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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Dear Faithful Followers of the Lord 
in His Footsteps,
Mission to the Holy Land.

That was what I was trying to do (i.e. to follow the footsteps of Jesus literally, so to speak) this June when my wife and I went on a “Holy Land Pilgrimage” to Israel. The full report of the journey was given in a special edition that was posted out to you two weeks ago. Therefore there is no need for me to repeat it here. If you miss it, just let me know.
Since then, I have had a few feedbacks of good Bible-based groups that organized Bible-based tours to the Holy Land, whose participants not only went back for a second tour but would recommend to others as well.

Here are some examples:

From Khor Teik Choon, Penang.
Thank you for your holy land tour report.  Interesting though I can also sense your disappointment.  My brother-in-law Benny Wu had gone with the "Precious Seeds" group.  He was very pleased with the bible teacher who led the tour so much so that he went for a second time.  
From Chan Bee Leng, Setapak.
I am sorry to read of your disappointment in your trip. It's true that many churches have organised such trips, either they are too pro-Catholic or touristy. However, I've heard good reports from 3 of my friends who had gone to the Holy Land with a Christian tour operator, if I'm not mistaken, the company is Pro-Highway, apparently related to Dr Chew, the senior pastor from SIB. One of my church members is asking me to accompany her on such a trip when she turns 50 in 2 years’ time. I am keen and excited, so looking forward to it if the timing of the tour permits.

From Ong Hock Chye, Puchong.
I like your report and agree with you on your comments.  In future if you plan to go again, go with Omega Tours (Singapore based and a Christian Co.), because their trips are all Christ- centered and Bible based. And are very professional. They are planning a trip from 2 Dec....  We went with them a couple of years ago.

From Roger Dahlberg, Philippines.
Many thanks for the interesting report Brother.  Sorry that there seem to have been quite a few disappointments.  

Forgive my warped sense of humour but I couldn't resist a wry smile at you ending up with a bunch of charismatics.  That must have taken some patience!

In my humble opinion YOU would be the best person to lead a tour. If you do please put me on the list of interested parties to join.

From Andre Ow, Melbourne.
Thank you for the comprehensive narrative on your travels in the 'Holy Land'.  

You clearly possess an insatiable appetite for sharing your personal experience of the visits.  We noted the funny side of narrative as well as the disappointment you had with the leader of the group. The places of Biblical interest you visited must have brought back some nostalgia relating to your first visit there, and your description of these places that we know in the NT days of the Lord gives us a little insight of what they were like.

We wonder whether you know the Holy Land tours had been advertised in the Precious Seed magazine before, and the tours were conducted by knowledgeable and godly brethren who used the tour occasions in a spiritually edifying manner and reference was made to scriptural texts to enhance experience. We understand many saints who went with the tours richly enjoyed them.

From Jessie Gurney, Sydney:

I just rang the tour operator that we went to Israel in 2013 and had a chat to Julie. The company do organise tours to Israel from any part of the world 
SHEKINAH, Tours & Conferences, www.shekinahtours.com.au

And why I like this tour is because it is so Biblical based. The tour makes the Bible come alive. The tour guide, Erez and the coach driver, Udi are both Messianic Jews. They are both so friendly, patient and so caring and full of love for the Lord Jesus. Every site that we visited, Erez would read Bible passages to support it. He even showed us the mustard seed that Jesus used in His parable n read Matt 17:20

To all of you who have responded to my report of my tour to the Holy Land, Thank You. Thank  you very much for all your feedback. It will be 
beneficial for those who plan to go there in future, and perhaps, with the right provision and encouragement, I may even join you!
Ministry from the Holy Book

Somehow January every year seems to be a rest month for me, and it was so again this year. February kept me busy with studies on The Chinese New Year of the Monkey in various assemblies in Penang. Though this study had been done three cycles away (which means 3x12 years ago) this particular study was for the first time presented with Powerpoint slides which added to their greater clarity. [BTW where can you find the Monkey in the Bible?]
March saw me busy, not in ministering to others, but being ministered to. It was a refreshing change as I sat in for the three-day Penang Combined Assembly Easter Conference and another three-day Bible Reading Conference on Building Blocks of Romans by Randall Amos. It was indeed a good season of refreshing as familiar Bible themes were looked at from new angles to bring new perspectives to my understanding of the Word.

