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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
Wow! It is just incredible and I cannot believe it. Today is the last day of the year 2015. Tomorrow is 2016 New Year’s Day and it seems like New Year’s Day 2015 just marched in yesterday. It had been my intention to post this Berita out in September. September came and went. So did October and November. Now I have to run after December and catch it by its tail before it leaves me without my 
third Berita for 2015. 

How should I start or how should I end the year? 

Most significant in the passing months (again) was the role, the angels played in my life.

Well, firstly, it was just a few days ago, that we celebrated them. I spoke about them in the Christmas Service at SNGH after having been persuaded by their elder to do so as I had stopped taking such meetings for a few years already.
The Message of the Angels
The message of FEAR NOT by the angels (And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people, Lk. 2:10) was part of the theme of my Christmas message then, Hi Do You Not Know… that you Cannot Convert to be a Christian… 

   by Celebrating Christmas?… by being Confronted by a Cross?…by singing Carols?…by going to Church to see nativity scenes of an Infant Jesus Who never seems to grow up and therefore never proceed to the Cross?…by just savouring in the Commercial Xmas with Santa Claus and Christmas trees at the Core, and wishing all and sundry, Merry X-mas, Ho, Ho Ho!?!

The angel’s message of Fear Not was very Relevant because of the fears of one Religion in a small little Realm in particular, and in our Region in general. The former has imposed a five-year jail term for those daring to celebrate Xmas. They just have to face a cross of any format, and lo, they will become Christians! One is also prohibited from shaking the hand of a Christian in case he drags him/her down to be one! It is so easy to be a Christian according to their gospel, in contrast to what Christ said, “Whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be My disciple.” (Lk. 14:27). For those interested in listening to this Christmas message you can visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages-notes/SNGH_2015-Christmas-Do-You-Not-Know.doc
The Merriment (Joy) of the Angels

The Lord revealed to us that “there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10). In the same way, I would expect that there is joy in heaven over one saint that returns home to be with Him. Stephen, the first martyr, was welcomed home by the Lord Himself. In fact, he was given a standing ovation. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. (Acts 7:5f)
In September (in certain cases within a few days), there was suddenly an influx of an upward call of precious saints whom I knew well. The angels in heaven were kept busy as they celebrated with joy the homecoming of 96-year-old Martha Samuel, a stalwart of Burmah Road Gospel Hall; Eddie Lim, a prisoner of the Lord who had set many prisoners free from their bondage to sin on earth; Philip Kok who laid the foundation for the assembly at Kajang Gospel Centre; Tan Tiong Liang, and Molly Cheah Siew Gueh, 88, who left for heaven in Perth Australia on 6th October but whose ashes were buried in the Western Road Christian Cemetery. The last was Ang Eng Sun, brother of elder, Dr. Ang Eng Hai in Butterworth Gospel Hall on 18th Dec. To all their loved ones my wife and I pass on our condolences - the Spirit’s comfort be with them.
The Ministry of Angels

Are they [angels] not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation?  (Heb. 1:14)

But more precisely I would like to thank the loving and caring angels who ministered to my personal needs, when my wife took her sister to see her brother in Kuala Lumpur to consult a specialist there regarding her Parkinson’s disease in October. I was left alone to hold the fort at Bethel for one week. Without knowledge of my “alone” situation, these earthly angels came to my aid to feed me as the angel in heaven did for Elijah, “as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.” (I Kgs. 19:5)  And so the Lord prepared His angels. 
The Sunday before my wife left for KL, an angel from IGGC gave her a layer-cake for me which was to sustain me when she would be away. She and we did not even know that I would need it subsequently. It was just a loving gift from her.
Then two days later, another sister also from IGGC brought to my home a chicken pie, not knowing that my wife would be away soon. Later, she even brought me Balik Pulau laksa. 
Then something occurred that indeed demonstrated it was the Lord’s hand behind all these kind gestures. A generous sister from SAGH had made a few banana cakes too many, and wanting to make full use of the extra ones, asked her husband to whom she should give one. The husband just blurted out, “Mr. Ung”. I wondered whether he had intended to say that or the Lord just put the words in his mouth. Whatever, banana cake is my favourite and I just bought one from TESCO a few days ago. This was to serve for my breakfast and lunch for the next few days. Then on 24th Oct. BRGH gave the participants a lunch at the new CRC Restaurant after their Workers’ Conference. Thus, almost every meal of mine was generally taken care of by angels when my wife was away! All those who contributed never knew why they contributed when they did - they just played out their angelic roles that the Lord had laid on their hearts to care for His servant!
The Mission of Angels

There are still two more angels I need to acknowledge. They are from BRGH. Thank you, dear anonymous angels, for dropping two gifts (first time) in envelopes ear-marked for me on 6th December. Of course, this is in addition to the regular anonymous angel who every month (without fail) dropped in a bank envelope a gift, since the time of my commendation unto service for the Lord in 1996 (19 years ago). This faithful angel of the Lord ever reminds me that as long as the Lord provides through this angel, I need to be faithful to Him too in my ministry among His people. After all, He is the Yahweh Jireh. Thank you again, dear angel, whoever you are, for your faithfulness. Only our Faithful Yahweh can recompense and reward you accordingly.
Obviously there will always be many more services done by angels as they minister to His saints behind the scene that we may or may not be aware of. Among them are, of course, my wife’s life-long ministry of love and care to and for me. Then there are also the few loving sisters and brothers who are equally very loving and caring.    I thank the Lord for all of them.
This term has been a very busy one for me in spite of my planning last year to rest and relax towards the end of this year so that I can visit my children and five grandchildren whom I have missed out. Instead, my plans were all disrupted and my rest days were exchanged for special ministries unto the Lord among His people.
This term my wife and I were not able to visit them at all because of my sister-in-law’s condition. At one stage we were very concerned as to what she might do. Since her paid-companion came back to accompany her for more than a month last November, she is now more stabilised. However, the former just returned to her home on Christmas day. We pray that her stability will continue.

