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Consider the wondrous works of God
Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. Job 37:14
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Study 1
– God’s Dialogue with Job: His Wondrous Works in Creation
Job ch. 38:1-38

Study 2 – God’s Dialogue with Job: His Wondrous Works in Caring for His Creatures.
Job 38:39-39:30

Study 3 – Yahweh’s Dialogue with Job Continued – 



Yahweh’s Two Special Creatures 
Job 40:1-41:34          The Epilogue –
             

Job’s Confession and Conclusion
Job 42:1-17 (12) 
I. Yahweh’s Questions with regard to His Creation.
Job 38:4-38
II. Yahweh’s Questions with regard to His Caring for His Creatures.
Job 38:39-39:30
A. Could Job Conserve food for the Lions ... the Ravens?


B. Would Job know …
39:1-30
III. 
Yahweh’s Questions with regard to His two Special Creatures 
Job 40:1-42:6

A. Yahweh’s Continued Questioning Job.
40:1-14

1. God’s Challenge as if in Court - contend
40:1, 2 as 38:2, 3

a. First a Rebuke: Shall he that Contendeth with the Almighty instruct Him?
40:2a cf. 9:3; 10:2, NIV
b. Then a Reproving Challenge: he that reproveth God, let him answer it.
40:2b
2. Job’s Confession:
40:3-5
a. His Self-realisation: Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee?
40:4a ct. 31:37
b. He had Spoken once, twice; but now he would be Silent and he would be Still.
40:4b-5 ct. 37:14
3. Yahweh’s second Confrontation: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me.
40:6, 7-14 cf. 38:3
a. Yahweh’s Challenge repeated in His 2nd speech.
40:6, 7 -13 cf. 38:1-3
Contrast Job’s last words and Challenge to Yahweh.
31:35-40

i. Was Job’s Indictment of Yahweh an affront to His Integrity and Injustice?
40:8

Would Job condemn Yahweh to justify himself?
Cf. 9:20a; 10:2; 15:6; 32:3; 40:8
ii.  Yahweh’s Inquiry and Imperatives to Job.
40:9-13, NRSV

b. Yahweh’s “Condescending Confession” stated or 

Yahweh’s Ironical admission of Job’s Independence to save himself if he could do the above  40:14

But could Job? For instance could he tame these two creatures: the behemoth and the leviathan?
B. God’s special Creatures Described – The Behemoth and the Leviathan
40:15-24;  41:1-34

1. Are they Biblical? – occurrences of the two in Scripture:

a. The Behemoth:
Job 40:15-24

The beasts (behemah) of the field cry also unto thee. 
Joel 1:18, 20
b. The Leviathan:
Job 41:1-34
i. those who are skilled to rouse up Leviathan. 
Job 3:8
ii. Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook…
Job 41:1ff

iii. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces…
Psa. 74:14


iv. there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.
Psa. 104:24-26
v. In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. 


Isa. 27:1 
2. Were they mythological?
Isa. 27:1, NRSV, NIV
3. Were they historical?


a. The Behemoth:

i. God asked Job to Consider it: Look at Behemoth
40:15a,

ii. God Created the behemoth just as I made you.
40:15b, 19

iii. It was Categorised alongside 12 ordinary animals as goats, eagles, and hawks, etc.
38:39-39:30

iv. It Conducted itself as the other earthly Creatures, having their Characteristics.
40:20-24, 16-18
v. The word behemah is Called, and translated as, wild animals in 
Joel 1:18, 20
· The Core verse to Consider: He makes his tail stiff like a cedar
Job 40:17a, RSV
· The Cedar: its height or its strength and size; vertical or horizontal?

· The Comparisons: it cannot fit the elephant  or the hippotamus, or (cp. also 40:24)

· The Conclusion: Could it be an elephant? A hippopotamus or A dinosaur?

[Visit http://www.biblebanner.com/ga_art/dayage/levithan.htm#top]
Conclusion: 
Behemoth was a large animal, now extinct, which had a large tail. 

Thus perhaps some type of extinct dinosaur.
Their fossilized remains were so immense and grand that shortly after their discovery Sir Richard Owen articulated the term "dinosaur" for a new order of animals in 1840 (deino = terrible; sauros = lizard).
b. The Leviathan:
Job 41:1-34


Though elsewhere mentioned in scripture as mythical 
3:8; Psa. 74:14; Isa. 27:1


It is also spoken as a created being.
Psa. 104:24, 26

[See Article by Steven J. Wallace, http://www.biblebanner.com/ga_art/dayage/levithan.htm]
i. It is Irrepressible when Approached: 
Job 41:1-11, NRSV

You cannot Catch it, Control it, Capture it, or Confront it.
ii. It is Inimitable in Appearance: 
Job 41:12-24

Consider its Parts (41:12-21), Power (41:22-24); Proportions (25-32)

iii. It is an Incomparable Animal: On earth it has no equal, a creature without fear. Job 41:33-34

Is it a crocodile?
CONCLUSION: 

There are three possible explanations as to the exact identity of the biblical creatures known as behemoth and leviathan: 
(1) they are unreal, mythological monsters; 

(2) they are real animals that exist somewhere in the world today; or 

(3) they are some kind of real, yet extinct creatures.
The biblical and scientific evidence makes it clear that the third choice is probably the only correct option. 
· Yet, sadly, as Henry Morris has observed:  

· Modern Bible scholars, for the most part, have become so conditioned to think in terms of the long ages of evolutionary geology that it never occurs to them that mankind once lived in the same world with the great animals that are now found only as fossils (1988, p. 115).  

