1st April, 2006
  
April Fools
Intro. 
Who is an April Fool? What is April Fool’s Day? How did the Day come about?

· The first of April, some do say, Is set apart for All Fools' Day.

But why the people call it so, Nor I, nor they themselves do know.

But on this day are people sent On purpose for pure merriment.
-- Poor Robin's Almanac (1790)
The origin of this custom has been much disputed, and many theories have been suggested:
· The Change in the Calendar from April 1st to January 1st in 1562 by Pope Gregory for the Christian world 

to Celebrate the New Year with some not knowing or believing the Change?  


They were April Fools to Continue Celebrating the New Year on April 1st. And pranks were played on them.

· A farcical Commemoration of Christ being sent from Annas to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, and from Herod back again to Pilate, the Crucifixion having taken place about 1st of April?


Visit http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fool's_Day for more information.

Intro. 
Question :
Who was the first “April Fool” in the Bible?


Answer: 
Saul.
(See #C below)


1st occ. of “fool” in KJV, is in 1 Sam 26:21 – 

Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will 
no more do thee harm, 

because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day:

behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.

Saul played the fool – He was the first biblical “April Fool”!

I. The Etymology of a Fool.


Translations of several uncomplimentary words appear approximately 360 times 

throughout the Old and New Testaments to describe unwise and ungodly people,

· A Person who does not Possess wisdom, hence, a Fool. 
“fool” 50 occ.; “fools” (28); “foolish” (22)
· His Perspective and Philosophy of life is Folly.

· The Products of such Folly are Foolishness and no Fear of God.
Ct. Pro. 1:7


The foolish person is thoughtless, self-centered, and obviously indifferent to God.

A. Old Testament Usage:

1. Seven different Hebrew words are usually translated by the single English word, “folly.”

2. Shades of meaning suggested by these various words include:

a. Sinfulness that is deliberate.

b. Simplemindedness and that which is malicious – “wickedness,” “shameless impropriety,”

Thus, in Isa 32:6: For the fool will speak folly, and his heart will work iniquity, to practice profaneness, 


and to utter error against Yahweh, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and to cause the drink of the 


thirsty to fail.”
B. New Testament Usage:


In the New Testament various words translated “fool,” “foolish,” “folly,” etc. They include these terms:
· Fool (Aphron) = mindless, i.e. stupid, ignorant, egotistic, (practically) rash.  
Lk 11:40; 12:20; 1 Cor 15:36

· Folly (Aphrosune) = senselessness, i.e. egotism; want of mind or wisdom.
2 Cor 11:1; Mk 7:22

· Foolishness (moria) = silliness, i.e. absurdity; foolishness, etc. 
I Cor. 1:18, 21, 23; 2:14; 3:19

1. The Subtle Difference: Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 1 Cor. 1:20b


The World has its so-called Wisdom; but it is mere Foolishness before God.
2. The Scriptural Definition: 

a. Human Experiential wisdom and intellect without God.
Mt. 7:26; 25:2, 3

It is Possible that a certain kind of wisdom can actually be folly.
b. Human Egoistic lifestyle without God.
Mt.  23:17


Folly is the Pursuit of a life-style characterized by envy, greed, and pride.
c. 
Human Evaluation of the things of God. 

Human and Worldly Wisdom Perceives …
i. The Incarnation as Foolishness.
I Cor. Chs. 1-3

ii. The Proclamation of Christ as Foolishness.
I Cor. 1:18-2:5
II. The Examples of a Fool

A.
The Apathetic Fool.
The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God
Psa. 14:1; 53:1

1. This fool (Heb. nabal) Need not be an atheist.

2. N, is literally a fool. It signifies an empty fellow, a contemptible person, a villain. 

One who has a muddy head and an unclean heart; 

and, in his darkness and folly, says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
3. “And None,” says the psalmist, “but a fool would say so.” 

Thus, the word is not to be taken in the strict sense of “atheist”, 

that is, one who denies the being of a God, or confounds him with matter. [See #B]
B. The Characteristic Fool.

I Sam. 25:2-39

1. Nabal, the Fool:


a. He is a man of Belial = evil, ungodly (men), wicked (NIV), ill-natured (NRSV).
25:17, 25
i. A Transliteration meaning “useless” or “worthless”.
ii. Its Translations in modern versions: “worthless” or “wicked.”
Deut. 13:13; Nah. 1:15
iii. Its only New Testament occurrence is a reference to Satan.

II Cor. 6:15

b. He is what his name is. Nabal, lit. = a fool. His name is “Fool”.
25:25, NIV
c. Folly is with him referring to his behaviour – 
i. He is Churlish and Corrupted with evil in his doings.

25:3


(“Evil” occurs 7 times in the chapter and it means foolishness, base, villainous.)
ii. He is a Calebite (of the house of Caleb, KJV)

25:3, NIV


From word meaning dog, hence, dog-like – cf. that pisseth against the wall.
25:22, 34
2. Nabal’s Folly.

