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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
Note and Introduction: This Berita was first penned when my wife and I were in the States visiting our son’s family in May. Since coming back so many unexpected events came into our lives that they interrupted and interfered with the continuation of the Berita. This continuation commences on Sept. 1, 2014.
The Headless Chicken
(penned in May in the US)
Towards the end of the last term, I was like a Headless Chicken – a Chicken with its head Chopped but still able to run wild for dear life (a common scene at the Poultry Section, Chowrasta Market at Penang Road) like a Sense-less Sheep going its own way without much direction (Isa. 53:6). The title is borrowed from my son’s (Alvin’s) 3rd book which he co-authored with three others and which was published last month (April), entitled: The Headless Chicken and The Spark. 
So many things happened at the same time last term that I was much stressed and hard-pressed. As with the last edition of Berita Bethel, let me recall the events by going backwards in time. To start with, I am penning this in my son’s (Christopher’s) home in Naperville, Illinois, US. 
My wife and I arrived here on 17th May. This is the third and last instalment of our children’s gift to us to celebrate our Golden Wedding Anniversary last year. The first was when they gave us a night’s stay in Majestic Hotel in Kuala Lumpur and celebrating the occasion there.  Only Chris was with us. His family and Daniel Khaw were absent. This was followed by a tour to Medan and Lake Toba with Alvin, Fern, Andrew and Robert and Dorothy. The US Ungs and Daniel were absent. Our visit to the US is their last instalment – (with Alvin’s family and Hannah Khaw absent). With this all members of our family – children and their spouses and grandchildren – would have celebrated the occasion with us at one time or another,  as not all were with us on any one occasion.
This third event also coincided with our grandson’s (Daniel Khaw’s) graduation from the University of Pennsylvania. The parents were at his commencement and joined us after a tour of the East Coast of US). The visit was also timed to coincide with the graduation of our granddaughter (Tara Ung) from her Homeschooling at High School level. She is going to Hillsdale College in Michigan while our other granddaughter (Hannah Khaw) will come to the US to attend the University of Colombia in August. 

Both my wife and I are grateful to the Lord for this final instalment of our 50 years of wedded bliss to  bring up our children and now to see our grand-children grow up to take their places in society.
Now let us return to Penang
 to continue the Berita.

This segment of our life (mine and my wife’s) is filled with unexpected events which caused us (especially me) a lot of stress. The Lord sort of prepared me for this as well. Strangely I received only two invitations to minister outside Penang this year. Somehow He was allowing me time and space to deal with these events that He deemed fit to allow to enter my life to bring me into a closer experience with Him and with my family members whom, in a way, I have neglected because of time spent in the ministry in past years.
When we returned from the US, we had to deal with four insurance claims – one from Qatar Airlines which refused to reimburse us for a 30-hour return flight delay at Chicago O-Hare Airport, a MAS claim for damaged bags which they replaced, and our travel insurance claim which was entertained. Then I had to deal with another claim from a taxi’s third party insurance. The driver bumped into the back of my car causing damage of over RM2700.00 repair bill which I had to advance in order not to lose my NCB. Precious hours were lost in visits to the police station, workshops, insurance firms and correspondence and phone calls to the parties concerned. 
In addition to this, the house of my sister-in-law (who is suffering from Parkinson’s disease and with whom my wife has to spend much time as she is often depressed being alone) was broken into by an intruder during that short interval when we took her for a morning exercise between 6.30-7.30a.m.). That added to her fear of being alone, and we had to install a security alarm system for her house. 
During this period, the Lord also has blessed us with many family blessings. Our reunion with Christopher’s family in the US was refreshing. Deborah was a good hostess to us to see to all our needs. Tara was gracious to move to the basement to sleep and study to spare her comfortable room for the use of her grandparents. In spite of cooping herself at the basement to prepare for her final year tests, she scored 100% and received special mention from her school principal for her excellent achievement. We were glad also for the opportunity to relate to 10-year old Isabel who has grown into a charming and loving granddaughter. We enjoyed those hours with her. Our stay at Naperville also opened our eyes to see how Christopher coped so calmly with his multi-tasking of establishing his diagnostic cancer research labs in Belgium and another in Boston working in eerie hours because of time difference and yet not losing sleep to take us sight-seeing. 
During the last week of our three-week stay there Robert and Dorothy who were at University of Pennsylvania for Daniel’s graduation earlier, and sight-seeing the neighbourhood, joined us. We had a great time together as a family though we missed Alvin’s family and Hannah Khaw who stayed behind in KL to take her International Beaucarart Examination where she scored straight distinctions to help qualify her for her Astro scholarship to study in the University of Colombia last month, having turned down a scholarship offer by Yale University to study in Singapore.
This year sees our three grandchildren facing new challenges in their lives. Hannah Khaw left for Colombia on 17th August, Tara left for Hillsdale College in Michigan a week later and Daniel Khaw started work in Bank Negara after a training stint at the Outward Bound School last month. He would be the third generation to work with the Bank after his mother and grandmother!

