Alpha and Omega

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord,

which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

Rev. 1:8

Intro. There are Five parts to this Name of the Lord, viz.



KJV
Cf. NIV

(1) The Lord
the Lord God
(2) Alpha and Omega
the Alpha and the Omega
(3) The Beginning and the Ending
(Omitted)
(4) Which Is, and Which Was, and Which is to come
Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come,
(5) The Almighty
The Almighty
Intro. : The Name of God – why the many names of God?

· To Reveal a particular aspect of His Character.
Exo. 6:3

· To Relate to His people and to help them meet the Challenge of the hour.
Exo. 3:14, 15

· His Name is to be Revered under all Circumstances.
Exo. 20:7; Deut. 5:11


Alpha and Omega

A. The Identification of The Alpha and Omega:
saith the Lord (KJV)
says the Lord God (NIV)
1. He is God, the Lord 

Rev. 1:8


[Gk. Kurios; Heb. YHWH (Lord)] = Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come,
a. The Connotation:

i. In the N.T., Kurios, i.e. Lord, the One who is supreme in authority.

ii. In the O.T., YHWH, compounded from Shall be, Being and Was – a threefold expression of time.


Cf. God’s other name: I AM, from root = be, become, come to pass, i.e. I WILL BE.
Exo. 3:14

iii. In the KJV, YWHH is printed in block capitals, thus, LORD.

b. The Concept of Yahweh – 

i. He is the Promise (Covenant)-keeping God.

Exo. 6:4, 5

· In the Past – 

3:3-8

· I have also established My Covenant with them.
3:4

· I have also heard the groaning of the Children of Israel
3:5a

· I have remembered My Covenant.

3:5b

· For the Present – I am the Lord…and ye shall know I am the Lord your God.
3:7, 8

· For the Prospect – I will…I will…I will (7 times)

3:6-8

He will keep His Covenant Promises because I am the Lord (Yahweh)
3:8 cf. 3:14

ii. He is the Person-related God – He is the Lord God of your fathers.
Exo. 3:15, 16

· He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.
3:15, 16

· As He was with Moses, He would be with Joshua.
Josh. 1:5

· As He was with the early fathers, He will be with us.


Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Mt. 28:20

iii. He is the Ever-Present God.

· He is the Lord (Yahweh) – the Self-Existent Eternal God.
Exo. 6:2, 3

· He is the I AM – the Omnipresent God.

Exo. 3:14

· He is the God Almighty – the Omnipotent God.

Exo. 6:3

2. He is God, the Almighty.

Rev. 1:8

a. The El Shaddai of the Old Testament.

Gen. 17:1 

· Literally from root = to be burly, i.e. powerful, impregnable. 

· It conveys the idea that God is the One that Strengthens, that Satisfies and is All-Sufficient.

· It has been translated: “The Mountain One”! 

Cf. Psa. 121:1, 2

i. Its Occurrences: Found 48 times in the OT; 9 times in the NT (II Cor. 6:18; Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:15; 21:22 – 8 in Rev. and once in II Cor. 6:18, as a quotation from Isa. 52:11)

ii. Its Occasions: 
· Job used it Extensively – 31 occ. with the first occ. in Job. 5:17. 

· Abraham and the patriarchs Encountered it often.
Gen. 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; 43:14; 48:3; 49:25


App.: God is the Lord Almighty – He is Immutable and Invincible. Trust and obey Him.
 II Cor. 6:18

· Come out from among them, and be ye separate, even as He separated Abraham
(Cf. Gen. 17:1)

from Ur to His Promises and Protected him by His almighty Power all the way.
Obey Him.
· He will be a Father unto you even as He was with Abraham and Provided for him. Trust Him

He is the Almighty (Rev. 1:8); Almighty God (Gen. 17:1); God Almighty (Exo. 6:3);

Lord Almighty (II Cor. 6:18); Lord God Almighty (Rev. 4:8)

b. Cf. The Elohim Sabaoth = The God of Hosts.

