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P A P E R

Preamble: Thank you for the invitation and the honour.

· Personal Background:

· Neither a Seminarian nor a theologian – Ct. Paul at the feet of Gamaliel.
Acts 22:3

· But just a Student in the School of God – Cf. Paul in the desert of Arabia.
Gal. 1:17, 18

· Just a Bible Student trying to rightly divide the Word of Truth.
II Tim. 2:15

· And a Berean Searcher of the Word to see what is heard and read is True.
Acts 17:10, 11

· A Sojourner who Asks for, and Adheres to the Ancient paths.
Jer. 6:16; 18:15

Thus says the LORD: Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, 
where the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls…

My mission today is to get you back to the ancient vision, updated with a mission of Modern Missions, and to rekindle the passion for Missions that our assembly Movement was so noted for in the nineteenth and twentieth century.

· The Proposed Text and Topics given to me are :

Mt. 9:37, 38

The Text: 
Then saith He unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;


Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
The Topics in the form of questions are:
I. Does the Church of God recognize that the harvest is plentiful (local & overseas)?

II. Why are there few workers?

III. Is the church heeding the urgency and call of Jesus who is the Head?

IV. How may the Church respond to the call and mobilize workers into the harvest field?
· The Paper.

My Purpose in this Paper is to cover the Proposed Topics without following their order, but to approach them in my own way, based on the biblical Text of Matt. 9:37, 38, the Passage in Matt. 10 and the Parable in Matt. 20:1-16

I. The Lord of the Harvest
Mt. 9:37, 38
Then saith He unto His disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.
A. The Lord’s Commission to the Church – twofold:
Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15

1. Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
Mk. 16:15
2. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name…
Mt. 28:19
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.
Mt. 28:20

a. His Commission basically involves a Go:
i. Go out from where you are (to every creature…to all nations) – not Staying in to Serve.
· Cf. Christ’s Commission to His disciples re: His Kingdom.
Mt. 10:1-10ff (5-7)

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach…
Cf. Rom. 1:16
Note: the closed door and the open door.


· Ct. Christ Commission to His disciples re: His Church.
Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15 (#A) 

Note: the closed door and the open door.
Cf. Acts 16:6-10

ii. Go and Preach the Gospel – 
It is Recognised that not all churches have Reputable evangelists and teachers, hence,

one Reason the Risen Christ gave gifts to the Church was to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…
Eph. 4:12-16, NIV

Thus, when He ascended up on high, He…gave gifts unto men.
Eph. 4:8-11
· Apostles and prophets to lay the Biblical Basis (Foundation) of our Faith.
Cf. Eph. 2:19, 20
· The preachers and evangelists to Bring souls in into the Church.

iii. Go and Teach whatsoever things I have commanded you – 
He also gave gifts for this mission in His commission:
The pastors and teachers or teaching elders to Build up the Church.

They are the labourers of the Lord of the Harvest called out from His Church to be His evangelistic Preachers and teaching Pastors in His vineyard white already to harvest.

The Challenge to the Church:
· Most of our assemblies are named Gospel Hall/Centre/Chapel/etc. with emphasis on the Gospel because at the beginning, the preaching of the Gospel was our forte, and a Sunday evening Gospel Meeting was the norm. Today, many assemblies do not hold such meetings anymore and a few hardly have any Gospel outreach!

· Prior to 2000, noted evangelists (Dr. GD James, Wilson Wang, Jimmy Chew, Robert Tan, Charlie Tan, F. Regler, Koh Ting Thiew, etc. ) and well-known Bible-teachers (Dr. Benjamin Chew, A. E Phillips, Peter Ferry, etc. ) spoke at Gospel Campaigns/Crusades, Bible Conventions and Easter Conferences, etc. These Crusades, Conferences and Conventions were supported by the majority (if not all) assemblies, e.g. the Keswick Conventions, Pan-Malayan Easter Conferences, etc.? Where are the evangelists and teachers now? Where are the Conventions that could bring all assemblies together with one common vision and one common mission?
· Are the present recently “revived” Bible-reading Conferences fulfilling their roles to all? Are they supported by all assemblies? Where are the Combined Gospel Crusades and Campaigns?