April saw me challenged with new Bible studies never taken before. The study of Ezekiel Chapters 18 and 19 allotted to me by Burmah Road Gospel Hall was so challenging that I began to look at these two chapters from different angles at different times. At BRGH, it was an expository study in keeping with the assembly’s studies of the Book of Ezekiel on Individual Righteousness. Then at IGGC, I was able to modify Eze. Chap. 18 to a Father’s Day message, entitled The Three Fathers. In July, I shall again study these two chapters at BWGH but under the theme Proverb of the Fathers’ Sour Grapes and Parables of the Mother – the Lioness and the Vine, in keeping with their studies of Parables in the Bible. Then in August, I hope to deal with Ezekiel ch.19 as a follow-up to the Father’s Day Message on Eze. 18 with the title Israel’s Fathers and Mother at IGGC. 
It is amazing to see how these two chapters of Eze.18 and 19 can lend themselves to be used in various applications to suit the needs of the respective assemblies on various occasions. 
In May, I undertook a big challenge from Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall to study with them three books in three weeks entitled Extra Notes on Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. Because Sungai Ara Gospel Hall mainly follows the teaching scheme of SAGH, I have the chance to repeat these studies at the end of June and the next two weeks in July. 
The only difference is that SNGH studies Ezra before my series while in SAGH my series would precede theirs, thus preparing them with the background to receive the chapter-by-chapter study of each book after my series. SAGH has another advantage – they are able to view real photographic scenes of the Holy Land from my recent visit there in June as illustrations of the text.
Also, at the beginning of this year, I told myself to stay away from special meetings and not to go out of Penang for ministry because of home commitments and age conditions. But somehow I found myself committed to attend the coming BRGH Family Camp in September and the Asian-Pacific Assembly Conference in August, as well as taking the Christmas Meeting at BRGH. And of course, there was my recent tour of The Holy Land. I might have my own plans, but the Lord has His own too. One just has to follow in the footsteps He lays down!

In addition to the preaching and teaching ministry in the assemblies, I continue to be busy with ministry outreach on-line. My weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations continue without fail. It is posted to my website at www.berita-bethel-ung.com and to recipients who request for them. The next one will be Rumination No. 595. This ministry has gone on for over 11years already week after week without fail since Feb. 27, 2005. Last year, it stretched its reach further with its appearance on Facebook too.

Here is some feedback from those who received it:

From Dr. Wong Kam Seng, Australia: (1 Jan.)
I really appreciate receiving your Rumination since it was first launched years ago. I find them really encouraging, challenging and inspiring. I keep the soft copy in my computer under the folder Bible Teaching/Mr Ung's Teaching. I pray for the Lord to bless you with many more years of labour of love in Him.
From Angeline Loh, Klang: (1 Jan.) 


(Edited for typo errors).
Thanks so much in linking me to your messages to the Year of Monkey talk.

It’s so good to hear you speak. It’s a long time since I heard you speak. From your voice you sounded strong. I enjoyed and was inspired to forward your messages to friends .There are some looking for your notes which i have them now .I will dig out more of your messages on your e- line

THANKS so much for working so hard and faithful all these 33 years on the Chinese Calendar animals to enrich God people .

Thanks so much for forwarding the link to your messages . Yes i have listened to many messages from year 2012, Messages on worship, the local church , Amos. Last night on OLD IS GOLD. Enjoy all of them. It is a feast to me into GOD’S WORDS so refreshing, renewing, inspiring, encouraging. I always listen when i am taking my meals or lunch time at work.
     I will try to get into your website on more from your Bread and Fishes   Also passing on to others your messages too 

Thanks Mr. Ung once again  for all your work put in to feed GOD people. Warm Christian regards

From Wong Yeng Ying, Australia: (6 Feb.)

Re: Chinese New Year Rumination:

Wishing you and Soon Eng a very blessed and love filled CNY. Thanks for your weekly rumination. Very uplifting indeed. Praise God for being such a blessing to us.

