The Year of The Dragon - 2012

Intro.  
The Chinese Predict and believe that the Year of the Dragon will usher in Peace and Prosperity.


The Bible Prophesies that the Year of the Dragon will bring in Persecution unPrecedented in History.

The Biblical Dragon has many names. Basically it is that ancient serpent called the Devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  Rev.12:9, NIV.  There is only one Devil, but he comes in many guises. 

A. Beware of the Deceptive Dragon.

Texts: Eph. 6:11; 2 Cor. 2:11; 1 Pet 5:8  


The Deceptive Devices of the Dragon
	Reference
	Hebrew
	KJV OT
	NIV OT
	ASV OT
	Chinese OT

	Gen. 1:21
	Tanniyn = marine or land monster, i.e. sea- serpent or jackal: --Translated dragon, sea- monster, serpent, whale in KJV 22; NIV 0; RSV 5 occ.  
	Whales
	Creatures
	Sea monsters
	Big fish

	Exo. 7:9
	
	Serpent
	Snake
	Serpent
	Serpent

	Neh. 2:13
	
	Dragon
	Jackal
	Jackal’s
	Jackal/Wild dog

	Isa. 27:1
	
	Dragon
	Monster
	Serpent
	Big fish

	Lam. 4:3
	
	Sea-monsters
	Jackals
	Jackals
	Wild dogs

	Rev. 12:3-4, 7, 9, 13, 16-17; 13:2, 4, 11; 16:13; 20:2.
	Greek. drakon, prob. From an alt. form of  derkomai (to look); a fabulous kind of serpent (perh. as supposed to fascinate):--.  Only found in the NT. Translated dragon in all versions above.


1. It is a Mystery 

a. Its Zoological connotation – none. Some unknown marine or land monster.  See table above.

b. Its Cultural denotation – its symbolism depends on the Country, Culture or Cult. 

c. Its Biblical translation: it is a serpent-like monster or a desert creature depending on the version of the OT. In the NT the dragon is a figure of Satan, no matter which version is used. It occurs only in Revelation.

i. The Fear of Superstition by certain groups today, but ct. I Jn. 4:4 .

ii. The Fact of Scripture: the Devil is also known as the Lion (I Pet. 5:8).  But ct. Rev. 5:5

2. It is a Myth - 

a. Its Sense: A legendary monster - huge, bat-winged, fire-breathing, scaly lizard or snake with a barbed tail. 

b. Its Symbolism: In general, a dragon was symbolic of the principle of evil. 

i. In Egypt, the god Apepi was the great serpent of the world of darkness. 

ii. In Europe: the dragon was symbolic of sin and paganism.

iii. In the East, the Chinese dragon lung (q.v.) represented yang, the principle of heaven, activity and maleness in the ying-yang (q.v.) of Chinese cosmology. It is regarded as a symbol of benevolence.

c. Its Shape.

i. The Chaldean dragon Tiamat had four legs, a scaly body, and wings, 

ii. Both Chinese and Japanese dragons, though regarded as powers of the air, are usually wingless. 

iii. The Codex (biblical) dragon, the old serpent, has seven heads and ten horns.  

Rev. 12:3, 9

3. It is a Metaphor:

a. Twice used of Pharaoh of Egypt in Eze. 29:3; 32:2 (whale, KIV; monster, NIV); cf. Isa. 51:9

b. The Term, dragon is also used of Satan – 

c. Transliterated from drakon (Gk) occurring 12 Times in Revelation. [See Table above]

B. Beware of the Deadly Dragon.
Rev. ch. 12
1. The Appearance of the Dragon.

12:1-6
a. The First Wonder - the Woman and the Child.

12:1, 2

i. The Woman 
– Jewish Israel.
Cf. Gen. 37:9ff

ii. The Child 
– Jewish Jesus.
Cf. Matt. 2:2 

12:5, 6

b. The Second Wonder – the great red dragon.

