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Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre 
The Problems of the Local Church in Corinth
Chs. 11-14: Participation in a Public Gathering
Ch. 11:3-16: The Problem of Headdress in Recognition of His Headship  

 Pt. I 
– The Context of the Text (Cont’d)
 Pt. II
– The Challenges to the Text
Pt. III
– 11:17-34: The Problem of Holiness in Recognition of His Lordship
Recapitulation:
The Problems in Public Participation

The Problem of Headdress in Recognition of Headship.
I Cor.  11:3-16

Every man…having his head covered, dishonoureth his head…

Every woman…with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head…
11:4, 5

Order Founded on:
  11:3, NIV



Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the Head of Christ is God.  
The Reasons and Rationale behind the Instructions 
 Based on the Principle of Divine Headship and Hierarchy. 
I Cor. 11:3
1. For the Man: He ought not to Cover: 
·  he is the image and glory of God 
(11:7; Gen.1:27)
·  the man is not of the woman       
(11:8; Gen. 2:22) 
·  neither was the man created for the woman;
(11:9a; Gen. 2:18)
· Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?
(11:14, 15; Gen. 2:25)

2. 
For the Woman: She ought to Cover: 
·  the woman is the glory of the man
11:7b 
·  the woman of [from] the man 
11:8b 
·  and [created] for the man 
11:9b
·  and because of the angels. 
11:10 cf. Eph. 3:10
·  if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her for her hair is given her for a covering.  11:15
3. 
For the Man and Woman: 
11:11, 12
Both are not without the other, 
and one is of and by the other.   
Cp. Gen. 3:23-25; Genesis 2:21-25
C.  The Refusal and the Repercussion of non-compliance
· For the Man: He dishonours his Head.
· Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his Head. (11:4)

· For the Woman: She dishonours her head. (11:5, 6) And it is Shameful (11:6b)
· But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven… but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn (lit. = shear i.e. with scissors) or shaven (with razor), let her be covered.
· Also it is a shame for women to speak in the church. (14:35 cp. I Tim. 2:12-14)
· SHAME

Aischyne.  
Only in I Cor. 11:6; 14:35 [re:woman]
· From root (aischynomai) = disfigurement, i.e. disgrace
· Translated in KJV (shame5); dishonesty (1) = 6
· Atimia = a-time 
I Cor. 11:14 [re: man]
· From root = a = negative +  tino = a value, 
    i.e. money paid, valuables; by analogy esteem (esp. of the highest degree or dignity; honour, precious, price
· Translated in KJV (honour 35); price (8); sum (1); precious (1) = 43
Current Challenges: 
Exegesis = Exposition of text from Context 
Eisegesis = Explanation from outside Context.
1.  Does “head” (Gk. kephale) mean source/origin?
The head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; nd the head of Christ is God. 

(11:3) 

Ct. Thus we say that the kephale of man is Christ, because he was excellently made through him, and the kephale of woman is man, because she was taken from his flesh, and the kephale of Christ is God, because he is from him according to nature” – Cyril of Alexandria.  

[See Jud.10:18; 11:8, 11, LXX]
Can God be the Source/Origin of Christ? 
2. 
Does the Order of Headship mean the Superiority or Inferiority of one party over the other?
Consider the Rights, Roles, Responsibilities and Relationships in the Godhead:
Jesus being in very nature God did not consider equality with God (Rights), something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness and being found in appearance as a man, (Role) He humbled Himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! (Responsibility).
Phi. 2:5-8, NIV

The Relationship: I and My Father are one. 
Jn. 10:30
The Rights, Roles, Responsibilities and Relationship in the Godhead:
The Rights, Roles, Responsibilities Between Christ, the Man and the Woman.
a. Their Rights. 
Jn. 1:12; Heb. 2:11; Gal. 3:28
b. Their Representation and Roles, 
Eph. 5:23ff 
c. Their Responsibilities.  
Eph. 5:22, 24, 25; I Cor. 11:4, 7; 14:33b, 34a; I Tim. 2:8, 12
d. The Reasons: 
I Cor. 11:8, 9; I Tim. 2:13, 14
e. The Relationship:  See #c above.  as unto the Lord… as Christ, cf. Eph. 5:28 
3.  Does anēr mean husband and gynē mean wife?
For the husband (anēr) is the head of the wife (gynē), even as Christ is the head of the church. 



Eph. 5:23)

ESV
 …the head of every man (anēr) is Christ,   
11:3 
 
 the head of a wife (gynē) is her husband (anēr) 
11:7
  
For a man ought not to cover his head,

  
…but woman is the glory of man. 

