Island Glades Gospel Centre

(16 June, 2013 – Father’s Day)

Our Father
Intro.:

Today is Father’s Day. 
A. ‘Onour God the Father in Heaven.
1. The Son Sought His Father’s Honour.
Jn. 17:1

Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee.
a. Though the Son is of the Same Status as the Father…

i. I and My Father are one.
Jn. 10:30
ii. Christ Jesus, being in very nature God…equality with God …
Phil. 2:5b, 6, NIV
iii. The Jews sought…to kill Him, because He…said…God was His Father, 

making Himself equal with God.
Jn. 5:18

b. …The Son was, is Still, and will Subject Himself to the Father.
See #B1a.ii below

i. Then: My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done. Mt. 26:42

ii. Now: the Head of Christ is God.
I Cor. 11:3
iii. At the end: Then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, 

that God may be all in all.
I Cor. 15:28
2. The Son taught His Students (disciples) to Honour the Father.
Mt. 6:9

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
a. Note His Exclusive Text – our Father, i.e. only those who could claim God as their Father.
b. Note His Inclusive Term – pray ye, i.e. only those He claimed to be His own.
c. Note their Expressive Tribute – to pray, Hallowed be Thy Name.
3. The father on earth Should teach his children to honour God the Father in heaven.
II Sam. 2:30

a. What God said to Eli originally:

2:30a
…I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before Me for ever: 
b. What God said to Eli when He failed to teach his children:

2:29b, 30b
[thou] honourest thy sons above Me…

… Them that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed. 

4. The Saints should Seek to honour God the Father in their lives on earth.
Mal. 1:6
a. A son honoureth his father and a servant his master: if then I be a Father, where is Mine honour? 
and if I be a Master, where is My fear? saith the LORD…unto you, O priests, that despise My name.
b. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Mt. 5:16
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

B. ‘Onour your Father on Earth.
1. It is the Children’s Duty.
Exo. 20:12; Deut. 5:16a; Eph. 6:2

“Honour thy father and thy mother” 
a. The Point of the Precept: 
What does it mean? Is it still relevant in today’s generation where the father is regarded as a buddy and an equal to be addressed by name in certain modern family circles? 
i. Compare two Cases:
· God called Abraham “Friend”:
Jas. 2:23

Abraham believed God… and he was called the friend of God.

· Jesus called His disciples “Friends”:
Jn. 15:15


Henceforth I…have called you friends; for all things that I have heard 

of My Father I have made known unto you.



Can Abraham ever address God as Friend or the Lord’s disciples, Him as Friend?



Contrast: Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.
Jn. 13:13
ii. The Connotation:
Honour is timao in Greek. According to Strong, the word means to prize, i.e. fix a valuation upon; by impl. to revere:--honour, value. It is derived from a word meaning valuable, i.e. (obj.) costly, or (subj.) honored, esteemed, or (fig.) beloved:--dear, honourable… precious…
iii. The Concept:  Therefore honouring father and mother is to have Respect for them

· …in their Relationship with you (that they are your parents),

· …in their Rank over you (that they are older, wiser and more experienced than you) 

· …and in their Regard for you (that they love you and are concerned for your welfare.) 

· This Respect is to be Reciprocated in your attitude, words and acts towards them, 

not only because of what they have done for you but also for who they are. 

This implies that when children do not agree with their parents they still show 

that esteem towards them in their action, attitude and words they use with them.

b. The Precept:

i. It was in the Ten Commandments for Israel.
Exo. 20:12; Deut. 5:16a

ii. It is in the New Covenant for the Church.
Eph. 6:2; See below.
c. The Promise: Honouring parents promises...

[Honouring parents is the only command in scripture with the reward of Longevity.]
i. For Israel in the Old Covenant:
· Prospect of a Long life: That thy days may be prolonged.

Deut. 5:16b; Exo. 20:12;

· Prosperity in the Land: 
and that it may go well with thee, in the land 


which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
ii. For Believers in the New Covenant:  Prosperity and Longevity.
Eph. 6:3


That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth
2. It is God’s Decree.
Mt. 15:4-6; Mk. 7:10, 11
a. God’s Precept: For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother. 
15:4a
b. God’s Punishment: He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 
15:4b

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard." Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 
Deut. 21:18-21
c. Do not Pretend to honour God in not honouring Parents. 
15:5, 6, NIV
But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you 
might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God, he is not to 'honor his father ' with it.
C. Obey the Father in Heaven.
1. Jesus Obeyed His Heavenly Father:  

