The CELEBRATION AND THE COMMEMORATION

By KC Ung
Introduction: 
1st January, 2006 was a Special Day. The Celebration of the New Year Coincided with the Commemoration of the Lord at the Lord’s Supper, and many assemblies observed the Lord’s Supper as the clock struck twelve to usher in New Year’s Day and the Lord’s Day at the same time. This comes only once in a number of years. In Scripture there was also a Case where the Celebration of the New Year Combined with a Commemoration (Memorial) of an event.
A. When the Seventh Month became the Beginning of Months.
Exo. 12:2

This day came ye out in the month Abib.


Exo. 13:4

This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Exo. 12:2

1. The Change and the Celebration:

Exo. 12:2 
a. Abib (or Nisan) was the 7th month in the Jewish civil calendar.

b. Abib became the 1st month of the Jews’ religious calendar with the change.

Exo. 12:2
i. The First day of this 7th month was the beginning of months – a new Reckoning in the Religious calendar.

ii. Only Free Israel could Relate to this new calendar – This day came ye out

Exo. 13:4

iii. The Feature of this new reckoning was that it was based on Redemption by blood.

Exo. 12:11

· Marking a “Failure” of the previous six months in the “old” calendar as it was based on man’s works,
· And subjecting God’s Full programme of the next six months in the “new” calendar to a “test”. 

iv. The Feasts of the Lord would be Ritualised on the appointed dates in this new calendar. 

Lev. 23

Typically this new Calendar would be God’s Prophetical Programme in His dealings with the world through Christ from the Cross to the Consummation as demonstrated in the observation of the Feasts of the Lord from the Feast of Passover to the Feast of Tabernacles. Thus …

The Feasts of the Lord
– The Antitype
Lev. 23

· The Feast of Passover 
– Redemption by the blood Christ.
v.  5 
cf. I Cor. 5:7b

(The Feast of Unleavened Bread

v. 6)

· The Feast of Firstfruits 
– Resurrection of Christ.
v. 10 
cf. I Cor. 15:23b
· The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)  
– Descent of the Spirit
v. 15, 16 cf. Acts 2:1


– Birth of the Church

cf. Acts 2:47

· The Feast of Trumpets 
– Return of Christ for His people.
v. 24 
cf. Mt. 24:31


– Rapture of the Church

cf. I Thes. 4:16

· The Day of Atonement 
– Repentance and Reconciliation on earth.
v. 27 
cf. Zech. 12:10ff


– Review in Heaven

cf.  II Cor. 5:10

· The Feast of Tabernacles 
– Restoration of God’s people.
v. 34 
cf. Heb. 8:10


– Reigning with Christ in peace on earth

cf. Rev. 20:6

2. The Commemoration – The Basis of this New Calendar was the Passover.

Compare the Passover with the Lord’s Supper:

a. The Passover was known as The Lord’s Passover.
Exo. 12:11

Cf. The Supper is known as The Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:20

b. The Basis for the “Pass over” was the Shed blood of the Paschal lamb.
Exo. 12:13


Cf. The Cup at the Lord’s Supper – it is the new testament in My blood
Lk. 22:20
c. The Passover was an Ordinance to be Commemorated as a Memorial.
Exo. 12:14, 24, 43
i. Cf. The Lord’s Supper is one of two Ordinances given to the Church.
I Cor. 11:23, 25

ii. Cf. It is a Memorial to Commemorate the Lord’s Death – 

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
 I Cor. 11:26

Thus, in this Special month, the Beginning of months there was the Celebration of the New Year 

and the Commemoration of the Passover Feast – the Lord’s Passover.
B. When the Seventh Month became the Commencement of A New Year.
Lev. 23:24
1. The Completion of the “Cycle” of six months.


The 6th month in the religious calendar completed its first six months.


Would it be a “failure” (as the 1st 6 months of the civil calendar) or a success?
See #A. 1b (ii) above.

2. The Continuation of the new Calendar.


The fact that the Religious Calendar continued with a Seventh month Signified its Success!
3. The Celebration on the 1st day of the 7th month.

a. The 1st day of the 7th month of the new Calendar was also the New Year (1st day 1st month) in the old calendar.
b. Thus, the success of this “Cycle” of six months was Celebrated with a blast of trumpets.
Lev. 23:24


The people could now Celebrate with the Feast of Trumpets announcing the New Year.

c. However, this New Year Feast of Trumpets was also a Commemoration – a memorial.
Lev. 23:24

a memorial of blowing of trumpets / commemorated with trumpet blasts
KJV/ NIV
This new Religious Calendar was successful because it was founded on the Passover – the shed blood of the Lamb!
C. When the Morrow after the Sabbath became the New Reference Point.
Lev. 23:11, 15, 16
1. The Sabbath (7th day) was an important Rest day in the old reckoning.
Exo. 20:8-10


Note the difference between the Sabbath Rest and the Feast (Festival) Sabbath in the new reckoning.
a. The Sabbath Rest – ye shall do no work
Lev. 23:3 cf. Exo. 35:1-3

b. The Festival Rest – ye shall do no servile work.
Lev. 23:7, 8, 21, 25 (ct. 28, 30-32), 35, 36

Note: the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, (Lev. 23:3, KJV) is translated … a sabbath of complete rest (NRSV)
Ye shall do no servile work (KJV) is translated you shall not work at your occupations. (NRSV)

i. The Festival Sabbath would not permit any to do Servile Work 
ii. But certainly one could perform the Service of Worship on that day.


