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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

June 16 is Father’s Day. 
Father's Day is a celebration honouring fathers and celebrating fatherhood, paternal bonds, and the influence of fathers in society – Wikipedia. 
Come the day and the world’s thoughts will focus on the role of fathers then. So will I for this issue of Berita in anticipation of that day, but not necessarily just to honour fathers.  
I prefer to talk of Fathers.
A. O My Father Who art in Heaven.
Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name. Mt. 6:9
O my Father, the majority of Thine children and those who profess to be Christians in Malaysia were praying for a transformational change of government in the 13th General Elections on May 05. Prayer chains united Thine depressed children who felt that the government was suppressing them from expressing their desire for freedom to practise their faith. They want to read Thine Word without any encumbrance and also to exercise their constitutional right to worship Thee in their national language. When the polls results were announced, their prayers were answered in Thine own way, least expected by most! Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything (Jas. 1: 2-4). Thine command still holds clear: Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. (Rom. 13:1, 2, NIV)
On the following Lord’s Day, was it a coincidence that the speaker on the pulpit, preached on Matt. 26:38-44 and mentioned that Thine Son prayed three times –  Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt, yet never got His way? What more when the nation prayed and Thine sovereign will held paramount!
O my Father, I cannot understand Thine ways fully but let Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. (Mt. 6:10). Hallowed be Thy Name.
O my Father, I cannot understand why, but this I know that despite the great grief that it might have caused me, his close friends and relatives all things work together for good to them that love [Thee], to them who are the called according to [Thine]  purpose. (Rom. 8:2)

Yes, it came as a shock when Thou called Thine son, Tan Teoh Bian Sun, who had been such a great help to the assembly at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall to sleep his way into Thine embrace on 27 April, 2013 at such a relatively young age of 54. Perhaps it was because he was so near to Thee at the base camp of Mt. Everest in Nepal (at least nearer to Thee than I could ever be on earth physically) that Thou deemed it fit to just take him home so suddenly (though so peacefully). That he was much loved, respected and missed was seen in the packed hall on the day of his memorial service on 11 May. O my Father, I lost a fervent student of Thine Word who always kept me on my toes with questions. Still, Hallowed be Thy Name.
B. As A Father (and Grandfather) on Earth
Often friends ask me what my children do for a living. Often I am at a loss for words. I find it difficult to vocalize their varied vocations. This year on my birthday, my eldest son, Christopher was bold enough to pen a description of our family. Very aptly this was what he wrote. 
Happy Birthday Dad!!

During our magnificent call, I kept thinking about this family that's flourishing across Asia and US.

One [Dorothy] leads the central bank of Malaysia in knowledge, teaches many and equipping them to be contributors. Another [Alvin] keeps reinventing himself with books that transform lives and develop leadership. The third [Christopher] is involved in fighting cancer's influence.

The spouses do their own world-shaking too. One [Deborah]is helping shape and lead home schooling visions and activities, giving many who are new to this enterprise convenient, super helpful resources. Another [Huey Fern] is creating a library, barcoding and buying books. Blessing kids, blessing their parents. Then there's one [Robert Khaw] who excels at words, many of them, often making listeners cringe (and laugh). He too meets many. He teaches God's words, planting seeds in their lives that they take home and in turn bless others.

Then there are the amazing next generation. In Philadelphia, there's a talented young man [Daniel Khaw], harnessing technology, enduring finance, exploring photography - we can't wait to see what he will do. He has penetrated well into a foreign culture and will guide others to inspiration and productivity. Back in Malaysia, attending a "Poor" place but doing the exact opposite is a lovely young lady [Hannah Khaw] who met mini-pachyderms, mixes piano, guitar and saxophone while prancing around the room uttering French. No doubt that anyone who meets her will come away improved. Then, a 4 year old [Andrew Ung] not far away. He's learned to pray, learned to know names of his relatives that are far, far away and who likes to sing. With his parents’ love and sight for him, he will definitely be funnelled to give to many. Back to the U.S.  A 16 year old [Tara Ung] who has learned to drive, faithfully serving as a puppeteer for 2 year olds or junior naturalist complete with dangling snakes. She touches many people and often. Her sister [Isabel Ung], a delightful 9 year old who loves freely and expresses "big-ly." She is compassionate, generous and does not believe in withholding her love. Neighbours and church friends adore her.