Psa. 80:14


From a primary root; to mass (an army or servants): --assemble, fight, perform, muster, wait upon, war

i. A military term (hosts) of God used in connection with warfare and service.


It denotes armies or great forces particularly those of the Israelites, 

but in general, in heaven and in earth, because Yahweh is the God of all. 

ii. Also the Lord of Hosts (Yahweh of Sabaoth) 

I Sam. 1:3

This is often revealed in the time of Israel’s need. It does not occur in the Pentateuch, but often in Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. The Name is frequently related to heavenly bodies, angels, saints and sinners. As Lord of Hosts He is able to garrison these forces to help His people. 

iii. And the Lord God of Hosts (Yahweh God of Sabaoth)
II Sam. 5:10

B. The Connotation of Alpha and Omega.

Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.
As 
Aleph and Tau are the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

As 
A and Z are the first and last letters of the English alphabet. 

1. The Connotation: 


a. What is Complete – From Commencement to Close including the Contents in between.

i. Thus, The Beginning and the Ending; Which was and Which is to come – the Past and the Prospect.

ii. Also, The Which Is, the Lord (cf. Yahweh) – the Eternally Ever-present One (cf. the I am)

b. What is Whole – Cf. Adam transgressed the whole law, i.e. from Aleph to Tau (Heb. saying)

i. It includes all the Letters of the Alphabet.

ii. Letters of the Alphabet form Words.

iii. Words are the expression of Thoughts cf. Christ “The Word was (= the ever-present) God” Jn. 1:1

2. The Concept: Alpha and Omega or Alpha to Omega denotes…
a. As applied to God, He, and only He, is… 

Rev. 1:8; 21:6, 7

i. The beginning and the ending (end)

Rev. 1:8; 21:6

· Its Omission in some MSS, and not translated in the NIV, ASV, NRSV, etc. but see 
Rev. 21:6; 22:13

· Its Explanation: it is never used without Alpha and Omega

Rev. 21:6; 22:13


Therefore its use is to explain Alpha and Omega

Rev. 1:8

· Its Denotation: 

The Alpha and Omega’s Absolute eternity, i.e. He is the beginning and the end of all things.

Yet He Himself is the uncreated Eternally Existing One, without beginning and without ending.


He was at the Commencement and He will be at the Consummation of all things…



that God may be all in all.

I Cor. 15:28

ii. which is, and which was, and which is to come

Rev. 1:4, 8

· In relation to His Person: He Who is from eternity to eternity.

· He Exists now; He has existed in the past; He will continue to exist in the future.

· His is an Eternal and uncreated Existence, i.e. He is Yahweh = to be, to exist, existing; or simply…

· He is Everlasting – embracing all time, Past, Present, and Prospect to come.

· Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth 



and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Psa. 90:2

· the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him. 
Psa. 103:17

· Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: 



and let all the people say, Amen.


Psa. 106:48


· In Relation to His People: He Becomes known to His people in His Character as He Who is 


by bringing to pass what He promises because of Who He is.

· In Relation to us Personally, He is the Unchanging All-powerful One 


Who will bring to pass what He Promised in the Past and Present to make it our Prospect.

· He is: Him who is, and who was, and who is to come,
Rev. 1:4, NIV
· He is: Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come
Rev. 1:8, NIV

· He is: Who was, and is, and is to come.

Rev. 4:8, NIV

· He is “Thou…O Lord, which art, and wast, (and shalt be)”
Rev. 16:5, KJV cf. NIV

cf. “O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, (and art to come)”
11:17, AV cf. NIV
b. As applied to Christ, Who Himself is God and, thus, He is… 
Rev. 1:11; 22:12, 13

i. The First and the Last
1:11-13

· In relation to His Deity: 
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,



and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God
Jn. 1:1, 2

· For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Col. 2:9
· Cf. The God of the Old Testament:
· His Personality: I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am He.

