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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Dearly Beloved Saints in the Lord,

We are familiar with the phrase “How Time Flies” and it is commonly used to refer to the fleeting moments that fly past us without our noticing them passing by. 

It was at the end of January that I last penned my interim Berita Bethel to wish all of you A Blessed and Prosperous Chinese New Year. Since then four months have flown past so fleetingly that I forgot that I was ever travelling on time’s roller-coaster with its ups and downs on life’s journey.

The mention of the roller-coaster itself takes me back to October 2014, (and it seems like it was yesterday) that I sat in one in Tokyo Disney Land when I took my wife and myself (at the age of nearly 77) up the roller-coaster to be tossed into the air and down onto the rail again - sending all the butterflies in our tummies flying helter-skelter.  And unbelievably, immediately after that event, we lined up to sit in trucks for an Adventure with Indiana Jones down to the underground tunnels in the earth below to search for treasures at breakneck speed, rocketing round turns as if they were straights.
After these two adventures in the two different spheres of the earth (in space and underground), it was ever our dream to cruise between the two before our legs could not carry us anywhere else on land. We are nearing Caleb’s age but not as healthy as he was then, though by God’s grace we had exceeded God’s three-score and ten to nearing four score, past which we have been told by insurance companies that they would not medically insure us for travel anymore. This would make our faith in God more real than ever as after that we would have to rely fully on Him to ensure and insure us in good health if ever He opens the door for us to travel again.
Still we dreamed. And the 1946 oldie hit that I played on my Decca gramophone record came back to me ever so frequently reminding me how I hummed exuberantly when young, “Cruising Down the River on a Sunday Afternoon”. The lyrics went like this though I was too small to remember them then: 
Cruising down the river, 
On a Sunday afternoon

With one you love, the sun above 
Waiting for the moon.

The old accordion playing 
A sentimental tune

Cruising down the river, 
On a Sunday afternoon.

Chorus:

The birds above, all sing of love 
A gentle sweet refrain

The winds around, all make a sound 
Like softly falling rain . . . .

Just two of us together, 
We'll plan our honeymoon

Cruising down the river, 
On a Sunday afternoon
CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (On A Sunday Afternoon) Nellie Tollerton (m) & Emily Beadell (l) Russ Morgan 1949

Yes, I would like to take my wife on a dream boat cruising down the river before we would be restricted to land and in limited space. 

Why then did not I go for it? We did. 
We placed it before the Lord – Lord, if it was His will, grant it for my 80th Birthday! 
So we left the matter with Him there.
Then in October last year we received a phone call from a beloved sister in Christ offering us a Cruise on Costa Victoria from 25th – 30th November, 2016 from Penang to Phuket. Our sister’s husband had promised this cruise to a local missionary couple before he was called home to be with the Lord. The wife was now fulfilling his obligations. At first the aged missionary and his wife agreed but later they thought it was too risky for his infirmed wife to walk up the steps to the ship, and therefore declined the offer. Hence, the offer then came to us and we accepted it as a gift from the Lord though we certainly would like the missionary couple to go. Perhaps the Lord would make it up to them in some other way later.

