Bidor Gospel Centre.

The Old Paths

By KC Ung

20th May (Friday) 
– Returning to the Old Path of Biblical Scholarship

21st May (Saturday)
– Returning to the Old Path of Biblical Headship – Part 1

22nd May (Sunday)
– Returning to the Old Path of Biblical Headship – Part 2

22nd May (Sunday)
– Returning to the Old Path of Biblical Worship
Study 4:

Returning to the Old Path of Biblical Worship
Introduction. 
A. Preliminary Notes on Worship



1) Confusion regarding worship: 
2) Conditions for Worship: [Refer to Leviticus the Manual on Worship]
Lev. 1:2

3) Clarifications on Worship: 


Note therefore that approaching God to Worship Him is…
Lev. 1:1-4 cf. Rom. 12:1, 2
a) To bring Him an offering, not coming to ask Him for Blessing.
Cp. Deut. 16:16; Rom. 12:1 

b) Voluntary.
Lev. 1:3; Rom. 12:1 
c) Compulsory. 
Lev. 1:3; Rom. 12:1
d) Based on the Ability to offer… of his cattle (1:2), of his flock (1:10), of his fowls (1:14).
Cf. Deut. 16:17
e) Needing Identity with the offering.
Lev. 1:4
f) Requiring Sanctity.
Lev. 1:4 f. Exo. 40:32; Rom. 12:2
g) Acceptability.
Lev. 1:4 cf.  Eph. 1:6; Rom. 12:2
B. The “Prostrate” Posture of Worship



1. Worship in the Old Testament. 
Worship is shachah (Heb.) = to depress, i.e. prostrate.
Strong

1st. occ. in KJV: I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.
Gen. 22:5 cf. 18:2

2. Worship in the New Testament.
Worship is proskuneo (Gk.) = to crouch, i.e. prostrate.
Strong

1st. occ. In KJV: we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
Mt. 2:2

3. Thus, Worship in Scripture is:
a. To Bow in Homage to royalty or God.
Strong

b. To Bend down Humbly, i.e. fall down (flat)…do obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop.
Strong

Gen. 18:2 [shachah 1st. occ.]; 19:1; Mt. 2:11 [proskuneo, cf. 2:2]
· The Posture of Worship is ever one of Reverence, and not of Revelry! (rose up to play) 
Exo. 34:8 ct. 32:6

C. The Purpose of Worship

1. To Adore the Attributes of the Lord – Who He is.
+Psa. 103:1; *Exo. 34:6
Cf. Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou art, how great thou art!
2. To Appreciate the Acts of the Lord – What He does.
+Psa. 103:2; *Exo. 34:7
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works Thy hand hath made.

3. To Appear before Him with Heads, Hands and Hearts Filled Full ready to Adore Him.
Cf. Psa. 45:1



Deut. 16:16; *Exo. 34:8; Mt. 2:11
· The Purpose of Worship is to bring Pleasure to God, and not to Please ourselves.

Note: 
+ The Psalmist’s call to his soul (spirit?) to bless the Lord’s Attributes and Acts in Worship.


* The Lord’s Proclamation of His Attributes and Acts leading Moses to the Act of Worship.

D. The Prerequisites of Worship.

Jn. 4:20-24
1. The Worship of the Samaritans: it was local and Physical and it would Pass away.

Woman…the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.
· We do not need an Atmosphere and the Ambience of a place to worship.

2. The Worship of the Jews: it was ceremonial, pointing to Salvation through the Shadows.
Jn. 4:22

 [OT rituals and ceremonies] serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things…
Heb. 8:5; 10:1

· Rites and Rituals of O.T. Approach to worship God have given place to the Rights of direct Access in the N.T.

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.
Heb. 10:19-22

· Principles of Tabernacle Worship were Shadows Pointing to the Substance in New Testament Worship:

a. The Purpose of the Tabernacle – God dwelling in the midst of His people.
Exo. 25:8 cf. Mt. 18:20
b. The Presence of God’s Glory in the Tabernacle – pillar of cloud/fire.
Exo. 40:34, 35, 38 cf. Rev. 5:6, 9
c. The People’s Reverence for Worship in the Tabernacle. Exo. 24:1 ct. Heb. 4:16; 10:22; Lev. 16:2 ct. Heb. 9:11f 
d. The Purity for Tabernacle Service –Priests had to wash their hands and feet first.
Exo. 40:30-32 cf. I Cor. 11:28

· But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship  
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
Jn. 4:23
3. Thus, the Worship of Christians: it is Spiritual, the Substance has taken over from the Shadows.

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
· Worship of God today needs no assistance from human or angelic intermediation; material or physical instruments to create an ambience; or ceremonial rituals to point to a reality that is already here!