Of course, we must not forget our youngest grandson, five-year-old Andrew. It seemed that he had been left behind by his four other cousins. Far from it. He has travelled far and wide and is able to recognize the flags of many countries from an atlas that informs him of them. Just for sampling, he has been to many out-of-the-way villages in the West and East Coast in Malaysia and saw their flora and fauna that we do not even know. He has followed his parents to Monaco, France, Belgium, Holland and in the works for this year and next year, Philippines, Indonesia, India (and hopefully) China, and South Africa as well. This is in connection with his father’s research to come out with his fourth book. He has written, Taking The Soul To Work, Barefoot Leadership (now a bestseller) and The Headless Chicken.
Two weeks after our return from the US, my wife and I also had a five-day break to fellowship with the Penang Assemblies Seniors’ Fellowship in a unique west coast tour of West Malaysia. We  travelled along old trunk roads visiting villages and towns now not visited by those who use the PLUS North-South Expressway. It was great to rediscover these old towns that we were so familiar with in our early years now still as vibrant as ever and so productive at the backyard of our country. 
Yes, this term was more or less family- and home-oriented. This is so also with regard to the Lord’s ministry which is now more restricted to working from home in this new era of modern technology. 
My website (so graciously managed by my former Bible class participant) continues to be as active as ever. At the time of writing it has received 17810 hits.  A visitor now can retrieve and download the following archived material and almost weekly contributions:

Berita Bethel: All my Newsletters from Volume 1 until now.

Ruminations. On 31st August (Malaysia’s Merdeka Day), I wrote my 500th rumination over a period of 9½ years every Lord’s Day commencing from 27th Feb. 2005 to prepare recipient saints for the Remembrance of the Lord at the Lord’s Supper.  There are two ways to receive these unique weekly ruminations. (1) Visit the home page (http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/main.html)
and download them yourself; (2) Request for them via my webpage or to me and they will be sent to you by email attachment every week one or two days before the Lord’s Day without fail (DV).
Loaves and Fishes. This section contains all my studies/messages, etc. that I deliver in the various assemblies that I speak in. They are in three formats:- 
(1) Outline notes of the messages (.doc file);
(2) Powerpoint Presentations. Powerpoint slides in .ppt format; and 
(3) Audio recordings of my messages in MP3 files. All these are available for downloading on a day or two after they have been delivered.
Anyone can also search for any topics that I have covered in the archives. They are available for reference and resource to young speakers to research for their sermon and study materials.
Filled Full. This section contains papers in verbatim that I presented in forums, seminars, conferences, in written form or in booklets, etc. 

Choice Gleanings. These are my contributions to the Folio Press International Choice Gleanings Calendar every year.

Calendar: This is my speaker’s roster – a record  of where I spoke, on what subject and when I delivered it.
History/Archives: Here we have all important documents in relation to assembly history and my ministry. This section needs a lot of updating for which I need to find time to do so in coming days. Still, it has been enough material for serious historians and students to do research from them.
This term my ministry continues to take me round the assemblies in Penang. The main theme of study is on The Church zooming in on to The Problems in the Church in Corinth whose problems are not different from ours. Indeed they are very relevant to challenge us to face up to them or suffer a deterioration of our assembly testimony.

As pointed out earlier, this term the Lord has somewhat restricted my ministry for Him to from and in my home.  I was only out of Penang on two occasions on the invitation of Taiping Gospel Hall in February to speak on The Chinese New Year of The Horse and by Jalan Imbi Chapel on August 10 at their 52nd Anniversary. On 31st February I gave a brief testimony to the Lord’s goodness to Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jevaraj whose Diamond Wedding Anniversary was celebrated by Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall.

It would seem therefore that for the rest of this year my ministry for the Lord would continue to be from home and at home as my wife and I catch up with family relationships that we missed out in the growing years of our grandchildren especially.
We shall continue to value your prayers as we find ourselves more and more restricted in our movements as we enter deeper and deeper into our golden years. We need to do things NOW that we may not be able to do later; to go where we can still step out with our legs before they fail us. To write and preserve a legacy before vision dims and memory fails.
My wife has to deal more and more with physical limitations as she seeks the help of physicians to deal with her vision, her posture and movement problems. Hence, she has need to travel now before she finds her pillars weak. Likewise for myself as I gradually come out of my doubly-blessed years of the double-perfection of 7 this year. I am now 77!
Yes, my wife and I continue to value your prayers and constant fellowship. Pray that our ministry at home and from home this term will continue to be blessed of the Lord as He did so when we ministered to Him away from home.
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Page of Praise and Prayer Points
	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	                                WHAT

	September 2014

7

BWGH

The Local Church in Corinth - Its Problems 

Pt. 6: Ch. 11:17-34: Holiness at the Lord's Supper

14

BWGH

The Local Church in Corinth-Its Problems 

Pt. 7: Chs. 12- 14: Public Participation in a Local Church Gathering

21

X X X

Rest Week

28

SNGH

The Local Church in Corinth – its Problems. 
Pt. 8a: Ch. 11:3-16 – The Problems of Headdress in the…

                                    Recognition of Headship – The Context of the Text.
October 2014

5

SNGH

The Local Church in Corinth – its Problems 
Pt. 8b: Ch. 11:3-16 – The Problems of Headdress in the…

                                    Recognition of Headship – The Challenges to the Text.

12

SNGH

The Local Church in Corinth – its Problems.

Pt. 9 Ch. 11:17-34 – The Problems of Holiness in the…

                                    Recognition of Lordship at the Lord’s Supper.

19

X X X

Rest Week

26

X X X

Rest Week

November 2014

2

BRGH

Eschatology: The Five Judgments.
9

SAGH

The Church in Ephesus – its Foundation and its First Truths of the CHURCH.
16

SAGH

The Church in Ephesus – its Farewell and Fall From its First Love.
23

IGGC

The Church in Corinth  its Problems: Pt. 8a – The Resurrection (Ch. 15)
30

IGGC

The Church in Corinth  its Problems: Pt. 8b – The Resurrection (Ch. 15)
December 2014

7

XXX
Rest Week
25

Christmas Day

27

X X X

Rest Week




