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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
SPECIAL 20th Commendation Anniversary Edition
Today is Sunday, 16th October, 2016.

On Sunday, 16th October, 1996, Burmah Road Gospel Hall commended their first local missionary to the Lord’s work. That was twenty years ago to the day!
On that day, KC Ung was “sent” out (i.e. released, see below) by the assembly to serve the Lord elsewhere as directed by Him and in keeping with the event first described in Acts 13: 1-4, the steps of which are described as follows:

1) The Separation of the Servant: {KC had been serving in the assembly as an elder then.}
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers…As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate [Gk. aphorizō = lit. to set off by boundary, i.e. (figurative) exclude, appoint] Barnabas and Saul…
2) The Summon for Service of the Servant: {KC had heard the call of the Lord to GO…}
…for the work whereunto I have called [Gk. proskaleō = to call toward oneself, i.e. summon, invite] them.
3) The Seeking for confirmation and Support for the Servant: 
{The Oversight conferred and sought the Lord for confirmation of KC’s call after which they commended Him to the assembly for their prayerful support}
…and when they had fasted and prayed, and laid [Gk. epitithēmi = to impose (in a friendly sense):- add unto, lade, lay upon, put (up) on] their hands on them, 
· The Sending by the Society of the Church:
 they sent [Gk. apolyō = to free fully, i.e. (literal) relieve, release, dismiss] them away. 
[The Church then released him to the Lord for His service as to be directed by Him. 

Note: The church does not send; the church releases and frees him, whereas the Sprit sends, see below]
· The Sending by the Spirit: 
So they, being sent [Gk. ekpempō = to despatch: - send away (forth)] forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 
{From now on he has to depend on the Spirit to lead and guide him to where he is to serve.}

This Biblical scene was more or less re-enacted at Burmah Road Gospel Hall perhaps for the first time in its history witnessed by the assembly and representative elders of the assemblies in Penang.

Perhaps the occasion is best described by my youngest son, Alvin who specially flew in from Kuala Lumpur to represent the family when he wrote his report of the occasion to the rest of the Ung family. Here is his report as uplifted from the one he wrote 20 years ago:
From Jerusalem to Judea
Dad’s commendation service, Sunday, October 20, 1996
By now, all of us, including the Ungs in Santa Barbara, must know that Dad has been commended by the church into full-time teaching ministry. The pressing question is this: “So what?” 

After all, since his retirement, Dad has been actively involved in the teaching ministry, with most of his time spent speaking in small churches scattered along the North-South Highway. While a lecturer in MPSP, he led an active preaching life. And even when I was a child, I clearly remember being brought to Kampar, the former mining town at the base of Cameron Highlands, where Dad preached Nehemiah from across a rickety podium covered by a hot tin roof. Thus, since Dad has already been in active teaching ministry, why is it significant that he should be commended by the church? After all he has been doing the work. 

This is my own theory: 

When Dad was in his early twenties, he felt that God might call him to be a missionary. So he slept on the wooden floor to toughen his spine knowing that a missionary might go without mattress. As he waited for God to call him to ‘full time work,’ the call never really did come. Instead he became a teacher. 

As the years went by, he became reconciled to the fact that God wasn’t calling him to be a missionary in the truest sense of the word. He also developed the understanding that his professional teaching career--one that spanned almost 38 years--lands him in the mission field as much as Jim Elliot kowtowed among the Aucas.

Still there was a palpable sense in him that God’s call would one day still come. A lot of God’s mighty servants had to wait. Moses learned how to shepherd sheep forty years before God called him to lead Israelites. David, though oil-anointed to be Israel’s future king, skulked in caves for numerous years, living a renegade life, hiding from Israel’s present king before God called David to rule. Even Paul disappeared into Arabia for three years doing goodness knows what. 

So today, with an almost similar timing to Moses’ calling, Dad has been commended by the local church to serve as a teacher to other churches in Malaysia. I’m sure that this means a lot to him for the fact that for so many years, he has been waiting for this call. Invited representatives from sister churches came. So did a few expatriates. I myself journeyed by midnight bus from KL to Penang. 

After the Lord’s Supper, Mr. Tan Tiong Leng chose a hymn to begin the commendation service, adding a word or two that though BRGH has never commended a full-time worker of its own, there has been a precedent set in Acts when the apostles were commended by the local church before they set sail. In Dad’s case, letters were sent to Brethren Assemblies all over the country to tell them about the news. 

