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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
Back We Go.

It has been more than six months since Berita Bethel was last posted. To continue from where I stopped would be an insurmountable task for my frail and failing memory. Hence, it would be easier to trace back from where I am now to where I last left off. So here it comes – Back We Go!
It was my New Year Resolution not to leave Bethel for outside Penang appointments for two reasons: 

1) It is now a hassle to book on line for flights outside Penang (I do not drive long distances now) and not as easy as before to take series of studies in a row with an ageing memory; 2) with a sis-in-law down with Parkinson and sometimes accompanied by depression, my wife has to stand by to keep her company as she stays alone in a big house. Even then, somehow we seemed to have travelled out more often than what we originally anticipated.    But for most times, the Lord provided her with a companion to accompany her when we were away.
Belgium, Here we Come (Aug. 2-17)
I am penning this from a rented 2-storey apartment where my wife and I are staying with my eldest son, Christopher, his wife, Deborah and their two daughters, Tara and Isabel. They are here for a one-month stay for Christopher’s work while we jump on their band-wagon for the two weeks in between from 2nd to 17th August.  This is also the 2nd instalment of our family Reunion. For the first one, see Back to Nostalgia below.

My wife and I are indeed excited (if not elated) to see them all. This is our first (and may be the last) time in Europe and we are exhilarated at this prospect of “killing two birds” with one stone. While Chris supervises his cancer-research staff, we and the rest of the family spent time together visiting places. Since our arrival we have been to downtown Antwerp a few times. While excited to see the medieval buildings and monuments there, we were “horrified” to witness the big number of locals and tourists sitting under big umbrellas to shade them from the sun and consuming huge amounts of cholesterol-related food, not excluding their noted Belgian beer. No prize for any one guessing the number of obese people walking around and the number of cigarette butts that litter the pavements for pedestrians, lanes for the numerous cyclists and the tree-lined roads for buses and trams. The politeness and helpfulness of the multi-ethnic men and women is one mix of cultures that Malaysians can learn from. Their tourism industry out-performs what Malaysia can offer.
While in Antwerp, we had opportunity to visit the beautifully-architectured medieval cathedrals, train stations, museums, castles, monasteries, etc. in Louven, Ghents, Brugges, Brussels, etc. These historical heritage buildings are earning the country big money with long queues of tourists for boat-rides on canals, riding in horse carriages, and tasting the noted Belgian chips, waffles and chocolates, including snail-soup, etc.  On Sunday, we were at Antioch Church, the only English-speaking international church in Antwerp according to Google. My daughter-in-law said that it was like heaven at the sight of the multi-ethnic multitudes praising the Lord in one language. My wife and I missed the Lord’s Supper very much though.
Back to Nostalgia (July 2-5)
Our next stop travelling back in time was the 1st instalment of our Family Reunion when together with Dorothy, Robert, Daniel and Hannah (the Khaws) and Alvin, Fern and Andrew (the Ungs in KL) we went to the Bank Negara Bungalow at Cameron Highlands from July 2-3 and Strawberry Park from July 4, 5. It was a nostalgic family reunion returning to the Bank Bungalow after its booking was restricted to their top management personnel. We went there often when my wife was entitled to go there when our three children were children, but now we had to depend on Dorothy to book it for us and her son to book the Strawberry Park unit to continue our stay there. It was indeed very nostalgic for us, Alvin and Dorothy as we recalled the hardly-changed environment and our early stay there.
Now they could recall with their spouses and children what they enjoyed and experienced as children when we took them there for our holidays. This trip up the Highlands was a very pleasant and delightful trip. It was the off-peak season (in contrast to our earlier experience, see below) and we enjoyed the cool and calm environment that Camerons was known for then, though much of it has been marred by pollution, human greed and development now.
Back to Family Camp (June 6-8)
It had been quite a few years since my wife and I attended any church family gathering. But on June 6-8, we joined the Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall Family Camp. The main reason for us to do so was to catch up with bro. Andrew Cowell whom we had not seen for many years since his return to Australia from Indonesia as the Lord’s servant serving there. He was then the Camp speaker. The assembly at Sungai Nibong was very kind to sponsor us for the stay up there and providing us with a room to ourselves too. But the trip up and down was the worst we had ever experienced in our many trips to Camerons. We took nearly eight hours up and seven hours down by car due to the crawling bumper-to-bumper traffic congestion during the Hari Raya holidays. Both my wife and I had a profitable time studying the Word with Andrew’s guidance and getting to know the SNGH saints better.
Back to Phuket, Thailand (April 2-5)

