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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
Time indeed has wings. It is incredible that when I started to pen my Berita Bethel for this term, it has flown me past seven months since the last Berita, through its own space to arrive where I am now. Because so much time has elapsed, in my younger years, they would have been coloured with memories of beautiful and unforgettable scenes and experiences. But today it is so different.
The so-called immemorial memories have been hard to recollect and they just fade into the vagueness of knowing something happened then 
but without the ability to recall with precision the period in time, the place, and the people who participated with me in the picturesque experience and event of that hour which meant so much to me personally then. 

Oh yes! I made a grave mistake. I thought I could remember, hence, no need to note them down. But now when I try to reminisce, to my deep chagrin, it is like clinging on to will-o'-the-wisp. I failed miserably. I know wonderful events and experiences did come into my life to enrich my walk with the Lord, with others and with me, myself. But now they are just vague dreams which
I know I dreamt but could not recall – similar to those times when I even rolled off the bed onto the floor below, when chasing the villains, vagabonds and vagrants who violated my dream space and fell down into reality with painful limbs. Could I identify them? I could not recall these rascals!
Hence, the best I can do now is to start with the most recent and retrace my steps to relate what happened. Then as I slowly prod back in time hoping that with this, each recollection will probe that cerebrum of mine to remember what happened   then and earlier.
So let us start and with this theme: 

Is It a Coincidence or Chance? But I Believe it to be the Overruling Power and Provision of God.
The most recent event that shook me did not involve me directly but demonstrated God’s grace to challenge me to ask: Is it a Coincidence or Chance that Certain things happened to me or Come into my life?

On Friday, 1st December, my wife and our son, Christopher (who was visiting us from the U.S. then) went to visit the latter’s auntie in the morning. Normally my wife would visit her Parkinson-afflicted sister in the afternoon. For no reason whatsoever, except being prompted to do so, they visited her in the morning. They had the key to her home and entered it, though they sensed a mystifying silence after noting a note she left on the threshold of the door especially for her sister. Suspecting something amiss, they hurried to her room and to their shock found her lying very still, and unable to move in her wetted pajamas. She could mutter a few instructions for them to change her, but it needed my son’s gargantuan strength to support her while her mum changed her. To cut a long story short an ambulance was sent for and she was warded for two nights at Island Hospital. 
Was it a Coincidence that my wife Chose to visit her sister in the morning instead of in the afternoon that day? If she had stuck to her regular routine, her sister would then be lying there the whole night and day without food and water!
In the meanwhile we were desperately discussing where she could return to when discharged from hospital. She could not stay alone in her house without supervision and support. She could not return to our home as she would have to climb up stairs. You may call it coincidence you may call it chance, but the matron of a nursing home visited her before she was sent to hospital. She did not want to accept her in her condition then. But when she was permitted to be discharged from hospital, we contacted her again and she agreed. My sister-in-law is now in a Christian Nursing Home – Rejoice Home in Tanjung Bungah with only 12 occupants. And call it coincidence or call it chance she had the last vacant bed! She has been there for nearly three weeks.
All in all, my wife and I believe, that it was not coincidence and it was not chance, but in all, it was the overall provision of God. Frankly, the thought remains that I just could not imagine (or could I?) what would happen if my wife visited her sister in the afternoon without her son on that day!

The next event that I would like to recall was my and my wife’s attendance at the Assembly Fellowship Camp (AFC) in Phnom Penh from 2nd to 5th November and extending it to the 6th for a tour.
No, we did not intend to go to Cambodia for obvious reasons. Primarily it was the care for my sister-in-law. Next could we leave our house empty for 5 days and my garden plants thirsting for water? In that case, my wife would stay back and I would go alone. It would be a nostalgic trip for me. The trip to Phnom Penh in 1996 was my first mission trip outside Penang as a commended worker. It was great to visit the place again. Of course, in between I had been back to Shalom Life Care Centre to take a teaching series on The Tabernacle, then again on another visit to Suong with a mission team after which two of my team were called into the mission field as the Lord did for me – one back to Phnom Penh and the other to Indonesia. Now I wanted very much to visit that first assembly again especially when it was planned in the AFC programme to visit it for the Lord’s Supper. This assembly is now a full-fledged assembly with its own oversight. 
But my wife did not stay back in Penang! Was it a coincidence that we found a companion to accompany her sister when we would be away? 
The Lord was great.

I was able to introduce my wife to my first mission field and for her to witness the fruits of the Lord’s blessings. It was an exhilarating experience especially to have a few (now even elders already) to come up to me and say that they still remembered my teaching on The Tabernacle. It was indeed a privilege to participate in the Lord’s Supper with these believers. The Lord is really great.