GNT
  …Christ is supreme over every man, the husband is supreme over his wife… 

 
 …For a man ought not to cover his head but woman reflects the glory of man. 
a) No Consistency in the translation – v. 3 cf. v. 7
b) The Context is when ye come together/the church.
c) It Construes no sense in vv. 4 and 5
d)   Long hair  Covers all women (v. 15), not wives only.
4. There is no need for a woman to cover if she does not prophesy or pray.
But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: 
for that is even all one as if she were shaven.
I Cor. 11:5

Ct. Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak;
…for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.  
I Cor. 14:34a, 35b 
But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 


I Tim. 2:12

Cf. Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head.  11:4

Does a man cover his head when not praying…?
5.  Long hair is equivalent to a covering.
For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame 
for a woman to be shorn  or shaven, let her be covered.
11:6

Covered in 11:6 and 11:4-14 is katakalupto – a Veil.
But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her:   for her hair is given her for a covering.  11:15

Covering in 11:15 is peribolaion 
       –  a Vesture. 

As Heb. 1:12
Can a woman shear or shave her hair when she has no covering (long hair) in 11:6?
6. 
Did not Jesus have long hair?
Was He not a Nazarite?
The Reproach of a Nazarite –  
Num. 6:2, 3, 5, 6      He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine…any liquor of grapes…there shall no razor come upon his head… he shall come at no dead body.
Was Jesus a Nazarite?  
He…dwelt in a city called Nazareth… He shall be called a Nazarene.
Mt. 2:23

The scribes and Pharisees…said …How is it that He …drinketh with publicans and sinners? 
Mk. 2:16
Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out…Lk. 7:12
7. Were they to Conform to the Honourable Cultural Customs then? 
Notes from the Life Application Study Bible:
We need to read it in the context of the situation in Corinth…seemingly insignificant…For a woman to uncover her head in public was a sign of loose morals…Greek women were used to worshipping without head coverings…Paul told the women who were not wearing head coverings to wear them; not because it was a scriptural command. But it kept the congregation from dividing over a petty issue that served only to take people’s minds off Christ.
7. 
Were they to Conform to the Honourable Cultural Customs then?
Notes from the Life Application Study Bible:
11:14, 15 – Paul is saying that believers should look and behave in ways that are honourable within their own cultures. In many cultures long hair on men is considered appropriate and masculine. In Corinth, it was thought to be a sign of sexual perversion. And women with short hair were labelled prostitutes. Paul was saying that in the Corinthian culture, women should keep their long hair…The issue is similar with head coverings, considered a sign of rebellion in Jewish culture.
7. 
Were they to Conform to the Honourable Cultural Customs then?
Notes from the Life Application Study Bible:
I Tim. 2:12 ct. 2:13, 14
Paul himself acknowledged that women publicly prayed and prophesied (I Cor. 11:5). Apparently, however, the women in the Ephesian church were abusing their newly acquired Christian freedom. Because these women were new converts and uneducated , they did not have the necessary experience in knowledge to teach those who already had extensive biblical education
. 
7. 
Were they to Conform to the Honourable Cultural Customs then?
The Concern: 
Corinthian men and women should uncover or cover their heads to Conform to honourable culture.
    
Contrast the good Current Customs then:
Greek Custom: Women commonly participated in 


religious ceremonies without headcoverings. 

Jewish Custom: Men put on a kippa. Women veil their heads in public.

Roman Custom: Male priests normally covered their  heads for ceremonies. 

Church Custom: Men uncovered their heads and Women covered them. 
(I Cor. 11:16)
8. 
Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? 

But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her.  
I Cor. 11:14, 15

· The head of Jesus was created by a production team which took into consideration medical, archaeological, geographical and artistic evidence from the time of Jesus.

· Roman: Men and Women
9. 
Were they only Corinthian Concerns?

10. Was Paul a misogynist? 
a) 
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth…with all  that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours. 
(1:2)

b) 
And so ordain I in all churches. 
(7:17)

c) 
…we have no such custom, neither the churches of God. 
(11:16)

d) 
as in all churches of the saints.  Let your women keep silence in the churches:(14:33, 34)

e) 
as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 
(16:1)
f)  
The churches of Asia salute you. 
(16:19)
Next Lord’s Day (Aug. 31, 2014), DV
The Problems of Public Participation in a Local Church Gathering - 
I Cor. Chs. 11-14
Pt. I - The Problem of Headdress in  Recognition of Headship.
A.
The Context of I Cor. 11:3-16
B.
The Challenges to I Cor. 11:3-16
Pt. II - 
The Problems of Holiness and Remembrance at the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:17-34   
· For those interested in…
· Viewing the Powerpoint Presentation again;
· Listening to the Study again
· And/Or Want a full Outline of the Study,
·  Please visit: www.berita-bethel-ung.com
