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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
Let not your heart be troubled.

Jn. 14:1
Have a Heart

I am writing this at 1945 hrs. on Wednesday, 17 December 2014 in a two-bedded-room 14-20A in Gleneagles Hospital, Penang. Most of the visitors of the patient in bed 20B had just returned home. They were here since 1530 and were talking so vociferously that I hardly rested. However, this interruption of my rest continued later as the patient in the next bed had to be attended to by the nurses until about 2230. This was followed by a report of what happened by the room lodger to a relative over the phone. Standing just next to my closed curtain, she spoke so loudly that I could hardly sleep until past midnight. Lesson to learn: when visiting patients in hospital or attending to them please have a heart for others in the same room.

Strengthening the Heart

But what am I doing here?

Yesterday I went for my routine six-month chest check-up at the Hospital. I had an almost “perfect” blood test report from PathLab last month, and with an average BP reading of 120/70. So I stepped on the treadmill yesterday with great confidence walking the distance to Stage 4 in ten minutes for my stress test after my ECG.

However what my cardiologist told me when I consulted him after the tests was completely different from what I expected. He suspected that my earlier 30% blockage of the main artery to the heart three years ago could have worsened and I needed to do an angiogram to confirm it.

That was yesterday. This morning at 9.00a.m. I had the angiogram done and discovered that the earlier blockage had increased to 80-90%. Praise the Lord that only that one artery was blocked. So a stent was inserted. And here I am recovering from this procedure, typing out this Berita on my phone. I hope to be discharged tomorrow with restrictions to my right hand movements where the stent was inserted and subjected to a life-long taking of blood-thinning and cholesterol-lowering drugs, and of course, certain other obvious diet restrictions too – definitely no more pig-brains and chee-cheong choke (broth cooked with internal organs and intestines) if I want to remain brainy.
Heart-throbbing Experiences

Well, this term has been a very exciting term. Last month saw my wife and I going on an Osaka-Kyoto-Tokyo tour with my cousin and his wife. We had the chance to travel on a bullet train, visit Mt. Fuji, live out our young days at Universal Studios and Disney Sea. My wife and I (in our late seventies, thinking that we were still seventeen!) were adventurous enough to go up on a roller-coaster that took us round a 360-degree loop in the air, punctuated by shrieks from the passengers with each downward roll. After this adventure, we teamed up with Indiana Jones joining him to plunge through sharp curves in the underground tunnels at breath-breaking speeds in search of treasures. On thinking back now, I just wondered if it was wise for me to take my wife on such rides at our age – myself with my heart condition (unknown to me then) and my wife with her spine condition! In our recklessness we met with God’s graciousness.
[Aside: Lately we have to seize every opportunity we have to travel for two personal reasons. Age is catching up on us with its human frailties when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened, Eccl. 12:3. Second, my wife’s sister who is down with Parkinson’s disease needs us to care for her. She is often down with Depression. Thus, when there is opportunity for someone to assist we need to seize it. Hence, also arises the problem of my committing to a ministry outside Penang as we do not know when we are actually needed at home.] 

Touching the Heart

December is another special month as our children, one by one, spontaneously continued honouring us for our 51st wedding anniversary. Alvin, Fern and Andrew visited us in the first week. (They are now in India for Alvin’s research for his forthcoming fourth book. The three had just returned from the Philippines last month and might be heading for South Africa after their return from India for Alvin’s further research.) In the second week, Christopher who was out in KL for his stem-cell knee treatment took four days off to spend time with us. This week Dorothy and Robert were with us to assist her mum in caring for her dad when he underwent the procedure of angioplasty. (It was not planned that way, but the Lord was gracious to plan it this way.) It is indeed rare for our three children to visit us in three consecutive weekly instalments just as they celebrated our golden anniversary in three stages last year. We thank the Lord for them and for the quality time they spent with us.

Have a Heart for the Lord

December is supposed to be my rest month to compile my Ruminations into book form. A couple have offered to do the editing. But owing to the above unexpected events this project may have to be postponed.  This also means that all spring-cleaning projects at home for Christmas, New Year and Chinese New Year have to be deferred indefinitely or not done at all because of restrictions to my arm movements and a weaker heart condition.

However, ministry unto the Lord and to His people continues from the home. The weekly Lord’s Day 

Ruminations (now No. 516) occupy a major part of my time. They are published at my website at www.berita-behel-ung.com, sent out by email attachments to those who request for them and via Facebook weekly.  It seems that other websites are also linking theirs onto mine.     
An example is:  Explorations In Personality 70th Anniversary Edition.

http://8book.ninja/pdf/file/00/46/15/68/explorations-in-personality-70th-anniversary-edition-461568.pdf
Quickbooks (DocStok) is also linked to mine at
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/145531603/387-01-Jul---berita-bethel-ungcom; 

EBook: PDF Library has it at: http://www.pdflibrary.org/pdf/www-berita-bethel-ung-com.html. 
A quick Google search for Berita Bethel will reveal more. 

Heart-felt Thanks

Various saints have written back to show their appreciation of these Ruminations which are used primarily to prepare them for a meaningful participation at the Lord’s Supper, or as a resource reference on biblical topics and themes for Bible studies or as discussion material for Christian living and testimony from the Reflections for the Week. 

