2006 New Year Message
FOUR Men in II Timothy FOUR
Intro.  Most, if not all, would like to start the New Year well. Some make Resolutions to that effect to Commence their New Year. However, more often than not, to their Chagrin, they find themselves breaking these resolutions soon after. As for the end of the year, the Conclusion of those who resolve to make a good Commencement, vary. Here are Four biblical examples taken from I Timothy Four.

Which one will mirror you? 
A.
PAUL – He Started Well and Ended well.
II Tim. 4:6-8


Saul was a Persecutor of the Church 
Acts 13:9; I Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; I Tim. 1:13


He became Paul – A Preacher of the Church.
Rom. 15:16; Gal. 1:15, 16; Eph. 3:8


He started well:

1.
His Initial Question.
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?
Acts 9:6 cf. Rom. 10:9; Acts 16:31

2.
His Continual Quest.


Phil. 3:8-10 cp. 1:20

a. His Priority in Life
To know Christ
3:10

b. His Preparedness in Life
To count all things loss
3:8

c. His Purpose in Life.
To magnify Christ
1:20

3.
His Spiritual Qualities



II Tim. 4:7, 8
a.
He Fought as a Soldier.

I have fought a good fight

And as a soldier …

i. He must know when to Flee.

I Tim. 6:11; II Tim. 2:22

ii. He must know when to Follow

I Tim. 6:11; II Tim. 2:22

iii. He must know when to Fight.

I Tim. 6:12

iv. He must know when to be Furnished

II Tim. 3:16, 17

b.
He Finished as a Sportsman.
I have finished my course
cf. Acts 20:24

i.
He was a Runner.


I Cor. 9:24 cf. Heb. 12:1, 2

ii.
He was a Boxer.


I Cor. 9:26, 27

c.
He was Faithful as a Steward.
I have kept the faith
cf. I Tim. 6:20

i. He committed to the Lord
II Tim. 1:12 cf. 14
ii. He committed to Timothy.
{II Tim. 

iii. Timothy to commit to other faithful men.
{2:2

d.
He looked Forward to the Lord’s Second Appearance. 
II Tim. 4:8
i. In the Past 
- I have fought
ii. For the Present 
- love his appearing.   
iii. For the Prospect 
- there is laid up for me a crown…the Lord…shall give me at that day.
B.
DEMAS – He Started Well and Ended Poorly.

II Tim. 4:10

1.
He was Cowardly.
Forsaken = left in the lurch; deserted.

a.
He started as one of Paul’s fellow-workers.
Phile. 24

b.
He was no more a worker as he continued.
Col. 4:14

c.
He deserted his fellow-worker, Paul, at the end.
II Tim. 4:10

2.
He was Worldly
He was a Lover of …


a.
Possessions.
the love of money is the root of all evil
I Tim. 6:10

b.
Pleasures.
Ct. the pleasures of sin
cf. Heb. 11:25

c.
Popularity.
Demas = popular
d.
Pride
cf. lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, pride of life
cp. I Jn. 2:15-17

e.
Present life.
ct. lover of His appearing
II Tim. 4:8 

C.
MARK – He Started Well, Stumbled Midway But Ended Well
II Tim. 4:11cf. Acts 12:12-26

1. He Started in his mother’s house of prayer.
Acts 12:12 (1st occ.)
2. He Served Paul and Barnabas in their missions.
Acts 12:25; 13:5
3. He Stepped out of Paul’s missionary journey midway. 
Acts 13:13
4. He Separated with Paul on his 2nd missionary journey. 
Acts 15:36-39
5. He was Seen with Paul at Rome 10 years later 
Col. 4:10; cf. Phile. 24
6. He was Sent for by Paul at the end of his life. 
II Tim. 4:11
7. He was “Son” to Peter – He ended well.
I Pet. 5:13

D.
ALEXANDER – Started Badly and Ended Badly

II Tim. 4:14, 15 
1.
His Profession.

The metalworker ct. Paul, the leatherworker.
2.
His Prejudice against Paul.
did me much evil

a.
He might be the Ephesian Jew among the mob against Paul.
Acts 19:33

b.
He might have been Excommunicated by Paul.
I Tim. 1:20 ct. II Tim. 2:17, 18
3.
His Peril for believers.
Of whom do thou beware
4.
His Punishment by God.
the Lord [will] reward Him
\cf. Psa. 62:12; Rom. 12:19
Conclusion:
Consider those who …

1. Commenced Well
Paul, Demas, and Mark

2. Continued Well 
Paul, Demas (?)

3. Concluded Well 
Paul, Mark

Wishing all my site-visitors

A Fruitful New Year

May all of you remain Fast and Faithful to the Lord –
For the Rest of the Year and the Years to come