It was probably my fourth visit, when my wife and I accepted the invitation from the Phuket Christian Assembly in April for me to speak at their Passover (Easter) Meetings for three sessions. Phuket was not spared the city traffic jams either. We were put up in a hotel near the venue for the first two nights when the meetings were held in the old Christian Assembly building in town to facilitate our transport to and from the meetings. On Saturday, we checked out from the hotel to move to their new assembly camp site building where we put up at their cozy mission house. We had visited the main building in our earlier visit and was told of their plans to build this new camp site - dormitories and teachers’ quarters. When it was opened, though invited, we were not able to make it because of previous appointments. Now, it was our joy to see it, stay in the mission quarters, and for me to take the Easter Sunday meeting there after the Lord’s Supper.

Throughout our stay there, we had the privilege to see bro. Peter Ferry and his wife, Peggy. We were delighted to see the wheel-chair Peggy well enough to be present in all the meetings. Her recovery was something for which we praised the Lord for. Bro. Peter interpreted my English into Thai. We also met up with Amnart and his wife, Mem, as well as witnessed the baptism of two in the sea. It was their twelfth since the beginning of this year. We flew back on Monday for obvious reasons stated earlier.
Back to Bethel (2015)

The Year began as usual with me ministering to the Lord among His saints in the six assemblies in Penang, viz. Burmah Road Gospel Hall (BRGH), Island Glades Gospel Centre (IGGC), Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall (SNGH), Sungai Ara Gospel Hall (SAGH) all on the island and Butterworth Gospel Hall (BWGH), Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre (BMGC) on the mainland.

As with every year, since almost 30 year ago, I continued with my studies on the Chinese New Year Animals. This year it was The Year of the Sheep from Feb. 1-Mar 8. For the last six years, these Chinese New Year studies took on a new format with each illustrated with Powerpoint slides.
From April onwards I continued with the various studies in the respective assemblies.
The studies on the Problems in the Church in Corinth have taken almost three years. They (about nine in each series) have been very profitable as they deal not only with the Problems, but also the Precepts (Church Doctrines) and Practices connected with the Local Church. The amazing thing is that these Corinthian Problems are so relevant and current to our assemblies even today. They would be completed this year at SNGH, BWGH, IGGC and SAGH.

BRGH opted for their own special studies. They are studying All Things Future for this whole year dealing with the eschatological doctrines in scripture. My duty was to review them and put them into perspective by looking at them again based on the Levitical Feasts of the Lord (Lev. 23) entitled The Future in the Past. Likewise BMGC had their own topics to meet their needs with me fitting in. 
Apart from speaking at these meetings in the assemblies on Sundays, I continued to be busy ministering to the saints at large from home through my weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations. These have passed the 500 mark and it is my hope to compile them into book form in the near future. For the first time, these Ruminations are posted on Facebook every week since February, 20 – the date of the 10th Anniversary of Ruminations. Following are some comments received on them:
3 May, 2015 – Elisabeth Elis 

Dear Mr. Ung, Just to say how blessed I was by last week and this week's ruminations. How true about being crucified on the cross instead of being crucified with Christ and then my favourite hymn "It is well with my soul”. Trust this finds you both well.
[Note: this Rumination brought tears to Mrs. Y when she received it. She told me personally about this when I met her in her assembly on Sunday.]
30 April, 2015 – Edward K. 