I personally would like to thank those who have written back to say how these Ruminations have helped them to encourage me. This is indeed mutual encouragement and I thank…
Bro. Lee Swee Seng for his encouragement when he wrote: Brother KC Ung, Thank you for sharing with us the Lord's blessings upon your life…I am very encouraged to see how you've shared the fruits of your study of God's Word on your website. I am sure the Lord has used it to bless his world-wide church. Regards…
Likewise bro. Khoo Oon Soo,

Dear Kim Cheng, You have so much writing already done. You should get someone to collate them and publish. This was what a bother did for MacDonald and his writings. Will keep in touch. Blessings.

	   And bro. Chin En Tek, 
	
	
	


Many thanks for sharing the latest rumination, Mr Ung. I especially like the closing point to ponder:

The Christian is not an earthly Zionist but he is heading towards a heavenly Zion. May we follow Abraham's example in Hebrews 11:10. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. Amen.

From sis. Elisabeth Elis,

Dear Mr. Ung, Just to say how blessed I was by this week's rumination as it was such an encouragement as it was a fresh reminder that Jesus even in the area of unjust suffering led the way for right behaviour. In my work situation this year it has been a difficult year 

as I would continually come on the side of  the girls as I believed this is what Jesus would do because they were marginalised and needed to be understood instead of the threat of expulsion. So it has been very challenging BUT also very rewarding when God intervened and they were given a second chance. 

Gems of the Heart

With this ministry from home, there is another ministry involved in reminding the saints of the Lord regarding their birthdays, wedding anniversaries, etc. and rejoicing with them on their respective dates with some encouragement to press onward with the Lord’s blessings from above. For this term, a few of them stand out with their beautiful anniversary gems. We rejoiced with Mr. & Mrs Edward Low on their Ruby Wedding Anniversary in November, and this month we celebrated sis. Chua Say Yang’s Sapphire Birthday with the saints at Island Glades Gospel Centre. Incidentally my eldest son, Christopher entered his Golden age in October while his sister celebrated her and her husband’s Silver Wedding Anniversary in November.

In August, Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall celebrated with Mr.& Mrs. Daniel Jevaraj (their commended missionaries) their Diamond wedding anniversary. This is indeed a real accomplishment. To top it all, BOTH are still actively serving the Lord and His people. They are faithful to the Lord and the Lord is faithful to them.

In these days of brief marriages and multiple divorces such anniversaries are treasured gems. They are a great reminder to thank God for the years of His blessings and to commit to Him the years that lie ahead.  These are precious gems of the heart in His sight.
Next year there will be more special birthday and wedding anniversaries to come. We pray for God’s blessings on all concerned. To those whose special anniversaries I have inadvertently omitted to mention I ask for their forgiveness.

Touching the Heart

Teaching Ministry this term has been confined to the assemblies on the island and mainland Penang. We continued with our studies on the Problems in the Church in Corinth started the year before purportedly just to know more on Church Truths, but we found that the problems encountered by the local church in Corinth were so relevant to those faced by the local churches today we plunged into more detailed studies of these problems to see how Paul dealt with them. In November, to challenge us for the end of the year to face the new year, we studied The Years the Locus Hath Eaten with Joel 1:4 and 2:25 as our texts. 
Next year, I will continue my rest through to January. In fact, compared to previous years, next term seems to be more relaxed. The Lord seemed to have planned all these for me in view of my angioplasty and the needed rest to follow even without my knowing it. I was wondering why no assembly “booked” me for any duty then. I did not know then, but now I know!

With February, Chinese New Year dawns and I shall be going round the assemblies studying The Year of The Sheep, as has been my usual practice every year since 1983 – The Year of the Pig. Therefore this will be the 32nd year studying these animals as they appear in the Bible. I hope also to compile these studies into book form when I complete the whole cycle of 12 years with Powerpoint Presentations accompanied by audio recordings. The earlier studies were not recorded on MP3 or presented in Powerpoint. It will take a few more years to do so if the Lord allows me.

Healthwise both my wife and I are not as good as at last year. She now has spine and leg problems which slow down her movements while I have a drooping eye-lid which affects my vision especially when reading, and that includes the Scriptures. 

Before I conclude, I would like to thank all of you for your faithful prayer fellowship and practical partnership in my ministry for the Lord among His people.  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel *from the first day until now;  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (Phil. 1:3-6). 

From My Heart
*In particular I would like to assure the anonymous saint from BRGH that your white envelope does reach me every month since the day of my commendation 18 years ago. Your faithfulness to the Lord is without compare and only He can reward you for this cup of cold water that you give to His servant. I hope to know you and to thank you personally when I hear the Lord Himself calling out to you to come forward and saying, Well done; thou good and faithful servant” up there. Please come up to me if I forget!

My wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish all our beloved prayer-partners in the Lord 

A Blessed, Meaningful and Joyful Christmas

And a Bountiful and Fruitful New Year.
====================================================================================
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The Year of the Sheep
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The Year of the Sheep
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The Year of the Sheep
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Chinese New Year
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Easter Sunday
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The Future in the Past – Part 1 (before the Prophetical Parenthesis)