From Allen Low Boon Leong, Butterworth (6 Feb)

Keep up the good work of encouraging and inspiring others with your ruminations. Wishing you and your wife a Blessed n Fruitful Chinese New Year.

From Audrey Tan, Selangor. Re: Special International Woman’s Day:

Thanks Mr. Ung for the very reflective rumination. Fruitful n meaningful morning devotion material for me. 

1st April – April Fools’ Rumination:

Very enlightening yet challenging thots for reflection. I shared an extract of it in my FB. 

From Dr. Colleen Redit, Director, CMCT, India.  (29 March)

Thank you for your beautiful messages.  I admire the way you study and you are able to put together such wonderful messages, which are being used by many people and are a blessing to them. With my love and prayers

From sis. E.E., Kuala Lumpur. (20 Jun)

Thanks  SO much for sharing today's reading - it brought tears to my eyes!

I thank God that in my quiet and humble way, He has used some of my writings to meet the needs of some of His children some time somewhere in the world.  

Frankly, I do not know what I do will accomplish. Just that I should be faithful to His Word and share His thoughts with His children in time of need. Only the Lord knows how, who and where they are.

Preparing the Ruminations and the weekend studies every week consumes most of my time and energy. But it is by the Lord’s grace that He enables me to do this. I cast His Word out, like a fisherman casting out his net. I do not know what it will bring in, but just that He has promised that it will not return unto Him void. Therefore, thanks to those who write back and to those who respond to indicate how they have benefitted. 
All thanks be unto God and to Him be all glory.

What lies ahead of me?

Much as I had purposed earlier to station myself more in Penang because of domestic obligations, and spend more time with the family to catch up with previous missing contacts, seemingly much of this will not materialize. For one, I have not been able even to visit my children in Kuala Lumpur since the beginning of this year. 
But on the other hand, my home assembly, Burmah Road Gospel Hall, has sponsored me to attend the Asia-Pacific Assembly Conference (APAC) at Putrajaya in August, and my wife and I for their Family Camp in Genting in September. “In return” I have to speak at their Christmas Service in December! Also, since the time of my commendation by my assembly to the teaching ministry, I have now been asked officially to give a report on the 20th anniversary of my commended service in October. I am grateful for that and looking forward to it.
In between, I continue to minister God’s Word to all the assemblies in Penang as in the roster attached below. Lately there have also been individual Christians who have written in with their personal and biblical problems to request that I shed some light on them as well as to pray for them. It does seem that my pastoral ministry now is more by way of the PC rather than personal visits. 

As the Lord directs and opens the door, so I follow His footsteps. 
Thank you, all of you for your prayer fellowship and practical partnership in all things.
One important item for prayer: Please pray that the Lord will continue to sustain my health from arthritic aches and watery eyesight. The obvious cause is mainly spending too many hours sitting in front of the PC monitor screen to prepare my work.
=================================================================
Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	July 2016

	3
	SAGH
	Extra Notes on Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther - Pt.2

	10
	SAGH
	Extra Notes on Ezra,  Nehemiah and Esther - Pt.3

	17
	BWGH
	Eze. 18:1-18 - Proverb of the Fathers' Sour Grapes

	24
	BWGH
	Eze. 18:19-19:14 - Parables of the Mother: The Lioness and The Vine

	31
	 
	 

	 

	August 2016

	7
	IGGC
	Eze. 18:19-19:14 - Israel's Fathers and Mother

	14
	X X X
	Rest Week

	17-20
	Putrajaya,KL
	Asian-Pacific Assembly Conference (APAC)

	21
	X X X
	Rest Week

	28
	BRGH
	Topic to be decided later

	

	September 2016

	4
	X X X
	Rest Week

	11
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	15-17
	BRGH
	BRGH Family Camp

	18
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	25
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	 

	October 2016

	2
	X X X
	Rest Week

	9
	BMGC
	Topic to be decided later

	11
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	23
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	30
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	 

	November 2016

	6
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	13
	X X X
	Rest Week

	20
	BRGH
	20th Year of Commendation

	27
	BRGH
	Topic to be decided later

	 

	December 2016

	4
	 
	 

	11
	X X X
	Rest Week

	18
	X X X
	Rest Week

	25
	BRGH
	Christmas Day Song Service (11:00am)