Jesus, the Son, though equal with the Father, Obeyed Him.
Phil, 2:6-8, NIV
a. He was in very nature God…
b. He did not consider equality with God something to be Grasped.
c. Then said I, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
2. Jesus was Obedient unto death.
a. O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done. 
Mt. 26:42
b. Being found in appearance as a man, He…became obedient to death, even death on a cross! Phil. 2:8
c. Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit My spirit." 
When He had said this, He breathed his last.
Lk. 23:46, NIV
3. Children on Earth should also Obey their Father in Heaven.

a. See the Example Set by Jesus in His obedience to His Father in Heaven.
See #C1 above

b. Earthly children are also to Submit to the Father in Heaven.
Heb. 12:9

Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

4. The Concept of Obeying the Father:
Obey is hupakouo = to hear under (as a subordinate), i.e. to listen attentively; 
by impl. to heed or conform to a command or authority:--hearken, be obedient to, obey. Strong

a. One needs to Listen, thus, to read God’s Word.

b. One needs to Live out what the Word says.
Jas. 2:23-25

For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only
Cf. Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
Lk. 6:45
D. Obey the Father on Earth - 
1. The Obedience of Jesus, the Son of Joseph and Mary.
Lk. 2:51

He went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them.

2. The Obedience of the Rechabites and their Reward:
Jer. 35:18, 19

Unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
(cf. 35:1-6)
Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, 
and done according unto all that he hath commanded you: Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before Me for ever
3. The Order to the children on earth to obey their fathers.
a. Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know understanding.
Pro. 4:1

b. Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise.
Eph. 6:1, 2
c. Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.
Col. 3:20

4. Contrast the Ominous signs of…
a. The Present Days – Depraved Minds to Disobey Parents.
Rom. 1:28-30. NIV
Since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, He gave them over 
to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done…they disobey their parents.

b. The Perilous times of the last Days – Disobedience to Parents:
II Tim. 3:1, 2
This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come… disobedient to parents…
c. Is obeying parents relevant today?

E. The Obligation of the Father to his children on Earth.
1. A father should not Taunt (provoke) his children.
Eph. 6:4

a. Fathers, do not exasperate i your children; instead, bring them up in the training ii
and instruction iii of the Lord.

NIV
b. And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline
and instruction [nurture and admonition, KJV] of the Lord.

NRSV
i. parorgizo = to anger alongside, i.e. enrage:--anger, provoke to wrath.

Strong
· Inconsistency in Talk and Walk.

· In not keeping promises.
ii. paideia = tutorage; i.e. education or training; by impl. disciplinary correction:-- 

chastening, chastisement, instruction, nurture.

Strong
iii. nouthesia = calling attention to, i.e. (by impl.) mild rebuke or warning:--admonition.
Strong
2. A father should Train (Discipline) his children.
Heb. 12:7
If ye endure chastening (paideia), God dealeth with you as with sons; 
for what son is he whom the father chasteneth (paideia) not?

a. For what son is not disciplined by his father?
NIV
b. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 

How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!
Heb. 12:9

Paideutes = a trainer, i.e. teacher or (by impl.) discipliner:--which corrected, instructor.
Strong

c. Spend time with the children:

d. Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. Pro. 22:6
3. A father should Teach his children the Word of God and how to Walk worthy of God.
Deut. 6:7
a. Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
b. As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children,

that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.
I Thes. 2:11, 12

4. A Father should Treat his children with compassion.
Psa. 103:13, NIV

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
Cp. The father of the prodigal son.
Lk. 15:11-32

a. The father Pampered the son.
15:11, 12
b. The son Profligated his way into Poverty.
15:13-16

c. The son had to Plead in Penance or Perish.
15:17-19

d. The father Prompted by Pity (Compassion) welcomed back his Prodigal son.
15:20
And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
 and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

e. A Son’s Remorse and a father’s Rejoicing.
15:21-24
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

f. The Father Rationalised with his elder’s son’s “Rebuke” to Result in Rejoicing together, 15:25-32

Conclusion:

In the Postbag of The Star paper of 11 June, a parent wrote that when he analysed a questionnaire he gave to some 50 boys and girls at a sub-urban secondary school to fill he found some disturbing answers, as follows:


More than 60% of the students felt that their parents exercised too much control over them;


Similarly they also felt the teachers controlled them too much. 


They would listen to their friends more than their parents.


The writer believed parents lacked parental skills and tended to apply too much pressure on their teenage children who were going through a particularly turbulent stage in life. He opined that that needed to understand and nurture them to face the challenging life. The children needed to be guided and brought to the straight path. 


He went further to ask: What is society at large doing about teenage issues? What are the religious, political and social bodies doing to arrest the issues faced by our teenagers? What are the schools doing about the problematic teenagers?


Are the precepts: Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 


Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise 

relevant today? Would you expect this of your children this Father’s Day?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

For what son is not disciplined by his father? (Heb. 12:7b) 
Today, is it possible that some may ask the question: 
For what father is not disciplined by his son?
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