· Compare the first two Mission Conferences organised by MMS in 1996, 1997. What has become of them? Then the PITH Conference by CBSM. What about the Asia-Pacific Assembly Conference, (APAC)? One will be convened in Taichung in 2012 (Aug. 7-10).  Will all assemblies support it? There are now other outgrowths to rival these. The unity that marked the assemblies of old seems to have disintegrated. Politics is very prevalent in the secular world. Is it creeping into the Church – to affect not only the identity of a united church in diversity but also a united evangelistic outreach in missions? 

b. His Commission/Command also involves a Pray…
See #B below.
II. The Labourers in His Harvest
Mt. 9:37, 38
A. The Lord’s Commission to the Church – twofold:
Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15

B. The Lord’s Command to the Church – twofold:
Mt. 9:38
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest
1. His Command involves Praying.

He is Lord of the Harvest – He can send as He wills. Why need He the church to pray?

[Refer Appendix 1 for further reading.]
a. It is because the harvest truly is Plenteous, but the labourers are few.

Mt. 9:37
i. There is no Shortage of Fruits – the harvest is already white.

Jn. 4:35


ii. But the Servants of the harvest are Few and the church can Play a Part in this – Pray!
b. It is a Privilege given to the church to feel the Lord’s Heartbeat.

Jn. 4:34

"My Food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to Finish His work.
c. It is a Partnership given to the church to rejoice with Him and His labourers.
Jn. 4:36-38, NIV
i. And he that Reapeth Receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal:  
that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may Rejoice together.
ii. Thus the saying 'One Sows and another reaps' is true.

I Sent you to Reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, 
and you have Reaped the benefits of their labour."
The Challenge to the Church:

· Is there a Regular coming together just to pray for Missionaries and Missions?

· Does the church get to hear Reports from missionaries regarding their Missions?

· Is it right to pray that He will Send forth when we mean that He will send someone to help us?

· Dare an assembly pray the Lord that He will send forth labourers when there are hardly any or very few in the local church? The Lord Himself knows that the labourers are few, that’s why He asks us to pray. He is looking at the global need.

· When we pray such, is it that we might be Relieved or that we are willing to Release? See #2. 
· The Penang Story:

The poor attendance at the BRGH Prayer Meeting led to the bi-monthly Mission Night for all assemblies in Penang in 1997. [Cf. The 1st Mission Conference organised by MMS in 1996)

The Mission Prayer Letter led to a Mission Prayer Bulletin, The ECHOS – its 15th year now.

2. His Command involves a Posting out. 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth…
a. The Challenge to pray the Lord to send.
Rom. 10:14, 15

b. First, the Lord Calls.

Those who go forth should have a definite call and be able to testify to it.

i. Paul Explained that it was the Lord Who called and sent Him –


· I Tim. 1:1 – Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour…
· Apostle is apostolos = a delegate; spec. an ambassador of the Gospel; officially a Commissioner of Christ ["apostle"]...apostle, messenger, he that is sent.
Strong

· Paul was Called and Commanded of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
· Acts 22:21– He said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.
· Acts 26:16-18 –…the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee….

ii. Saul and Barnabas were Exercising their gifts in the church when they heard the call.  Acts 13:2
iii. It was the Holy Spirit Who Executed that call and made it known to the leaders.          Acts 13:2

iv. Also see the texts below.

c. Then the Lord sends – not Israel, not the Church!
See iv. below

i. Moses was sent –
Acts 7:34, 35

And now come, I will send thee into Egypt. This Moses whom they refused, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? The same did God send…

ii. Isaiah was sent – 
Isa. 1:8

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send,
 and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

iii. Jeremiah was sent – 
Jer. 1:7

But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all 
that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.

iv. Saul (Paul) and Barnabas were sent –
Acts 13:3, 4

And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away. [apoluo = to free fully, i.e. (lit.) relieve, release, dismiss].  Strong

So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia;
[ekpempo = to despatch:--send away (forth)]
Strong
Cf. Acts 15:22 - Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, 
to send [pempo] chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas;

In all the above it was the Lord of the Harvest Who sent His labourers into the vineyard – 

not Israel, not the church! In all cases, He sent them forth, not to stay in to serve – it was GO!

Other members who are not called out in this way are to stay in to serve; hence, their Gifts.
d. After that, the Church Commends.

i. It is a Confirmation by the Oversight and the Church of the Lord’s Call.
Acts 13:3

ii. It is a Commitment to the Lord in Faith to Care for the sent one and 

iii. …a Commendation to the Fellowship of others in the Faith to similarly care for him/her


…to ensure that there is no self-commendation.
II Cor. 10:18


For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.

