A Superior Sacrifice

Heb. 10:1-18

By KC Ung

Recapitulation: Christ’s Superior Priesthood is based on:
Heb. Ch. 7 
(vv. 21, 22)


A Superior Sworn Covenant
Heb. Ch. 8 
(v. 6)


A Superior Sanctuary
Heb. Ch. 9 
(v. 11)


A Superior Sacrifice
Heb. Ch. 10:1-18 
(v. 12)

Introduction: 3 reasons why Christ’s Sacrifice is Superior to all other sacrifices detailed in the OT (the Law).

I. It Removes Sin completely 
10:1-10 
(v. 10)

II. No Repetition of Sacrifice needed. 
10:11-18 
(v. 18)

III. He’s now our Representative High Priest in Heaven. 
10:19-39 
(v. 19)

I. It Removes Sin completely

Heb. 10:1-10

A. The Law is a Shadow – For the law having a shadow of good things to come

10:1-4


Why Shadow? – It lacks Substance and is not Sufficient to be Effective.

10:1a cf. 8:5



It is intended to be a sketchy Picture and a Pointer to a Perfect Sacrifice to come.

1. The Connotation:

a. Etymologically: 
Gk. skian = a shade caused by interruption of light as by trees, 
Mk. 4:32

Ct. eikon = image or picture.

b. Positively: a shadow – the Preliminary outline/sketch for a Painting.
OT Law foreshadows the Reality of good things to come yet to be Revealed in the NT.
9:11 cf. Col. 2:17 
c. Negatively it is not an image – the finished Painting and Product: the good things to come
d. Affirmatively: The Law and its Sacrifices are Shadows: their Intentions are good, but Ineffective.

2. The Concept: OT Sacrifices could never Perfect the Comers or Purify their Conscience.
10:1b-2
a. The Sacrifices were Repeated “year by year” cf. “day by day”

10:3, 11

b. The Sacrifices were a Remembrance of sins, as they never ceased.

10:3

c. And the blood of such sacrifices could not bring about Remission of sins.

Ct. 9:22

It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.

10:4

B. The Lord’s Sacrifice of Himself is the Substance

10:5-10


Why Substance? – Christ’s one Sacrifice is Substantial, Sufficient and Effective.

Cf. 10:34b

1. The Lord’s Incarnation is the Substance of the Shadows

10:5

Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith, 


Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:

a. The Quotation from the Hebrew Text: mine ears hast thou opened:

Psa. 40:6-8

b. The Modification in the Septuagint Translation: but a body hast thou prepared me
c. The Interpretation in the allusion is to either of Two possibilities or both: -

i. To the Willingness of the Slave to Submit to Love?
Exo. 21:1-6; Deut. 15:17.

ii. To the Willingness of the Son to Surrender Himself to obey the Father’s Will. 

Heb. 10:7, 9

2. The Lord’s Incarnation is the Substance of the Shadowy Levitical Sacrifices.

10:6
· In the volume of the book it is written of me.

10:7 cf. Lk. 24:44

· With burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased…(you did not desire)
10:6, 8, NIV

· Then said I, Lo, I come … to do thy will, O God.

10:7

a. The Burnt Sacrifice 
Lev. 1 
– Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God.

10:7

b. The Meal Offering
Lev. 2 
– My meal is to do the will of Him that sent me
Jn. 4:34

c. The Peace Sacrifice
Lev. 3 
– For He is our peace.

Eph. 2:14

d. The Sin/Trespass Sacrifice
Lev. 4, 5 
– For He hath made Him to be sin for us.
II Cor. 5:21

i. His Superior Sacrifice Satisfies all God’s demands, not Satisfied in OT Sacrifices.
Heb. 10:8

ii. Thus, He Sets aside the first (the Shadow) to establish the Second (the Substance).
10:9 cf. 8:7
iii. Thus, by His Once-for-all Superior Sacrifice He Sanctifies us all to be Saints

10:10

II. No Repetition of Sacrifice needed.

Heb. 10:10-18

A. Character of Christ’s Superior Sacrifice.
10:10-14
	
	The Superiority of Christ’s Sacrifice
	Heb. 
	The Shadow of the OT Sacrifices 
	Heb.

	a. 
	His Sacrifice was Voluntary – 
His Sinless Self was the Sin Sacrifice.
	7:27a, d
	The Sacrifices were Compulsory – because of the sins of the offerer.
	7:27b, c

	b. 
	He Sat down on the right hand of God after accomplishing His Mission.
	10:12
	The Priests Stood Ministering, never completing their tasks.
	10:11

	c. 
	He offered for all time one sacrifice for sins.
	10:12, NIV
	Day after day every priest… again and again offers the same sacrifices.
	10:11, NIV

	d. 
	The shed blood of the Lord Jesus makes possible a Remission of sins, i.e. pardoned and Removed forever. 
	10:19 cf. Psa. 103:12
	The blood of animals only produced a Remembrance of sins – no Remission, so there was need for Repetition.
	9:22

cf. 

10:3

	e. 
	All in Him are sanctified forever by one offering once for all.  
	10: 10, 14
	The Priest offers the Same Sacrifices, which can never take away Sins.
	10:11


B. Consequences of Christ’s Superior Sacrifice.
10:10-14

1. It makes Possible the Position (Status) of the Saints’ Sanctification.
10:10
— Giving those who are sanctified a perfect conscience and perfect access to God.
We are sanctified = we having been sanctified (i.e. have been made holy, NIV) 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
cf. I Cor. 1:30

In 10:10 the perfect participle (“having been sanctified”) indicates the present result of a past action. 

Sanctification is something that has been done once for all, but its effect still continues

2. It makes Practical the Process (State) of the Saints’ Sanctification.

10:14 


For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.


Them that are sanctified = them that are being sanctified (an ongoing process).
cf. 2:11

Christ sanctified (set us apart to God) by his one sacrifice, and that sanctification has a lasting result

— so much so that it continues to work in us, making us holy, setting us apart to God


Cf. We are Called Saints (Our Status) and at the same time Called to be Saints (Our State).
I Cor. 1:2, KJV

3. It makes Perfect Victory His Prospective expectation.

10:13, 14
a. The New Covenant will then be in Place.

i. Scripture had Predicted it through Jeremiah.
Jer. 31:33-34

ii. Its Superiority over the Old Covenant had been Proved.
Heb. 8:8-12

iii. The Spirit Who had Promised it is Himself a Signatory.
Heb. 10:15f

b. The New Covenant will be Practised.
Heb. 10:15-18
i. God’s Righteous Laws no more will be wRitten on Stones, but in Hearts and Minds.
10:16

ii. Sins and iniquities will be Remembered no more.
10:17

iii. Sacrifices will be no more necessary with the Remission of sins.
10:18

iv. We are party to the Covenant when we Supped at the Lord’s Supper.
Lk. 22:20


Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.
Conclusion: 

III. He’s now Our Representative High Priest in Heaven

Heb. 10:19-39

With 
A.  
An Explanation 
10:19-21


Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,


By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;


And having an high priest over the house of God;
B. 
An Invitation 
10:22-25

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 

and our bodies washed with pure water.

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering;

 (for he is faithful that promised;)

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:



 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 


but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
C. 
A Caution.
10:26-39