Behemoth and Leviathan--Creatures of Controversy by Eric Lyons, M.Min 

C. Job’s Confession  - I understood not…I knew not
Job 42:1-6

1. He Acknowledged God’s All-Invincibility (in His Wondrous Works he had considered)
42:1, 2, NRSV
a. God’s Omnipotence: I know that You can do all things,

b. God’s Omniscience: and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

2. He Admitted his Inadequacy.
42:3
a. He Echoed God’s question:  Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Cf. 38:2

b. He Eschewed himself for questioning God.
c. He was Experiencing God afresh:
42:4, 5
i. He Repeated God’s challenge to Him – 
42:4 cf. 38:3; 40:7b
It was most Humbling; it was most Humiliating. He had to be Honest…
ii. Then he Related himself to God in a new way:
42:5
3. Therefore, he Abhorred his Iniquity and repented.
42:6 Cf. 2:8
THE EPILOGUE:
Job 42:7-17

From verse 7 onwards, the text reverts to the prose narrative as in chapters 1 and 2; 32:1-5

A. Yahweh’s Rebuke and demanded Retribution
Job 42:7-10

1. Yahweh Singled Eliphaz out with his two friends for not Speaking right about Him.
42:7
2. They had to bring a Sacrifice to Job for him to Supplicate on their behalf.
42:8, 9 cf. 1:5
3. Consider Job’s Status before Yahweh: 
a. He was Yahweh’s Servant.
42:7c, 8c

b. He Spoke that which was right concerning Yahweh.
42:7c, 8c

c. His Standing before Yahweh was restored: the LORD also accepted Job.
42:9c, 10
i. Contrast Satan’s Allegation (1:11; 2:5), Zophar’s and Eliphaz’s Advice re: Job. 11:15; 22:26
ii. Consequently the Lord’s Restoration and Reward.
42:10 (see #B)
B. Job’s Restoration and Reward – A Seven-fold Restoration:
Job 42:11-16

1. Job’s Kith and Kin returned to Sup and Sympathise with him.
42:11a Cf. 19:13-19; 29:8-10, 21-25
2. They even Contributed a Coin of money and a gold ring to him.
42:11b, RSV
3. Job’s Conclusion was more blessed than his Commencement:
42:12 cf. 1:3
4. Yahweh gave Job seven Living sons and three Lovely daughters.
42:13; cf. 1:2 ct. 1:18, 19

5. Job’s three daughters were Fittingly named, and were the Fairest in the land.
42:14, 15a ct. 1:2
Jemimah = lit. warm, i.e. affectionate; hence dove; or derived from “day”, i.e.  fair as the day.

Keziah = fragrance (from cassia, tree with aromatic bark)

Kerenhappuch = horn of antimony.

6. Job Graciously Gave his daughters an inheritance like their brothers.
42:15b cf. Num. 27:1-11

7. Job lived to see Four generations and died Full of age.
42:16 cf. Psa. 90:10
Conclusion: 
 God was Justified; Job was Satisfied.
Cf. Job 1:8

The LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?

QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION

1. How does the Epilogue help you to understand or clear up certain issues that have arisen in your understanding of Job regarding…


The sufferings of the righteous/innocent? 


The spiritual warfare that is going on in the heavenly realm? 


God’s seemingly “absent” invisible personal protection, provision, power and presence in your life? 

Show in what way you have now better understood these issues or could it be the other way around.

2. Isa. 27:1 states –

In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. (KJV).
NRSV -… Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent;…the monster of the sea.
NIV -… Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent,…the dragon…in the sea.
Study again Job ch. 41 and consider if the leviathan can be a crocodile as some commentators seem to think or perhaps the description fits better a dragon. What is a dragon? Can we treat the text in Job 41 literally as what we read or metaphorically to refer to Satan, the serpent and the dragon? Give your comments.
[Also visit http://www.biblebanner.com/ga_art/dayage/levithan.htm#top]

3. Would you believe in the possible thought that the behemoth could be a creature of the dinosaur kind or would you prefer to subscribe to a pre-historic dinosaur having lived millions of years before man ever stepped foot on earth? What is your opinion on a young earth of thousands of years in contrast to the evolutionary process of millions of years? 

4. Why were the behemoth and the leviathan brought into the dialogue between God and Job? What were the issues that Job had brought up before God? What were the roles of these two creatures in God’s response to Job’s questions to reply to them? How can God’s reference to these two creatures also be a help to us when we are placed in difficult circumstances today?  Discuss.
5. Read Job 40:8 again – 

"Would you discredit My justice? Would you condemn Me to justify yourself?

Refer to the notes on the occurrences of “condemn” in Job in # III.A.3.a.i.
What factors may have contributed to the change in Job’s attitude leading him to a self-confession? Can we also be guilty of “condemning” God?  What factors should we consider first and be aware of before we ever indulge ourselves in such an act to justify ourselves and accuse God of being unfair?

6. Can anyone ever understand the book of Job without the prologue and epilogue? What have impressed you in the dialogue between God and Job? Do you think that at the end of it all Job has indeed been still and been awed and amazed at the wondrous works of God. Are you?
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