Cf. Isa. 41:4

· His Divinity: I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. 
Isa. 44:6 

· His Eternity: I am He; I am the first, I also am the last. 

Isa. 48:12

· In relation to His Glorified Humanity:

· Fear not; I am the first and the last:


I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore
Rev. 1:17, 18
· These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;
Rev. 2:8

· I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
Rev. 22:13
· In relation to His Eternity 
Heb. 7:3
· His Claim:  He is the I am
· Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
Jn. 8:58
· If ye believe not that I am (he), ye shall die in your sins.
Jn. 8:24
· As soon then as he had said unto them, I am (he),
Jn. 18:6

 they went backward, and fell to the ground.

· His Type (Melchizedek) of which He is the Antitype.
Heb. 7:3
· He is without father, without mother

· He is without descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of life

· He is the Son of God; and He abideth a priest continually (forever, NIV)

ii. The Beginning and the End.
22:12, 13 [See Heb. 7:3 above]

· He is Omniscient: He is Jehoshua, the “Yahweh Saveth” of the O.T…
Mt. 1:21


declaring the end from the beginning, for I am God, and there is none else; 


I am God, and there is none like Me.
Isa. 46:10, 9
· He is Omnipotent: He is The Author and Finisher of our Faith.
Heb. 12:2

He is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 

before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.
Jude 24

· He is Omnipresent: He is Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and forever.
Heb. 13:8


The Son and the Father are One; no one can pluck us out of Their hands.
Jn. 10:29, 30

C. The Context of Alpha and Omega – He is the Alpha and the Omega…
Rev. 1:8
1. In Relation to the Divine Character of the Triune God.
1:4-6

a. God the Father 
1:6

i. He is the Eternal God, the One Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come.
1:4, NIV

ii. At the End of the age, He will be our All in All.
I Cor. 15:28

iii. Until the End therefore let us give Him glory and dominion for ever and eve.r
Rev. 1:6

b. God the Son: He is Jesus Christ
Rev. 1:5a-6a

i. The Faithful witness, and the First begotten of the dead 
1:5c, d


He will witness to our Eternal Salvation, He Himself being the Surety of our Resurrection and Rapture. 

ii. The Prince (Ruler, NIV) of the kings of the earth will make us kings and Priests unto God
1:5e, 6a

iii. The Coming Redeemer and His Rewards are with Him.
1:7 cf. 22:12, 13

c. God the Spirit: He is ever before God’s throne.
1:4c

2. In Relation to His Church and the Christian.
Rev. 1:9-18

a. Re. The Church, He is the First and the Last.
Rev. 1:11; 22:13

i. He Founded it and He will Finish building it.
Mt. 16:18


I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
ii. He is Present in the church and should be given the Preeminence.
Cf. Col. 1:18

· in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man
Rev. 1:12, 13
· When I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,


saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last.
Rev. 1:17

b. He is the Beginning and the End.
Rev. 22:12, 13

Re: the Christian 
Christ is Returning for him and His Reward is with Him.
22:12, 14

Christ is the Author and Finisher of his Faith.
Heb. 12:2

He will finish what He has started in Him.

D. The Challenge of Alpha and Omega.

1. He is the Beginning and the Ending – He is Eternal and Everlasting, He will Finish what He has Begun.

2. He is Which Was, Which Is, Which is to Come – As He Was so He Shall be, He will not Fail

3. He is the Almighty – there is nothing that can go against His Will and His Ways, He will bring to pass.

Conclusion:

And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 

And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. 

And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: 

and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.
II Kgs. 6:16, 17

May the Alpha and Omega open our eyes to trust Him more and commit our ways to Him from this day forth. 

The Alpha and Omega will always be all things to all His people at all times. Trust Him.

At the Consummation of all things, our Alpha and Omega will be our All in All. Amen.