But more than that, my wife and I had the opportunity to visit the Sangkhim Canaan School. I had visited it in its beginnings. But today it occupies a vast expanse of land with a full-fledged primary and secondary school in its precincts. And beginning in January, they will even have a new assembly hall with the church gathered there. I was privileged to be shown around by Mr. Tan Kian Huat who was lately commended by the Bethesda Hall (Ang Mo Kio & Depot Walk) assembly especially for this work. The physical, social, educational challenges are indeed exciting for this centre. Be prepared to hear more news coming out from there. Was it a coincidence that I should be able to visit this School at the height of its development as a full secondary school with a separate church building to commence in January? To me it was a fresh mission trip to that needy land. Would it be the Lord’s challenge for a follow-up visit? Only the Lord knows.
What about my presence at the Assembly Fellowship Camp (AFC)?
It was another nostalgic experience. I think this is my first time returning to it as a participant after having retired from the Committee a few years ago. It was a Camp I first founded in 1997 especially for the needs of the Single Christians in the different assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore for them to come together to have fellowship with each other – no married people were allowed except in special cases. 
However, this camp was exceptional. More than 30% of the participants were parents out for a bonding time with their children and with those in the younger generation. It was a very interesting mix with the younger ones caring and ministering to the seniors. The speaker, Mr. Teo Pek Bing’s “Family Tapestry” theme was relevant to the camp and all related to one another very well. Likewise my daily devotionals also bore on the theme of reverence for God and respect for the members of the family and friends. Coincidence for this Singles and Seniors (?) Camp? The Camp Committee might be looking into this new development and perhaps even set it on a sunset trail or blazing it into a pioneering project! The Central Committee next year will have to decide.
When we were in Cambodia, we heard the very devastating news of a very destructive rain-storm that shook the island of Penang and flooded hundreds of homes leading to the evacuation of thousands of their residents to higher ground. Our assembly halls at Sungai Nibong, Butterworth and Bukit Mertajam were affected with the last suffering the worst damage. For them, their hymnbooks and Bibles were damaged as the water rose to a knee-high height after reaching the building’s elevation from the road of at least two feet. Was it a coincidence or chance that the flood waters at its height reached… 

1) only the base of the console cubicles where the electronic equipment were placed so that all the equipment remained dry?
2) only the base of the table top on which the TV was so that it did not get wet?
3) the set of plywood furniture, and though covered partly with water, they were not damaged?
4) the base of the piano and damaged it but it was still able to function after a minor repair?
Was it a coincidence that…

5) assemblies, churches, groups, individuals, etc. donated a total of RM134,502.80 to enable the 30-odd  believers in BMGC and other volunteers to give monetary aid to help those whose homes or their property which had been damaged by the floods, and to hold a public Christmas Open-house to cater food for over 600 guests and volunteers?
6) a group of specially-trained disaster relief Christians from as far as Johor knocked at the doors of BMGC to volunteer their services to give their expertise, advice and manpower to help the occupants of the flood-affected homes to clear damaged property and clean up them up, etc.?
7) even the Penang State Government recognised the services of BMGC to request that the State made BMGC their centre for them to distribute their relief aid to those affected? Even two   Councillors (one Federal and one State) were present.
Finally, but not the end, last Saturday night when I was preparing my weekend studies at the computer at about 7.00p.m. there was a thunder bolt so loud and scary I wanted to switch off my laptop at once. Then I remembered that that was the time the special Christmas Open-House event was taking place at BMGC. I prayed to God fervently that somehow the event would not be affected.

On Sunday I attended the Lord’s Supper at BMGC. Then I learned that there was heavy rain that night at Butterworth, Kepala Batas, and, of course Georgetown, but not a drop of rain fell where the event took place!

Was it Coincidence? Was it Chance? Or was it the Overruling Power and Provision of God?

The BMGC Believers believed that the “flood” event was a challenge for their small group of 30 believers or so to let their lights shine before men that they might see their good works and glorify the Father Who art in heaven. To this I say, Amen.

Going back to my ministry this year I was limited to the assemblies in Penang for obvious reasons. Even with that, my time was stretched to the limit as I discharged my domestic and church responsibilities. I covered special studies on The Sevens in John’s Gospel and in his book of Revelation, Nehemiah’s Builders on the Wall and the Resurrection of Christ and of Believers.  These were expository studies giving special insight into the Word that normally are not touched upon by other speakers. At the same time they are topics related to the studies each respective assembly is doing among themselves.
Next year (next week?) after a short rest I shall commence my annual study of the Chinese New Year Animals. This year it will be The Dog.  This probably might be the last but one year that I shall be doing these Chinese New Year Animal studies. I began with the Year of the Pig/Boar in 1983 and every year since then until next year when I shall be studying the Dog (for the third time – 2018, 2006, 1994).  In 2019 it will be the year of the Pig again and that will fully complete the third cycle of my studies, the last cycle with using Powerpoint slides, ending this project that has taken 36 years of my ministry for the Lord!
Well, I am thankful that my frail memory has enabled me to recount these wonderful provisions of God up to this stage.
It is great to end the year 2017 with these thoughts of the Overruling Power and Provision of God as against mere coincidence or chance. That God is the Yahweh Jireh in my life and ministry for Him is proven time and again without doubt and without hesitation.  

Indeed God is Great. To God be the Glory.
I take this opportunity, my wife with me, to wish all of you
A Blessed Christmas and A Bountiful New Year!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	January 2018

	7
	XXX
	Rest Week

	14
	SNGH
	Mephibosheth

	21
	 
	 

	28
	X X X
	Rest Week

	February 2018

	4, 11
	BWGH, IGGC
	 Chinese New Year of the Dog

	16 (Friday)
	Chinese New Year
	Year of the Dog

	18
	BRGH
	Chinese New Year of the Dog

	25
	XXX
	Rest Week

	March 2018

	4, 11
	SAGH, BMGC
	Chinese New Year of the Dog

	18
	?
	Chinese New Year of the Dog

	25
	
	Rest Week

	April 2018

	1
	SAGH
	Easter Sunday

	8
	BWGH
	Topic to be decided later

	15
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	22, 29
	BRGH
	Pictures in the Pentateuch – Pt. 1 & 2
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