But we were still keen to go on South-east Asia’s biggest cruise ship, The Ovation of the Seas. Our cousin and his wife who were going were persuading us to join them. We went to the agent to find out about the cruise, but we found the fare too pricey for us. We declined. For that time, we were quite happy that the Lord had already fulfilled part of our dream. After all we got to go on The Costa Victoria.
My 80th birthday came. My children wanted to celebrate it as they did for me for my 70th birthday. I gave strict instructions that they were not to do so. I just wanted it to slip by quietly spending it with my wife. 
Thus, we went back to the place where we first had our honeymoon on our wedding night in Taiping over half a century ago. Of course, we could not return to the same Government Rest House then. Instead we booked into a hotel room at the Lake Gardens. As on our first honeymoon, we attended the Sunday morning Lord’s Supper at Taiping Gospel Hall the next day. I was invited by the oversight to speak on The Chinese New Year of The Rooster after the service. This was followed by another ministry on Peter’s Denial at Kamunting Gospel Centre. Yes, my wife and I had a good relaxing and restful time in Taiping having fellowship with old friends whom we had not seen for a long time. It was a memorable 80th birthday for me with a nostalgic recollection of our honeymoon. But more was to come.
We were given a surprise visit on Tuesday when an elder and his wife drove all the way from Penang to bring along a Birthday Cake and other goodies to celebrate this important day in my life with a thrown-in lunch at a restaurant. They had come to catch up with Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Jevaraj and their son, David who happened to pay a visit to them. We were all invited to join in for this occasion. Indeed we were very touched by this Penang couple for extending to me (and my wife) such a loving act that went beyond the literal distance from Penang to Taiping just to wish me A Blessed 80th Birthday!! 

They drove back home to Penang after that.
My wife also had her share of birthday celebration when we visited Sungai Ara Gospel Hall and they celebrated her birthday with a Birthday Cake.

Though our birthdays were supposed to be very quiet and private somehow they leaked out to others and we thank all those who took the trouble to make the days so meaningful for us to remember.

Just a week after we returned home from Taiping, we received news that there was a promotion fare for The Ovation of The Seas for a cruise to Phuket from Sunday, 26th to 29th March 2017 boarding from Penang and disembarking in Singapore. We checked in with the agent. Yes, there was only one balcony cabin left. And it was available at an incredible promotion price. We now know why the Lord made that first booking unavailable to us then. We would have regretted it now if we had booked it!

My dream of an 80th birthday Sunday afternoon cruise came literally true! We were to board the ship on Sunday before 2.00p.m. That would be fine as then I would be able to speak at SNGH and still be able to board the ship. However, two days before sailing time, I received an SMS that the boarding time had been brought forward to noon making it impossible for me to speak at SNGH and be in time for embarkation. SNGH Oversight was kind to let me off my commitment. We were now set for a Sunday afternoon cruise for both of us! Our Lord is very Gracious and Good to us, and to me particularly.
Our cruise on the Ovation was very memorable.  Without knowing any one of the over 4000 cruisers on board, my wife and I had all the time to ourselves. 
Just two of us together, 
We'll plan our honeymoon

Cruising down the river, 
On a Sunday afternoon

When we disembarked in Singapore, we took the opportunity to extend our stay there as we had not been there for many, many years. Assembly and church friends (the Lohs) were kind enough to open their home to us and we had opportunity to catch up with many dearly beloved saints whom we never met for long moons. They took us out to sight-see and had fellowship over meals. We were certainly impressed with their new Cruise Terminal Centre and their Gardens by the Bay. We also had the opportunity to meet up with a few members of the Singapore Seniors’ Christian Fellowship committee who took us after lunch to attend the Bethesda Ang Mo Kio Seniors’ Bible Class in their newly renovated building.

Two weeks after the cruise we were in KL for me to speak at the Jalan Imbi Chapel “Easter” Meetings. Those interested in listening to these studies can still do so with a visit to my website (see below) before they are archived later. On the last night the saints there surprised me with A Belated 80th Birthday Cake and Celebration at their fellowship dinner after the meeting. 
We thank the Too’s for hosting us in KL. After that we went to stay with our son, Alvin, and had our first glimpse of his new condo at Twin Arkz, Bukit Jalil. It was also an occasion to spend time with our other children and grandchildren (the Khaws) and relatives (the Ngs) as well. We had not been to KL to see them the whole of last year! After a four-day stay, it was back to Bethel.
For all these “holidays” I had to pay a price for them. Though free, in one sense, to make myself free to go, I had to free myself from the various prearranged meetings. Then I had to devote extra time to prepare for the fixed meetings before and after the “holidays” which stressed me quite a great deal and I was subject to gastric attacks ever now and again. Also to be free, we had to make special arrangements for a companion to be with my sister-in-law to care for her in our absence.