Dad was then called to share his thoughts. Before he did so, he announced to the audience that his call to full time service would never have been possible without Mum, who has supported him faithfully in numerous ways, even in enduring many nights of silences when Dad would be caressing the computer keyboard instead of being with Mum. So he asked Mum to come to the front to join him. Dad also asked me. We flanked him. As Kenny took a few snapshots, Dad also mentioned how he had been encouraged by me when I first enthused about the possibility of him doing full time work. 

For the next twenty two minutes (he had been allotted ten) he spoke of how he heard and confirmed God’s call into this new step, and also how he intends to carry it out. Dad’s method of affirming God’s will seems to focus around seeing how a series of significant events are strung alongside each other to form a coherent sense--for it couldn’t possibly be coincidence, could it?--of a divine will.

He spoke of himself as a prophet without welcome in his own country. He observed that in the window of 3-5 months more than one-and-a-half years ago, he received no invitations from the sister assemblies in Penang and Province Wellesley. At the same time, he had numerous speaking engagements in other parts of the country. And if I might add, I have always gotten the sense that Dad’s teaching back in BRGH seemed to fall on deaf ears. In the past year, he has held a number of workshops and also introduced the Pulau Tikus Initiative--its goal is to reach out to the huge community of yuppies, shoppers, residents and students living in the Pulau Tikus area--all of which fizzled out. 

Furthermore, he received other ‘signs.’ For the past year or so, there has been an anonymous person who has monthly given Dad a sum of money for services rendered for his ministry outside his local church. And slowly, his days began to fill up with speaking engagements from churches all over. Many of the smaller churches began recognizing his teaching role in Malaysia, and began praying for him in that capacity. Harold Cooke, elder at JIC, also highlighted the fact that God has blessed Dad with the ability to teach, particularly, in the context of Malaysia. 

More recently, this past week, Dad also asked for a Gideon-esque sign from God to confirm that today’s commendation service was indeed the right thing to do. None came until the weekend, when, on Friday, just as he was going out to print his speaking notes, the postman arrived. In the pile of letters was an invitation for him to speak at Bangsar Gospel Centre. And on Sunday itself, during the family devotion, Mum read a passage from Micah 6:8--“He has shown thee, O man, what is good and what the Lord requires of thee.” And without knowing that Dad had asked for a sign, on the way to church for the commendation service, I told him that my friend Dunn-Yu who runs the youth program at Bangsar, also asked my father to speak at the youth camp. You could call this my eyewitness account in seeing God calling Dad to serve Him. 

It was a simple meeting: Mr. Tan Tiong Leng chose a hymn, shared a few words, Dad spoke, Mr. Thomas Chin added a few words of commendation, as did Mr. Tan, just before he closed for prayer.   I was touched to see Mr. Tan’s sincerity and his genuine affection and gratitude for Dad’s contribution to the church for so many years. 

The local church has benefitted from Dad’s ministry. But I’m sure all of us in the family will agree that it’s particularly exciting--and also a better use of Dad’s time and energy--that God has now called our father for a more specific action to reach out to small churches to teach and to encourage the leaders and the people.

We should continue to pray for him as he continues to define this new ministry. Especially, we should pray for Mum, for all of us know that without Mum, Dad would be nothing. Paul was great because of Barnabbas (“the Encourager”) who chose to let Paul shine even as he stayed in the background. Likewise Mum. 

We commend Mum and Dad, both in the biblical sense, as well as in offering congratulations. 





contributed by Alvin Ung
---------------------------------
And here is an extract from the special Rumination written to commemorate the occasion also posted out today on God’s Call to me to Come out to serve Him 20 years ago: (From Rumination 610 for Sunday, 16th October, 2016 – The Call of the Lord, God – Reflections of the Week):-
On Christmas Eve, 1995, KC Ung wrote to the Oversight of his assembly that he had heard the Lord’s Call to him to launch out into the deep to preach the kingdom of God to other countries and he was to carry neither purse, nor bag, nor shoes but just to trust the Lord to provide for him through His people in partnership with Him as called and directed by Him to minister to the people. 

KC’s Call was based on his meditation of the Gospel of Luke that year.  In September he was deeply convicted of the Lord’s call from the following texts: 

Date:
   
Luke
Message and Conviction

13.09.95
4:24
"No prophet is accepted in his own country"

14.09

4:43
"I must preach the kingdom of God to other countries also; 
for therefore am I sent. And He preached in the synagogues of Galilee."

