Morning Manna 1
To Be Or Not To Be
Intro.: 
A. The Explanation of the Theme.

The phrase "to be, or not to be" comes from William Shakespeare's Hamlet, Prince of Denmark (written about 1600), Act III, scene I, and it is often used in reference to the whole speech the line opens, and considered by some people to be among the most famous quotations in world literature. The soliloquy, spoken in the play by the eponymous character, follows in its entirety: To be, or not to be, that is the Question:
Whether 'tis Nobler in the minde to suffer The Slings and Arrowes of outragious Fortune,
Or to take Armes against a Sea of troubles, And by opposing end them: to dye, to sleepe
No more; and by a sleepe, to say we end The Heart-ake, and the thousand Naturall shockes
That Flesh is heyre too?

1. The German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer said:

The essential purport of the world-famous monologue in Hamlet is, in condensed form, that our state is so wretched that complete non-existence would be decidedly preferable to it. Now if suicide actually offered us this, so that the alternative "TO BE OR NOT TO BE" lay before us in the full sense of the words, it could be chosen unconditionally as a highly desirable termination ("a consummation devoutly to be wish'd" [Act III, Sc. I.]). There is something in us, however, which tells us that this is not so, that this is not the end of things, that death is not an absolute annihilation

2. Grammar says: 
“To be” grammatically has reference to the verbs to be, viz. is, am are, etc. with their associated verb forms in their respective tenses. Or it can just mean to exist. 

· One of its many meanings is: To exist in actuality; have life or reality, e.g. I think, therefore, I am

· Its Synonyms are: be, breathe, exist, live, subsist. The central meaning is “to have life or reality”
The Greek sea god, Proteus, was (like the sea) capable of changing form in an instant. In order to get any decent information out of him, you had to grab him and hold on tight while he went through his various forms — lion, wild boar, snake, tree, running stream — it wasn't easy. The verb “To be” is said to be the most protean of the English language, constantly changing form, sometimes without much of a discernible pattern. Considering that we use it so often, it is really too bad that the verb “To be” has to be the most irregular, slippery verb in the language. 

B. The Exposition of the Theme:

1. The Bible says:

a. There was Samson – he could not be what he ought to be, therefore, he did not want to be.

He failed as a Nazarite; he Needed to redeem himself, so he chose Not to be.
Jud. 16:30

And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.

· God let him be because he was a Failure in life, though he was Fruitful in death.
b. There was Elijah – he thought soon he would not be. So it was better for him not to be before Jezebel made him into a had been. He would be better off with his fathers,

But he himself…sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said,


It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.
I Kgs. 19:4


I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
I Kgs. 19:14

But God had not finished with him yet – God would not let him be. 

He should be what God wanted him to be, not what he chose to be.


The LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness…
I Kgs. 19:15

God would not let him be yet until he was what God wanted him to be…

Then God would take him home in a chariot to be where He would be. 
II Kgs. 2:11

· God would not let him not be because he had not Finished his work yet. 

· But when he was what he was to be, God Furnished him with a chariot of Fire to take him to heaven.

c. There was Jonah – he was not what he was to be, but later became what he ought to be.  

On being so, he only wished that he had not been what he was to be 

because he thought what he was not to be was better than what he was to be.

And he…said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

· Jonah did not want to be what God wanted him to be because God let others be when they turned around to be what God wanted them to be.
d. There was Paul – who was undecided whether to be or not to be.

Not to be was better for him; but to be was better for the believers. He chose to be.
Phil. 1:21-26

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.

· Paul preferred not to be, it would be good for him. But to be would be better for the believers. 
· So to be or not to be is not the question. It is what God wanted him to be – that is the Point!
KC Ung says: 
When Samson Failed to live up to what God wanted him to be, and encountered many Failures in his life, he no more wanted to be and chose not to be.

When Elijah Feared what would befall him in the Future, he forgot what God wanted him to be and chose not to be but God would not allow him to be until he was what he should be. Then God took him home to be with Him.

Jonah knew Who God was and Who He could be, hence, he chose not to be what God wanted him to be. But God would not let it be, and he had to be what God wanted him to be. True enough, he found God was Who he thought He was and therefore chose not to be!

Paul wanted not to be – it was good for Him to be with Christ. But it was better for him to be, because the believers needed him and he could continue to be with them.

Samson was a Failure when he was, but more Fruitful when he was not – when he Chose not to be!

Elijah was Fearful to continue to be, but he had not Finished his work, so he had to Continue to be.

Jonah was Fretful because of Who God was and Finally wanted not to be because God’s Character was Gracious.

Paul was looking Forward to be with Christ which was Far better, but then he Considered the believers who needed him more so he had to be.

To be or not to be – that is not the question!

You need to be what He wants you to be.

Only to be what He wants me to be,

Every moment of every day –

Yielded completely to Jesus alone

Every step of this pilgrim way.

Just to be clay in the Potter’s hand;

Ready to do what His word commands;

Only to be what He wants me to be

Every moment of every day.