This is a family unit who contributes to society. They have families that stay together. They like talking to each other. Their kids are all so very cool - by ANY standards.

Dad (and Mom) - you have done something amazing! 
Happy Birthday!!

Christopher and the US Ungs.

I hope with this my prayer-partners will now have a better insight into my family of three children and five grandchildren.

With the children away from the nest, only Dorothy and her family returned to Bethel to pay their respects to the patriarch and his wife last Chinese New Year after their church service in KL. Alvin’s family had to take turns annually visiting their respective parents’ families alternately in the north and south of the peninsula. Christopher and his family have migrated too far away to return often. Hence, this year Chinese New Year for us was no different from any other day.
However, Christopher was back from 4 to 16 May to consult an orthopaedic surgeon in KL (regarded as even better than any in the U.S.!) to operate on his two knees and cut up his legs to straighten his slight bow-leggedness. This time it was just to harvest his stem cells for injection into his knees when he returns in July for the full works. We took the opportunity of a semi-family reunion with our three children coming together. 
It was a rare memorable reunion for those present.
Chris will be back on July 14 to August 14 for the full operation. His daughter, Tara will accompany him to care for him. Most likely my wife will have to go down too so that he can enjoy his mum’s cooking while I enjoy the crumbs (.

C. O to you my Fathers and my Family in Church.
I write unto you, fathers… I write unto you, young men…I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. (I Jn. 2:13)
These are my fellow-saints in my home assembly at Burmah Road Gospel Hall who commended me to the Lord’s service for the teaching of His Word to the believers in and outside Penang 17 years ago (16th October, 1996).  Last February and April I was given the opportunity to report on my ministry for the Lord for the first time to the whole assembly on a Sunday morning. I really treasured those opportunities. The only regret was that I could not complete my life-story of ministry. I would have to leave the post-commendation ministry report to a future occasion. Prayer-partners can listen to these personal reports by viewing the Powerpoint presentation and listening to the MP3 audio files at my website: www.berita-bethel-ung.com or clicking on the links below. 
1. A Working Witness in the World.

Powerpoint Presentation: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages-pps/BRGH_2012-A-Working-Witness-in-the-World.pps
MP3 Audio file: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/Audio/BRGH_2012-A-Working-Witness-in-the-World-or-KCUngs-Working-Testimony.mp3
2. My Call and Commission before Commendation.
Powerpoint Presentation: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages-pps/BRGH_2013-My-Call-Consecration-%20Commission-and-Commendation.pps 

MP3 Audio file: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/Audio/BRGH_2013-My-Call-Commission-Commendation.mp3
Burmah Road Gospel Hall “celebrated” its 75th Anniversary (since 1938) on May 25 to commemorate their  relocation from the Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel. They were hoping to celebrate it in their new RM5,000,000.00-building but two of the 14 approvals for an Occupation Certificate had yet to be received. Still it was an event to Hallow Thy Name. 
For the first six months this year, my ministry for the Lord took in more rest days as I tried to fulfil my family obligations which I missed out during the last seventeen years or so. Strangely, and this must be a sign of the Lord’s stamp of approval. This year I do not receive any invitation to minister to any assembly outside Penang except a last minute phone invitation to speak at the Sunday morning ministry at Taiping Gospel Hall. Was God planning this special domestic “itinerary” for me? My Father knows best His son’s needs.
However, the rest weeks/days turned out to be other than rest. They were very busy stressful weeks trying to cope with emergency and unexpected calls to discharge family responsibilities and challenges. For the first three months I was living in a war zone as the construction workers clawed down my neighbour’s house. Dust was flying all over to settle on my floor and furniture, and machines were spitting horrid diesel fumes to choke my throat and my brain.  I was literally suffocating from lack of fresh air with all my windows closed.  The neighbour was constructing a new outsize house to replace the one they pulled down. In the process, the workers broke part of our kitchen roof and we had to spend a large sum of money to construct a new one with a little compensation from them. 