12:3-6
i. The Identification of the great red dragon.
12:9


The Archetype of sin (Gen. 3:1ff); the Accuser, Rev. 12:10; The Adversary, I Pet. 5:8

ii. The Intentions of the great red dragon.
12:4 cf. Isa. 14:12-14; 12:4 Also Gen. 3:15; Mt. 2:13-18

iii. The Identity of the Man-Child.

12:5, 6; Psa. 2:7-9; Rev. 2:27; 19:15; Acts 1:9, 10

2. The Attacks by the Dragon.

12:4-6

a.
The Attack on Israel in the Past.

12:4

b.
The Attack on the Messiah and note the Parenthesis.

12:5 (between vv. 5 and 6)

c.
The Attack on Israel in the Prospective future.

12:6

d.
The Arm of God’s Protection on Israel for 1260 days.
12:6 cf. 11:3; 11:2 cf. 13:5; 12:14
C. Behold, the Defeated Dragon.



1. The Assaults on the Dragon.

12:7-9

a. The Dragon Duelled with Michael and his angels.
12:7 cf. Dan. 12:1

b. The Dragon Defeated: he and his angels cast down to earth.
12:8 ct. Eph. 2:2

c. The Dragon and its Deception identified.
12:9

2. The Accomplishments Against the Dragon.

12:10-12

a. The Song of Victory of the Saints in Heaven.
12:10

b. The Secret of the Victory – 
12:11

c. The Summary of the Victory.
12:12

3. The Aggression (Great Tribulation) from the Dragon.
12:13-17

a. The Great Persecutor.
12:13 cf. 12:9
-- great dragon, old serpent, the Devil, and Satan
b. The Great Persecution.
12:13-15
-- persecuted the woman ,,,to be carried away of the flood
c. God’s Protection.
12:16
-- the earth.. swallowed up the flood cf. Isa. 59:19
i. For God’s People.
12:17
-- which keep the Commandments of God.

ii. For Christ’s Possessors.
12:17
-- have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
4. The Assistants with the Dragon.


13:1-13


a. The First Beast.
13:2, 4
-- the dragon gave him his power
b. The Second Beast.
13:11
-- and he spoke as a dragon.
5. The Achieved End - the Dragon IN the Dungeon.
20:1-10

a. The Sentence on the Dragon’s Assistants.
19:20

b. The Sentence on the Dragon, the Accuser.
20:2 cf. 12:9, 10

i. Imprisoned a thousand years.
20:2


ii. Interim release after a thousand years.
20:7-9

iii. Imperishable sentence forever.
20:10


D. Be sober – the devouring lion is active in the year of the dragon.
I Pet. 5:8
1. His Appointed time is short.
12:12 cf. I Cor. 7:29; Rom. 13:11ff

2. His Authority can now be felt.
12:3 cf. Dan. 7:7, 20, 24


3. His Assistants are in place.
13:2, 4, 11 cf. Matt. 24:5; Rev. chs. 13, 17

4. He is About to Flood the earth.
12:15, 17 cf. Matt. 24:6-8

5. The Advanced Technology is here.
Cf. Dan. 12:4

6. The Advice to the Saints.

a. Wake up.
Rom. 13:11ff
- now it is high time to awake
b. Watch and pray.
Mk. 13:33
- ye know not when the time is.
c. Be Wise to his Ways and do the Will of the Lord.
Eph. 5:16, 17
- redeem… the time
d. Walk in Wisdom.
Col. 4:5, 6
- redeeming the time
e. Watch in all things.
II Tim. 4:3-5
- the time will come.
f. The Word to read and obey.
Rev. 1:3
- the time is at hand, cf. Rev. 12:4
Wake up, Walk in Wisdom, be Wise to the Ways of the World, read the Word of God, do God’s Will and be Watchful for Christ’s Coming in the Year of the Dragon.

TO ALL OF YOU.
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