As we could not visit our children they came to visit us in instalments instead. First was Daniel Khaw, our grandson. He had just started work in Bank Negara (the third generation to be thus employed). He came just with the purpose of spending time with us. And he did. We had a rich time together.
Then came his parents (Robert and Dorothy) together with Christopher (from US) who took time off from his knee treatment in KL to come and see us. We had a loving time together at the Bank Negara Resort at Batu Ferringhi. Finally just last week, Alvin, Huey Fern and Andrew dropped in the next day after their two-week work-cum-holiday to Japan, to visit us too before Andrew starts school on Monday.  He won second prize in his Chinese kindergarten on “graduation”. The other family gathering (without us) was at the home of Christopher when our granddaughter, Hannah Khaw from Columbia University, visited his family at Naperville, Illinois to spend time with her auntie, Deborah and cousins, Tara (back from Hillsdale College) and Isabel, for Christmas. 
As for my ministry for the Lord, I had planned for a lighter schedule because of maturing age, physical restrictions, mental handicaps, etc., but it turned out that I was busier than ever. A number of rest periods were removed from my schedule to be replaced with special meetings to make them ever so challenging and demanding. Still with the Lord’s enablement I came through November and December and am looking forward for a little rest in January before I monkey about with my schedule in February in connection with the Chinese New Year. (See my speaking schedule below). Though this would be the third cycle in the Chinese New Year Animals series, it would be the first with Powerpoint Presentation.
After three years, I was able to complete my studies on The Problems of the Church at Corinth (from Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians) in four assemblies in Penang (BWGH, IGGC, SAGH and SNGH). At BRGH I was given the option to complement my studies with what they were studying, viz. The Future In the Past (a study of the Seven Feasts of the Lord) and the SEVEN Series that covered the seven covenants, the seven weeks, the seven parables in Matt. 13, the seven letters to the seven churches, etc. They were both challenging to me to prepare and to the congregation to follow these deep detailed studies. 
At SNGH I was invited to take their Christmas Service followed by a study on James 5:13-20   two days later on Sunday. Earlier I took part in their study on Daniel with me taking chapters 7-9. 
This year I am thankful to the Lord and my assembly at BRGH for enabling me to participate at the Assembly Leaders’ Conference in Kampar this month. I am looking forward to meet fellow saints in the coming Asia-Pacific Assembly Conference in August next year.

Apart from ministering to the Lord’s people in the assemblies in Penang physically, I have an extended ministry over the Internet virtually via Gmail, Chat, Facebook, WhatsApp, etc. Through these media, I replied to questions that troubled the saints in their understanding of the scriptures, doctrines, practices, and other issues; encouraged saints and servants of the Lord to press on with their ministries on their birthdays and wedding anniversaries as well as share with the Lord’s servants the goodness of the Lord that others share with me.
Then there are my weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations that I post to my website at www.berita-bethel-ung.com for saints to read and download, as well as those who request to be sent to them by email attachment every week. Commencing from this year, they have also been posted to Facebook in the public domain regularly. For those not acquainted with them, these weekly Ruminations are to help believers to prepare their thoughts for a time of remembrance and worship at the Lord’s Supper as well as to help the younger believers to participate meaningfully at the service. These study outlines can also be used by budding speakers to assist them in their preparation. For these, I have an angelic webmaster to thank for.
Apart from the Ruminations, I also contribute to the Gospel Folio Press publication of their Daily Devotional Calendar of Choice Gleanings regularly every year. 
In the last couple of years all my studies and messages are presented on Powerpoint slides. They are now available for downloading together with the outline notes and their oral recording on MP3 files.

The Lord indeed has been Good and Faithful to my wife and me. He has sent His angels to care for us, watch over our every step and supply our every need.  We thank God too for His angelic Faithful Prayer Partners who intercede for us at the Throne of His Grace regularly.
To all of you, my wife and I would like to wish 
A Blessed and Fruitful New Year.
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Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	January 2016

	3, 10, 17, 24
	X X X
	Rest Week

	16
	BRGH
	Annual Assembly Dinner

	31
	BWGH
	The Year of the Monkey

	February 2016

	7
	BRGH
	The Year of the Monkey

	8
	Monday
	Chinese New Year

	14
	IGGC
	The Year of the Monkey

	21
	SAGH
	The Year of the Monkey

	28
	BMGC
	The Year of the Monkey

	March 2016

	6
	XXX
	Rest Week

	20
	IGGC
	Topic to be decided later

	24-27
	BRGH
	Bible Reading and Easter Conferences

	April 2016

	10
	XXX
	Rest Week

	17
	BRGH
	Series to be decided later.

	24
	BRGH
	Series to be decided later.