To get away from it all, last April (18-23) we went for a tour of Beijing and I fulfilled my life-long ambition of climbing the Great Wall of China up to level 5. Except for a change of scenery, we were in the same environment of dust and pollution and crowd congestion! 

Then we were in KL in May to see Christopher.  It served as a good respite away from the stressful condition at home.  The remaining rest days were filled with visits to hospitals for me, my wife and her sister to check on our health conditions.  Though we have our own personal concerns, overall the Lord has kept each one of us healthy to serve Him. 
A week after our visit to KL, our grandson Daniel visited us. We missed him by a day when he returned home for his summer holidays. He will be graduating from the University of Pennsylvania next year. It was a good time of catching up for us. He was a great help in assisting us to be more tech-savvy in the use of our modern communicating devices.  Unfortunately my PC and my monitor broke down then and I had to replace the latter with a new one.
A Personal Note:

As my wife and I get on in years, we treasure more and more the Lord’s promise:  Even to your old age and gray hairs I am He, I am He who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you. (Isa. 46:4, NIV)

As we tread past our mid-seventies and towards our golden anniversary this year, we treasure these golden gracious promises from the Lord. We are now taking advantage of the golden opportunities the Lord opens for us to appreciate His golden handiworks before the days come by when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened (Eccl. 12:3).  As the infirmities of the flesh exert their pressure more and more on our frail bodies, we would like indeed to enjoy a little bit of His wonderful creative acts that we failed to set aside time for in our earlier years – now to do so in the enjoyment of our golden years and at the same time doing what we can as the Lord enables us to minister to Him and to His people when and where we can. 

O Father, Hallowed be Thy Name.
We continue to thank all our faithful prayer-partners for the prayer fellowship and practical partnership they extend to us.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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	WHEN
	WHERE
	WHAT

	June 2013

	2
	BWGH
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems - Pt.1

	9
	BWGH
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems - Pt.2

	16
	IGGC
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems – Pt. 3

	20-22
	SNGH
	BRGH Bible Reading Conference on Numbers by Mike Attwood

	23
	 
	 

	July 2013

	7
	SAGH
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems, Pt. 3

	14
	SAGH
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems,  Pt. 4

	21
	XXX
	Rest Week

	28
	XXX
	Rest Week

	August 2013

	4
	SNGH
	The Local Church in Corinth : Its Problems – Pt. 1

	11
	SNGH
	The Local Church in Corinth : Its Problems – Pt. 2   (Aidil Fitri)

	18
	BRGH
	Exo. 28 - The Clothes of the High Priest

	25
	BRGH
	Exo. 29 - The Consecration of the High Priest

	

	September 2013

	1
	BWGH
	The Local Church in Corinth:  Its Problems – Pt. 3

	8
	BWGH
	The Local Church in Corinth:  Its Problems – Pt. 4

	15
	XXX
	Rest Week

	22
	BMGC
	The Local Church

	29
	TGH
	The Local Church

	October 2013

	6
	IGGC
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems – Pt. 3

	13
	IGGC
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems – Pt. 4

	20
	 
	 

	27
	BRGH
	Topic to be decided later

	November 2013

	3
	X X X
	Rest Week

	3
	X
	Deepavali

	5
	X
	Maal Hijrah

	10
	SNGH
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems – Pt. 3

	17
	SNGH
	The Local Church in Corinth: Its Problems – Pt. 4

	24
	X X X
	Rest Week

	December 2013

	1
	XXX
	Rest Week

	1-3
	Genting VR
	Assembly Leaders' Conference (ALC) 2013

	6,7
	Penang
	Biblical Eldership Training Seminar by Alexander Strauch

	8
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	15
	X X X
	Rest Week

	22
	X X X
	Rest Week

	25
	X
	Christmas Day

	29
	
	