The Challenge to the Church:

· Do those Commissioned of the Lord and Commended by the Church to GO 


Stay in to Serve and be called “full-time workers”? The term is a misnomer. [See Appendix 2]

E.g. Commended to a pastoral and teaching ministry in the home church? –


Is not this the function of an elder?

E.g. Commended to an administrative position and function in the home church?


Is not this the function of the deacon?

E.g. Commended to general duties in the home church? 

Are these not the duties of the members?

· Is there a place for a Full-time Worker? Is there a place for a Part-time worker for the Lord?

If so, what are the role and responsibilities of members of the local church?
· How does the church overcome the problems of lack of personnel?
In administration and organisation (clerical matters and correspondence, etc) in the church,

is it wrong to employ a staff if gifted members refuse to come forward to serve?

· In visiting the sheep, the sick, etc., is this not the responsibility of the shepherd/pastor/ elder? Can this task be delegated to so-called full-time workers? Cf. Heb. 13:17

Why do elders have no time for their laid-out duties of shepherding and teaching?

· How do the small local assemblies cope with such problems? Can the bigger ones help?
· How do elders receive one who (re)commends himself to serve in the local church because he senses a need, but have no sense of a call from God to go out? Do they commend him or does he commend himself?  Cf. II Cor. 10:18
· Should an assembly be completely Independent, Intra-dependent or Interdependent?
· From 1859 until 1999 (140 years), how many missionaries had the Malaysian Church commended to go out to serve the Lord?

· From 2000 to 2011, has your church commended any one to go out to serve? If not, why?

Is there no urgency? Has there been no exposure? Has there been no training and teaching?

· The Penang Story.
· Before 1996 – there was no record of any missionary commended by a local assembly. But with the commendation by BRGH of KC Ung on 20th October, 1996 to a teaching ministry in Malaysia and Singapore, the commencement of Mission Night and the Publication of The ECHOS the next year, the saints in Penang woke up to the challenge of missions and things began to move:

On 22nd May, 2005, BRGH commended Chan Mei Lai to serve with GIM in Indonesia;

On 1st Feb., 2006, IGGC commended Annie Khoo Seok Chin to serve with GOWW in Cambodia.

On 10th July, 2008, SNGH commended Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jevaraj to serve in Taiping.
On 23rd Sept, 2009, SAGH commended Wong Ee Ling to serve with GOWW in Kazakhstan.

Every assembly on the island has now commended at least one missionary to serve abroad.

· Others from Penang assemblies, not commended by them but with whom they have fellowship are:

Sis. Wong Lai Har from IGGC in China.

Sis. Ong Lay Bee from IGGC in Thailand.

Sis. Mable Dunn from BWGH (commended by BGC) in KL.

· Every assembly on the island has also at various times sent short-term mission teams to Cambodia, Indonesia, India, Kazakhstan, China, etc. In a few cases more than once.

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Lee have also served short term (at least one month) in Cambodia and China with the blessings and fellowship of BRGH.

Mr. Chew Thiam Wah served long term in GLO Taiping with the blessings and fellowship of SNGH.

e. When the Lord sends forth labourers, He takes Charge; He Counsels and Cares through His Church.
i. Consider the Principles in the Parable in Matt. 20:1-16

· He Called sovereignly from any Category, be they Industrious or Idle.
Mt. 20:2, 3ff

· He received their Consent – agreed with the labourers
20:2

· They went to the vineyard of His Choice – he sent them into his vineyard.
20:2

· They were under His Charge – hire labourers into his vineyard.
20:1

· He would Care for them – whatsoever is right I will give you
20:4

ii. Consider some Practical Pointers in Matt. 10:1-12

· Those He sent He EmPowered and Equipped.
10:1

Cf. All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth, Go ye therefore…
Mt. 28:18, 19a

· They were sent out two by two – each with a Partner.
10:2-4

· Each was clear with the Master’s Purpose and Programme:
10:5-7


· They were to assist in the Personal needs of those Preached to: 
10:8

· The Master would Provide for His servants through His saints.
10:9, 10

· They were to be in Peace with all, if Possible, in their approach.
10:12-16

· They might be Persecuted, but they would be Protected.
10:17-39 (31)

· He who Personally Received them would be Rewarded accordingly.
10:40-42 (40)

The Challenge to the Church:  The Lord of the Harvest…

· Is Fully responsible for His labourers – they are His labourers/servants, etc.
Mt. 10:19

From whom therefore do they get their instructions?