However, OT practices used as Shadows to teach God’s people to worship still point to the principles that need to be observed in the Spiritual Substance of Worship. 
There is still need for…

E. The Preparation for Worship.
1. Abraham Prepared for Worship. [1st occ. of worship in the O.T. in KJV]
Gen. 22:3-6
2. The Magi Prepared for Worship. [1st occ. of worship in the N.T. in KJV]
Mt. 2:1, 11

3. The Sinner in Simon’s house was Prepared for Worship, but Simon was not!
Lk. 7:44-46
4. Mary was Prepared for Worship.

5. We too need to Prepare ourselves for Worship.

a. Worship comes from time spent in His Presence.
Psa. 46:10

b. Worship comes from knowing His Person:
Psa. 100:3, 4

c. Worship springs from experiencing His Power in our lives.
Eph. 1:19-23

· Thus, to Worship is to be Prepared with Presents for Him. 
Cf. Deut. 16:16


Worship is giving unto the Lord and bringing pleasure to Him, not mere receiving from Him!

F. [Know the Person to Worship.

1. The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
​Jn. 4:23
They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Jn. 4:24
2. ​John was not Allowed to worship an Angel, he must worship only God.
Rev. 19:10; 22:9

3. The Magi fell down, and worshipped Him [Jesus], though Mary was there.
Mt. 2:11

4. At the Lord’s Supper, we are to Remember Him; thus, leading us to Revere (worship) Him.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

The dearest idol I have known, Whate’er that idol be


Help me to tear it from Thy throne, And worship only Thee.
W. Cowper]
G. 
To Put a Difference between Worship and the Lord’s Supper

1. The Concept of the Lord’s Supper – is it a Worship Service?

a. The Lord’s Supper is a Commission given to the Church by the Lord personally.
I Cor. 11:23

b. The early Church observed it on a regular basis – first day of the week?
Acts 2:42; 20:7 cf. I Cor. 16:1
c. The Command is to Remember Him in His death, burial, resurrection and coming again.
I Cor. 11:24-26

Such a Remembrance will inevitably lead to a Reverence; the Reverse may not be true!

d. It is a Communion of saints in the participation of the symbols of bread and cup.
I Cor. 10:16, 17

e. It requires a Close self-examination of one’s self before participation.
I Cor. 11:28 cf. Mt. 5:23, 24
f. Unworthy participation will be Chastised.
I Cor. 11:29-32

g. It is a Celebration (show, proclaim) and a Memorial (remember) Service.
I Cor. 11:26

· Note: No such conditions are laid down for any “worship” service!
2. What is the Context in the observation of the Lord’s Supper?  
I Cor. Chs. 11-14
a. The Recognition of God’s Headship and Appointed Headships.
I Cor. 11:3, 4-16; 14:34, 35
b. The Responsibility of Spiritual Gifts and Open Opportunities for participation.
I Cor. 12:1-31

c. The Requirement for Love to Govern all relationships and activities.
I Cor. 13:1-13

d. The “Rules” of a Spirit-led orderly Gathering that edify the church.
I Cor. 14:1-40

3. Ten Practical Pointers in Participation at the Lord’s Supper from 
         I Cor. Ch. 14
a. Speak clearly, intelligibly, distinctly and audibly that all may understand.
14:1-3, 6-13
b. Edify the Saints, not Self. Participant represents the church, not self.
14:4, 5
c. Speak, Sing, etc, in the Spirit and with understanding.
14:14, 15
d. Agree to Say Amen with the one participating.
14:16, 17
e. Participate not for Self-Satisfaction
14:18, 19
f. Let all Take their Turn.

14:20-26
g. Do not monopolies or regularlise. 
14:27-31
h. Speakers should be Subject to one another in the Spirit.
14:32, 33a
i. Sisters to be Silent owning the Headship of the Lord in the Church.
14:33b-36
j. Do all things Decently and in order for the Glory of God as unto the Lord. 
14:38-40
k. Conclusion: 
Let us Return to the Old Paths of Biblical Worship.
Church of the living God, Pillar and ground of truth,
Keep the old paths the fathers trod In thy illumined youth.

Lo, in thy bosom lies The touchstone for the age;
Seducing error shrinks and dies At light from yonder page.
Woe to the hands that dare, By lust of power enticed
To mingle with the doctrine there The frauds of Antichrist.

Once to the saints was giv’n All blessèd Gospel lore;
There, written down in words from Heav’n, Thou hast it evermore.
Fear not, though doubts abound, And scoffing tongues deride;
Love of God’s Word finds surer ground When to the utmost tried.

Toil at thy sacred text; More fruitful grows the field;
Each generation to the next Prepares a richer yield.
God’s Spirit in the Church, Still lives unspent, untired,
Inspiring hearts that fain would search The truths Himself inspired.

Move, Holy Ghost, with might Amongst us as of old;
Dispel the falsehood, and unite In true faith and true fold.

 Ar​thur J. Ma​son  

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/c/h/u/churotlg.htm 
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