not holden such a passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, 
nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;

Was there no observation of the Passover from Judges to Josiah?
23:22

Was there no greater celebration of the Passover since the Judges?
23:23 cf. II Chr. 35:18

i. The Reinstatement of the Passover:

II Chr. 35

ii. It was based on the Requirements Enacted in the original Covenant.
Cf. II Chr. 35:6

iii. It was based on Repentance from the past and Commitment to Reforms.

iv. It was based on Redemption from Egypt to be Commemorated Regularly.

v. Conclusion: The Reforms for 2011…
· Start with the Lord’s Supper, a Picture of the Passover.  Focus on Christ, our Passover

· Pass over the Past and Renew for the Future.

· Resolve Reforms for 2011and live a life after the Red Sea, after River Jordan!

But no Return to Egypt through the Red Sea.
Num. 14:25, NIV

A Fulfilling and Fruitful and Blessed and Bountiful Chinese New Year to All Concerned.
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