25:2-17
a. He Rejected David’s Request with arrogance and Regarded not his existence!
25:5-11 (10, 11)

b. He Relied on his Possessions and “Peaceful Prosperity”.

25:2, 6
c. He Reckoned not David’s Might and Recognised not David’s Mercy.
25:13, 32-35
d. He was Referred to as a son of Belial whose Behaviour was like that of a dog. 
25:17, 22b cf. 3
3. Nabal’s Faithful wife.
25:14, 18-35
a. She Acknowledged her husband’s folly – another name for iniquity!
25:24, 25

b. She Asked for David’s mercy.
25:26-31

c. She was Accepted personally.
25:32-35 
d. Later, she Accepted David’s proposal to marry.
25:40-42
4. Nabal’s Foolishness.
25:36-38
a. His Feasting and merry-making.
25:36

b. His Frightful awakening in the morning.
25:37

c. His Final ending – the fool died twice:
25:37, 38
i. First died his heart and he Became like a Stone.
25:37

ii. Then, died his body Being Smitten of the Lord.
25:38
C. The Historic Fools

1. Saul who played the Fool – I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.
I Sam. 26:21
a. He Acted and went After God’s Appointed.

Cf. I Sam. 15:28; 24:20
b. Contrast David who Abstained from touching God’s Anointed.
26:11, 23

c. Saul was a fool in Attitude and Action:

26:21
i. I have been a fool, and have made a great mistake.

NRSV
ii. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly.

NIV
d. Saul Again Acted foolishly when he consulted a witch.

28:7-20

e. Saul died the death of a fool when he Asked his Armour-bearer to slay him.
31:4, 5
2. David who sinned Foolishly – for I have done very foolishly.

II Sam. 24:10

Heb. cakal = to be silly:--do (make, play the, turn into) fool (-ish, -ishly, -ishness)
Strong

David was not a fool, but he acted as a fool!

Cf. Nabal
a. David sinned in numbering Israel – Aroused by Satan and Allowed of God?
24:1 cf. I Chr. 21:1
b. Joab Advised David Against such an Act.

24:3

c. David Acknowledged his wrong that he had Acted foolishly.

24:10

d. David was wise to opt for God’s Admonishment.

24:13-14, ff

e. David paid for Araunah’s land where he built an Altar to offer unto the Lord.
24:24, 25
f. Thus the plague was Adverted, and David was Accepted by God.
24:25.

D. The Materialistic Fool.

Lk. 12:13-21 (20)


Intro: The Background for the Brother’s request.
12:13
· 
Rabbis, Reputed to be well-versed in the Law, were often called upon to settle civil disputes.

· 
Jesus was Regarded as an expert in the Law, and was thus approached.

· 
However, He Refused to be involved; instead He commented on their money-loving motives.

1. Christ’s Inquiry - Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?
12:14, 15

a. Their Motive: Take heed, and beware of covetousness
12:15

b. His Maxim: life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth 12:15
2. Christ’s Illustration: The Parable of the Rich Fool.
12:16-21, 19
a. His Egoistic Philosophy: 
I, my myself 
10 occ. 


b. His Explicit Folly.
(Thou) fool, this night …
12:20

i. Who is a Fool?
Not mere Foolishness = the result of ignorance or a senseless act
ii. Why was the rich man a Fool?

· He believed that Earthly Enjoyment was the Essence of Human Happiness.

· He Expected that Possessing the means to Expand included Power

to Extend life for him to Enjoy what he Possessed.
3. Christ’s Interpretation and Application.  We are just as “foolish” when we…..
12:21, 12:15

a. Permit a desire to pile up possessions to control our lives.  
This is Covetousness. 

b. Profess to simply “trust God”, but do not live that way.
This is not Consistency.
12:22-34, 31
III. The Exhortations to a Fool.

A. Forsake the Foolish and go in the way of understanding (Wisdom)
Pro. 9:4-6

Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.
B. Hear and Do – Do not Be Foolish and Build upon the Sand.
Mt. 7:24-27, 26

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not,

 shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:
C. Do not be like the Foolish Virgins: Be Wise, Watch and Wait (Prepared).
Mt. 25:1-13, 3, 4

They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:


But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
D. Be Realistic, not Materialistic like the Rich Fool - store up treasures in heaven.
Lk. 12:13-21, 34


Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, 

which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

E. Believe what the Word of God says and be Wise in Understanding.

Lk. 24:25, 26

O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
Con.: On this April Fool’s Day, do not play the fool – be wise, and avoid the Folly of Fools.


Look carefully then how you walk! 
Live purposefully and worthily and accurately,
not as the unwise and witless,  but as wise – sensible, intelligent people;
making the very most of the time – buying up each opportunity – 
because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish,
but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is.
Eph. 5:15-17, Amp.