A thought came to me while I was in Penang after we had talked about the book on your ruminations. You spent a tremendous amount of time prepping for ruminations and meetings. Instead of a book, maybe that will come later, I feel your efforts could be directed to raising up aspiring-God-led-"UKCs" to continue your work after you go to be with the Lord! A BBTT, "Bethel Bible Teachers Training," - a select group of God-led Biblical scholars who are passionate and determine to teach the Word of God under the tutelage of UKC, benefiting from your years of experience in research, know-how and standing up before assemblies week after week! I would stop short in saying, an "elite group" who is willing to learn how to research, where to look, prepare a message, and practice their delivery in class and realtime in Assemblies starting in Penang and later throughout Malaysia! I am not sure if this will lighten your load, but you should refuse half your current meeting schedule, and spend that time training these future teachers. The Assemblies may miss you but in due time, the fruits of your labour will supply Assemblies , not just one UKC a week in one Assembly, but well-prepared, learned teachers of the UKC-kind, faithfully serving all Assemblies weekly! Wouldn't that be a blessed legacy you can leave behind for the next generation, if not generations, of Assembly Bible teachers! Wouldn't that do more than just a couple of books gathering dust on the bookshelves!
[Note: I have already implemented the above proposal in three periods in my past ministry, viz. the Assembly Bible Class (ABC) at BRGH every Sunday, the Bethel Bible Class (BBC) in my home every Friday and the Adults’ Bible Class (ABC) for all assembly leaders at SNGH every fortnight. The products of these projects are now bearing their fruits.] 
May 11 – Yeng Yin Goh

Thanks for the Mother's Day message and the points to ponder. Shared with friends. Keep all your messages coming. God bless you and your work for the King of Kings.
Aug. 15 – Adeline Ng Praise God for empower His message through Berita-Bethel-Ung. May God bless you & family!
Finally, as a “dessert” for this Berita, let me end with a note about my six-year-old grandson, Andrew Ung (the son of Alvin and Huey Fern). Apart from my eldest son, Christopher, Andrew would probably be the only one to give me stiff competition in travels outside home to my half a century of ministry for the Lord. 
At the last count, he had travelled to Belgium, Netherlands, France, Monaco, India, China, Hong Kong, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, Singapore, Indonesia, Philippines. I lost to him in Netherlands, France and Monaco! The reason for his Marco Polo travels was that he travelled with his father (and mother) who has a research fellowship from Khazana to write books on leadership and conduct international forums on the topic.  Alvin is now writing his fourth book. His Barefoot Leadership is used as a text in many circles in government agencies.
My wife and I continue to value your personal prayer fellowship and your practical partnership in many ways. Thank you. We appreciate very much what you are doing for us as channels of blessings to us from the Lord.

(Note: We are now back in Penang and will be continuing my study on The Future in The Past through the Feasts of Trumpets and The Day of Atonement on Sunday (23 and 30 Aug.) at BRGH.
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Page of Praise and Prayer Points

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	August 2015

	2, 9, 16
	X X X
	Rest Week

	23, 30
	BRGH
	The Future in the Past - Pt. 3: The Feast of Trumpet and the Day of Atonement

	30
	BRGH
	The Future in the Past – Pt. 4: The Feast of Tabernacles

	September 2015

	6
	SNGH
	The Beauty and The Beasts - Dan. Ch. 7 (Dan.2)

	13
	SNGH
	The Battle of the Beasts - Dan. Ch. 8

	20
	SNGH
	The Seventy Sevens - Dan. Ch. 9

	27
	X X X
	Rest Week

	October 2015

	4, 11
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	18, 25
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later

	November 2015

	1
	X X X
	Rest Week

	8
	BMGC
	Problems in the Local Church in Corinth: I Cor. 15 - The Resurrection and its Body

	15, 22
	BRGH
	The Confirmation of the Covenants and The Series of the Sevens

	29
	SAGH
	The Local Church in Corinth - Pt. 8b – Paul’s Concluding Words - Chap. 16:5-24

	December 2015

	6
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later

	13, 20
	X X X
	Rest Week

	27
	 
	 