The meetings I had to take this term have been very challenging.

First there were the special “Easter Meetings” at Jalan Imbi Chapel. Though the contents were “old” material for me, the presentation was new. For the first time, these studies on the Levitical Feasts in Lev. 23 were presented on Powerpoint slides and this new technology was indeed a real challenge to an oldie like me. 

In fact, all my studies now are presented on Powerpoint. And they are readily accessible to all who are interested with a visit to my website at: www.berita-bethel-ung.com.

Burmah Road Gospel Hall and Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall are studying the Gospel of John chapter by chapter in their respective assemblies this term and I am a guest speaker in their meetings. To make my studies relevant to what they are doing I have opted to give them a general perspective of the Gospel of John so that they would still be able to see the forest/woods for the trees. 
The series are “The Seven’s in John’s Gospel” covering the Jesus’ Seven Signs in it to fulfil John’s purpose in writing, viz.  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name. (John. 20:30, 31). The second topic is the “Seven I AM Sayings of Jesus” in John’s Gospel and to relate each saying to the Tabernacle Structure as He Himself is the Tabernacle. (Jn. 1:14). In a way, this was a unique study. After this I hope to cover The Seven’s in the Book of Revelation as this book was also written by John to complete the series at Burmah Road Gospel Hall.
In Butterworth and Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall, I started a series on Relationships – My Relationship With Them That Are Within and Them That Are Without. All these studies are also illustrated on Powerpoint slides as well.

The Lord has been very Good and Gracious to my wife and me the whole of last term. Though very hard-pressed in certain ways, He had given us sufficient strength to complete our assignments and good health to cope with the challenges in our lives. 
We look forward to experience more of His grace and care for us as we experience the natural process of ageing that as the body weakens He would grant (us), according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man (Eph. 3:16). Thank you for remembering us regularly in your prayers. The Lord continue to strengthen you all as well.
The Lord bless and prosper all of you.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	May 2017

	7
	BWGH
	I.  My Relationship with Them That Are Within - Pt. 1

	14
	BWGH
	I.  My Relationship with Them That Are Within - Pt. 2

	21
	 
	 

	28
	X X X
	Rest Week

	June 2017

	4
	 
	 

	11
	SAGH
	My Relationships Within – Vertical and Horizontal.

	18
	IGGC
	The Sevens in John's Gospel - Pt.1: Jesus' Seven Signs

	25
	IGGC
	The Sevens in John's Gospel - Pt.2: Jesus' Seven "I AM" Sayings

	 

	July 2017

	2
	BWGH
	II. My Relationship with Them That Are Without - Pt. 3

	9
	BWGH
	II. My Relationship with Them That Are Without - Pt. 4

	16
	SNGH
	The Sevens in John's Gospel - Pt.1: Jesus' Seven Signs

	23
	SNGH
	The Sevens in John's Gospel - Pt.2: Jesus' Seven "I AM" Sayings

	30
	 
	 

	 

	August 2017

	6
	X X X
	Rest Week

	13
	X X X
	Rest Week

	20
	BRGH
	The Sevens in John's Revelation - Pt. 3: The Seven Church Letters

	27
	BRGH
	The Sevens in John's Revelation - Pt. 4: The Seven Judgments

	 
	 
	 

	

	September 2017

	3
	X X X
	Rest Week

	4-8
	Bentong, Pahang
	Singapore Seniors' Camp

	10
	SNGH
	Part 1 - Jesus, the Shepherd of the Sheep. Jn. 10:1-21

	17
	SNGH
	Part 2 - Jesus, the Son of God. Jn. 10:22-42

	24
	X X X
	Rest Week

	 

	October 2017

	1
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	8
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	15
	X X X
	Rest Week

	19-21
	P. Dickson
	Assembly Leaders' Conference, 2017

	22
	SAGH
	Topic to be decided later

	29
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later
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