15.09

5:1, 3
"The people pressed upon Him to hear the Word of God...
And He sat down and taught the people..."



5:4
“He said...'Launch out into the deep'”
24.10

5:4
“Carry neither purse, nor bag, nor shoes...and in the same house remain, 




eating...”
The oversight of his assembly was informed of his convictions and call of the Lord. They prayed over the matter and waited on the Lord for confirmation.  It took them almost a year before they were sure and finally agreed that indeed KC was called of the Lord.

Thus on the Lord’s Day on 16th October, 1996, KC Ung was commended to a teaching ministry in assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore twenty years ago to the day today!

These twenty years saw the Lord proving to KC that His Person was real, His Promises were reliable, His Provisions in all things Timely, even Tantamount to being miraculous at Times; His Protection Safe and Secure – keeping him in good health to do His work.  His Power in the Preparation and Presentation of the studies and messages to Encourage, Edify, and Exhort the saints is Evident as KC can testify to the results and responses to the ministry which are indeed not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. To Him be all Glory
There are now two websites containing his messages that one can visit to listen to them:

www.berita-bethel-ung.com and  http://www.promiseboxaudio.com/kcung/ (see below)

He also would like to thank all the saints who have been the Lord’s faithful and loyal ministers in practical partnership to provide for him, in personal relationship to encourage him, and in prayerful fellowship to pray for him. Thank you. 

As God, the Lord was and is to KC, He can be to you also.


That’s the promise the Lord gave to Joshua when He called him to serve Him – 

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, 
so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. (Josh. 1:5) 

Do you and can you believe it?  

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: All believers should serve the Lord full time. 

 Are there part-time workers?
As a remembrance of this occasion, the Lord sent a reminder to me of the time when He called me to minister to the needs of the seniors in Bexley Gospel Hall, Sydney. I did not know it but my three messages to the assembly were recorded on audio tape to be discovered by bro. Gary of BlassedAssurance Promise Box.com who sponsors a website of assembly speakers and their messages and studies.  Last month somehow he “discovered” me on Facebook and requested that I gave him permission to put my tapes in his website too. This is indeed God-sent to commemorate this special occasion with three messages I gave and which I thought were “lost” for them to “resurrect” now to be used as His gracious sign to me of His blessing on my ministry for Him these twenty years. Please feel free to listen to these messages first given in 2002 to Bexley Gospel Hall and I hope that you will be edified. Please visit: http://www.promiseboxaudio.com/kcung/
I take this opportunity to repeat what I wrote earlier as I conclude this special edition of Berita Bethel: 
He also would like to thank all the saints who have been the Lord’s faithful and loyal ministers in practical partnership to provide for him, in personal relationship to encourage him, and in prayerful fellowship to pray for him. Thank you.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	October 2016

	2
	BMGC
	Pictorial Report on A Walk Through The Holy Land

	9
	X X X
	Rest Week

	16
	SAGH
	Pt. 1 - The Building of the Wall of Jerusalem: Neh. Chap .3

	23
	SAGH
	Pt. 2 - The Building of the Wall of Jerusalem: Neh. Chap .3

	30
	BWGH
	Pictorial Report on A Walk Through The Holy Land - Pt. 1

	 

	November 2016

	6
	BWGH
	Pictorial Report on A Walk Through The Holy Land - Pt. 2

	13
	X X X
	Rest Week

	20
	BRGH
	20th Year of Commendation: Pre-Commendation Service

	27
	BRGH
	20th Year of Commendation: Post-Commendation Service

	 

	December 2016

	4
	 
	 

	11
	X X X
	Rest Week

	18
	X X X
	Rest Week

	25
	BRGH
	Christmas Day Song Service (11:00am)

	January 2017

	1
	X X X
	Rest Week

	8
	X X X
	Rest Week

	15
	 
	 

	22
	BWGH
	Chinese New Year of the Rooster

	28
	 
	Chinese New Year - Year of the Rooster

	29
	BRGH
	Chinese New Year of the Rooster

	 

	February 2017

	5
	IGGC
	Chinese New Year of the Rooster

	12
	BMGC
	Chinese New Year of the Rooster

	19
	 
	 

	26
	SAGH
	Chinese New Year of the Rooster

	 