· Is Financially responsible for them. (Does the church “pay” them?)
Mt. 10:9, 10

He does so through the Fellowship of the saints and the Church;

Not necessarily the “home” church, cf. Paul.
Phil. 4:15-19

· Hence, each church should have a Mission Fund; and a Christian, the Lord’s Fund, to have Practical Partnership and Prayer Fellowship with the Lord’s servants at all times. Phil. 1:3-5

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;

· What is the Portion of the funds collected set aside for Missions? 

· Is the church and are the members Personal Prayer Partners with those who have gone out?

· Do the above Biblical Principles still apply to today’s Missions?

C. The Lord’s Command to the Christian…
Mt. 9:38; Acts 1:8
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His harvest. 
Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

1. To be Witnesses in your “World” – Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the “World”.
Cf. Mt. 5:13-16

Ye are the salt of the earth… [to Season]. 

Ye are the light of the world [to Shine].
a. In Jerusalem and all Judea – in and outside the home: Kith and Kin, near and far.

b. In Samaria – the “neighbours”, (Lk. 10:30, 33, 36): the Malaysian “Samaritans” and other Malaysians, etc.; those to whom we are Foes, but to us, they are Friends. 

Jesus Witnessed to the Samaritan Woman at Sychar’s Well that He could Satisfy her with Water that was not in the Well and she became a Soul Winner testifying to the citizens of Samaria that Christ was the Saviour of the World!
Jn. Ch. 4
c. Uttermost part of the earth – every Possible Person, anywhere and everywhere.

2. To be Witnesses Where you are. 

Is there a need to GO abroad for Missions or has the Mission field come to our doorstep?

a. We can Convert our Home into a Mission field bidding people to Come in.

Through our Hospitality, Care and Concern expressed in deeds, etc. Consider the video outreach.
b. We also need to GO out of our Comfortable Home to see that the harvest truly is plenteous:– 
i. At the front door: Seniors, the Sick (in Homes and Hospitals), Students, Shoppers, office Staff; Street and Homeless people; Orphans, Visitors, Expatriates, Tourists, Legal migrants; etc.)

ii. In the backyard: illegal workers (over two million); refugees; marginalised single parents; HIV patients and drug addicts; prisoners, prostitutes, etc.
c. We need to befriend those in our Circle of Work – colleagues, staff members, students (forming fellowships, prayer groups; Bible classes), etc. We need to take our soul to work!
d. We need to Witness in whatever Circumstance in our Corner – sales people, shopkeepers, the poor, the diseased, the aged, the homeless, the taxi-driver; the passenger, the “whosoever”, etc.
The Challenge to the Church in giving opportunities for the Christian …

· For a Personal Witness in Lifestyle

· To Witness by their Walk as the Salt of the Earth.

· To Witness by their Talk to Shine as lights in the World.

· For a Passion for Work in “Life” Missions:

· Through the Exposition of the Word of God.

· Through Exposure to the World and Work of Missions
.

· Do assemblies encourage their members to support existing assembly mission groups in Malaysia, e.g.

In Malaysia: Orang Asli work; MMM; GLO; MMS Trust; Tamil ministry; Project Paul (Mentakab Edu-care); Project Blossom by CBV (Christian Brethren Ventures) and BAM (Business As Mission); etc.

Outside Malaysia: GOWW, GIM; Sangkhim Canaan School; CMCT; New Hope Ministries; etc. 

Others: CEF. OM; AEF, YWM, etc.

· Do assemblies publicise the ministries of the above; communicate with them, support them in prayer and partnership, visit their missions; encourage their missioners; etc.

3. The Way to Witness – by all means save some. 
I Cor. 9:22
a. Give a cup of cold water…
Mt. 10:42

b. Love in deed.
I Jn. 3:16-18
c. Witness in Walk.
Lk. 24:13-15ff

d. Go out of your way.
Jn. 4:4

e. Be instant in season, out of season – be up to date.
II Tim. 4:2

The Challenge to the Christian: To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: 

I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.
I Cor. 9:22


To Save Souls, be prepared to use all means to Save Some.