It is a Reminder to all of us to put aside the Lord’s Day for the Remembrance of Him 

and the Performance of the Service of Worship instead of working at our occupations. 

Or as the NIV puts it we are to do no regular work.
2. The Significance of the morrow after the sabbath Referred to in the Feasts.
a. The Feast of Firstfruits was observed on the morrow after the Sabbath.
Lev. 23:11

b. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) was on the morrow after the seventh sabbath.
Lev. 23:15, 16

3. The Striking fulfilled Role of the morrow after the sabbath.
a. Christ Resurrected on the first day of the week – the morrow after sabbath. 


Mt. 28:1; Mk. 16:1, 2; Lk. 24:1; Jn. 20:1

b. The Spirit Descended on the day when Pentecost was fully come.
Acts 2:1


- the morrow after the 7th Sabbath.
Lev. 23:16
4. The Shadow of the sabbath of rest was annulled and nailed to the Cross when Christ died.
Col. 2:14-17
5. Instead of the Seventh-day Sabbath, there is now the morrow after the sabbath.


a. It was the day when Christ rose again from the dead, as He said.

Mt. 28:1, 6
b. It was the day when Christ Appeared to His Apostles after His resurrection.
Cf. Jn. 20:1, 19, 26


c. It was the day when the Church met to Break Bread.
Acts 20:7 cf. I Cor. 16:1, 2
D. When New Year Day was also the First Day of the Week.
1. The Coincidence – Jan. 1, 2006, New Year Day, was also the first day of the week, a rare occasion indeed!
a. The Celebration – Jan. 1, 2006 was the Celebration of New Year Day.

b. The Commemoration – Jan. 1, 2006 was also the Lord’s Day for the Commemoration of the Lord.

Note: The Remembrance of the Lord is both a Commemoration and a Celebration (Proclamation).
I Cor. 11:25, 26
i. It Commemorates the Lord’s Vicarious Death for us.
I Pet. 2:24
ii. It Celebrates the Lord’s Victory over Death and the Grave for us.
I Cor. 15:54-57

2. The Covenant – 
[Note: Covenant (NRSV) is preferred to Testament (KJV)]  

a. A Reminder: 


A Significant feature in the institution of the Lord’s Supper was that the Lord made a New Covenant 

in His blood with us when He introduced the Cup [though in Reality the New Covenant would refer to

God making His Covenant with Israel. (Heb. 8:10 cf. Jer. 31:31-34)]. Thus,

i. Mt. 26:28, NIV 
– This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
ii. Mk. 14:24, NIV 
– This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
iii. Lk. 22:20, NIV 
– This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
b. In Return: 


For this New Year when its Celebration Coincided with the Commemoration of the Lord at

the Lord’s Supper, let us seek to Renew this Covenant with the Lord:
My 2006 Covenant with the Lord:

In the year 2006, even as I Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week, which is also the 
first day of the New Year, may I Resolve to fulfil God’s purposes in the New Covenant even as Christ Himself has 
“signed” it in His blood with me.  May each time I take of the Cup be a Reminder to me of this.

	
	Character of the New Covenant
	Heb. 8:8-13
	My Covenant with the Lord for 2006…

	1
	I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

	Heb. 8:10, NRSV
	To be Rightly Related with the Lord always.

	2.
	I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts.


	Heb. 8:10, NRSV
	To Regularly Read His Word and obey it every day.

	3.
	and I will remember their sins no more.

Cf. this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins
Cf. "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood..
Cf. this cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this… in remembrance of Me

	Heb. 8:12, NRSV
Mt. 26:28, NRSV
Lk. 22:20, NRSV
I Cor. 11:25, NRSV
	To Remember and Revere the 
Lord at the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s Day or as often as I can and to do this in sole Remembrance of Him according to His word with a heart Examined and Expitiated from sin. (I Cor. 11:28, 29)


True, Thou hast my Saviour; Now Thou shalt be Lord of all –

Thus, my Covenant with Thee I renew this year

In Recognition that Thou in the New Covenant didst give me Thine all
For more on The New Covenant click on the link Ruminations for 1st January 2006.