To Sustain Saints, be prepared to teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.

Some Suggested means of Saving Some:
a. Give a cup of cold water…
Mt. 10:42

· The soup kitchen for the homeless, street walkers, drug addicts; etc.

b. Love in deed.
I Jn. 3:16-18
· Free tuition; help out in orphanages, homes for the aged, the handicapped, those in special need; etc.

· Sponsorship of children, orphans, etc.

c. Witness in Walk.
Lk. 24:13-15

Morning and evening walks; exercise in gyms; conversations, etc.

d. Go out of your way.
Jn. 4:4
· Ministry among those in need; not only to offer help when convenient.

· Opportunities in charity homes, hospitals, hospices, prison, etc.

e. Be instant in season, out of season – keep up with and use modem technology.
II Tim. 4:2

· Through Information Technology:

Email correspondence; Short Message Services (SMS); Multi Media Services (MMS); etc.

· Through Social Networking: (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites)

Facebook; Flickr; Google+; Linkedin; Twitter; etc.

· Through mass communication: Websites; Blogs; YouTube; Videos, etc.
[www.berita-bethel-ung.com]

Conclusion and Summary. Answers to the Topical Questions:
I. Does the Church of God recognize that the harvest is plentiful (local & overseas)? 

No, otherwise the reasons given below will not be true.

II. Why are there few workers? 10 Possible reasons:

(a) Priorities are wrongly placed.

(b) Programmes for missions are lacking or there is none.

(c) Publicity of what missionaries are doing is not made known because leaders themselves do not know.

(d) Places where church members can go to be involved in outreach work are unknown.

(e) Prayer and Practical fellowship in giving is not shared. 

(f) People who can inspire the members in missions are not invited to report. 

(g) A Partnership Programme with the Lord’s labourers in the field is not established.

(h) Probationary training with seniors is not Provided.

(i) No Proper counselling is available to those interested in missions; leaders may not even know!

(j) Mission Periodicals, magazines, books, biographies, etc. are not made available.

The Sum: 
Biblical Principles on Missions are not taught, are diluted or mishandled.



Biblical Practices are replaced with so-called secular sense.
III. Is the church heeding the urgency and call of Jesus who is the Head?
No, otherwise the conditions listed above will not be true.

IV. How may the Church respond to the call and mobilize workers into the harvest field?
The answer is given in the paper above.

Appendix 1 – The Lord of the Harvest - 

http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/echos/Vol%2014%20No%206%20-%20Aug%202011.doc
Appendix 2  –  The Fallacy of Full-time Christian Work - 
http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/echos/Vol%2013%20No%202%20-%20Dec%2009.doc
Appendix 3 – 
Mottoes of Missionaries for us to Ponder over:

C.T. Studd – 
If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him.

David Livingstone: The mission of the church is missions. Sympathy is no substitute for action. If we have not enough in our religion to drive us to share it with the world, it is doomed here at home. God only had one Son and He made Him a missionary.

J. L. Ewen:
As long as there are millions destitute of the Word of God and the knowledge of Jesus Christ it will be impossible for me to devote my time and energy to those who have both.
Oswald J. Smith: Why should so few hear the Gospel again and again when so many have never heard it once. You must go, or send a substitute. The church that does not evangelize will fossilize.

Robert Savage: 
"The command has been to "go," but we have stayed - in body, gifts, prayer and influence. He has asked us to be witnesses unto the uttermost parts of the earth... but 99% of Christians have kept puttering around in the homeland." 
Charles H. Spurgeon: “It is the whole business of the whole church to preach the whole gospel to the whole world.”

J. Hudson Taylor: "God's work done in God's way will never lack God's supplies." 
John Stott: "We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global God." 
Jim Elliot :
"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." 
William Carey: "Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God." 
           
Andrew A. Bonar:
"God's part is to put forth power; our part is to put forth faith." 
           
Clarence Jones : "When God's finger points, God's hand will open the door." 
Anonymous:
“You can’t take the gospel to the wrong address.”               

C.T. Studd :
"Had I cared for the comments of people, I should never have been a missionary." 
A.W. Tozer:
"Christians don't tell lies, they just go to church and sing them" 
Mike Stachura: 
"The mark of a great church is not its seating capacity, but its sending capacity." 
           - 
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