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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Now this is indeed a long interval. Almost six months! I must confess that this might probably be my most busy, eventful and stressful term. Many unplanned interruptions that upset my original schedule to relax and rest in between increased this pressure further! How come? Often to enjoy that unplanned holiday I had to free the planned meetings scheduled almost a year ago, bring forward the preparations for them and crammed them into the left-over appointed slots. After the “rest”, came the “unrest” to catch up with what had been planned. In short, what man purposed, God disposed and one falls to the position of completely relying on Him to disperse what He has proposed!  Confused? – Consequence of a Copiously Charged Cranium, my present Condition!
In the Bible, four Gardens on earth stand out prominently, viz. the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8), the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt. 26:36), the Garden in which the Lord was entombed (Jn. 19:41) and the Garden (Paradise, Rev. 2:7) reserved for His saints in heaven.
For the last term, perhaps my life rotated around four gardens too, viz. the Garden of Eden, the Garden of Bethel, the Botanical Garden and the Garden in Heaven (Paradise).
The Garden of Eden
The Canadian ‘National Post’ reported on 11 January 2001 a claim that the Garden of Eden has been located. Michael Sanders, director of expeditions for the Mysteries of the Bible Research Foundation, in Irvine, California, said he found the site after a careful study of satellite photographs taken by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

He says that the Garden of Eden is in eastern Turkey because the Tigris and Euphrates rise in the mountains there… More recently, some scholars have claimed that the Garden of Eden was situated at the head of the Persian Gulf, where the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers run into the sea…. So, what are we to make of this latest claim that the Garden of Eden has been found? The claim is wrong because the researchers did not account for all the Bible facts, especially the effects of Noah’s Flood. The Garden of Eden was not in eastern Turkey, or anywhere in the Middle East. It was destroyed in Noah’s global cataclysm and we do not know where it was, and probably never can know. [http://creation.com/has-the-garden-of-eden-been-found].
Never mind this controversy about the location of the Garden of Eden – it is just that in Nov. 10-19, my wife and I went with six other believers from Penang to Turkey on a guided tour. We travelled almost the whole perimeter of the country beginning from Istanbul, down south, then east and up north to Cappadocia and Ankara and back to Istanbul visiting the biblical (Ephesus, Pergamum, the Appian Way, etc.) and historical (Troy, Mary’s Stone  Cottage, the Blue Mosque, Goreme Valley, etc.) sites on the way. It was a rich experience to view dead stones and monuments coming alive and crying out what they had witnessed. They reminded us of what Jesus said: I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. (Lk. 19:40). You can view the photos at:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/n7eyfjz3qsywm26/FyDmz3Ka_o   or request me for the URL.
Is there a “Garden of Eden” in Taiwan? The Sun Moon Lake is one of thirteen national scenic areas there. The east side of the lake resembles a sun while the west side resembles a moon, hence the name. On Aug. 7-10, I was invited to attend the Asia-Pacific Assembly Conference (APAC) in Taiwan and to speak to the Senior participants on the side.  At the end of the Conference, we were all taken on a tour of Sun Moon Lake. Both my wife and I stayed back after the Conference for me to speak at Taichung Christian Assembly where I took a whole-day conference on The Tabernacle and gave a Mission Challenge at the Lord’s Supper Service the next day. 
THE BOTANICAL GARDEN
Since I retired twenty years ago, almost every morning (except Sundays) I would leave my house for this Garden at 6.00a.m. walking briskly and taking in the fresh air with a lit torch in hand. Last term I fell over the edge of the slope and fractured my wrist while lately my wife also fell while stepping over a curb in the star-studded dawn darkness. This would be her third fall this term. Before that, she slid down three steps of our home staircase to the landing and fractured her two toes when they crashed against the wall. The latest was when we were in Turkey and the elevator door suddenly closed as she was entering the lift and knocked her to the ground! Through all these both of us had recovered and we are more careful of our steps now. 
The morning walk in the Garden often germinates the seeds planted by the Lord in my mind, gleaned from the morning devotions or from the night meditations. It is while walking that my thoughts frequently develop the thoughts for my Ruminations every week – now exceeding 400, i.e. over 8 years of the Lord’s Day’s Devotions to help prepare prayer-partners for the Remembrance Feast.
It was probably in my walks also that I developed the thoughts for my bimonthly studies on The Church for this year for my home assembly. This series was repeated in Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall and Sungai Ara Gospel Hall as well. After my Turkey Tour I began a two-part study on The Kingdom Parables in Matthew 13 in these two assemblies in December.  

On the last week of the year, my wife and I would go to Kuala Terengganu for a long overdue partial (five members missing) family reunion holiday. The missing five are all in the States. Because of my heavy schedule, I have missed out on the growth of all my grand-children. They grow up so very fast that the eldest is now in his third year in Pennsylvania U., his sister in Taylor's College, two in the U.S. and only three-year-old Andrew will be with us in KT for me to play with! Next year, I need to spend more time to catch up with my personal duties and responsibilities which I have left unattended for these many years, relate to my family members more and get to know the Lord’s saints in a more informal manner.  Pastoral visits have been lacking.
However, for January next year, I have been invited by my home assembly to conduct a two-session training and workshop for potential speakers in the assemblies in Penang. This will be followed by my yearly study on The Chinese New Year of the Serpent and for the first time to give a report of my Call, Commendation and Service to the whole assembly on Feb. 24, 2013.
Will I still be able to keep the personal resolutions to discharge my domestic duties?  I need to think about them more in my walk in the Botanical Gardens.
THE GARDEN OF BETHEL
This is the garden I tend when I have too much preparation and writing to attend to. It relaxes my mind and frees my spirit while exercising my body. The fragrant flowers, fruits and herbal plants often bring joy to a tired mind. However, owing to leaving Bethel vacant for long periods because of my commitments outside, the enemy has sown wild grass and weeds which have taken roots and are now posing a problem to me in uprooting them. The roots of these weeds find niches and nooks to grow in. They entangle themselves with the roots of good plants so that the former cannot be removed without the latter being affected. Or they leave their stems to break when pulled while they remain rooted in the ground. How these weeds are like sins in our lives – easy to grow but difficult to remove when once we allow the roots to take root.
Coupled with the destructive weeds, would be the breaking down of the walls next door. A new house is now in the process of springing up after giving me endless days of pounding on my head, ceaseless pumping of diesel fumes into my lungs, and endless blasting of high decibels into my ears. No degree of shutting the louvers, drawing the curtains, etc. could subdue the above conditions which I suffered from while simultaneously trying to activate my mind and spirit to prepare my messages. It was a test of mental patience and endurance.
Hopefully, with more rest slots planned for next year I can recover from the onslaughts of last term. But it does not look like it because in the plans will be a renovation of my downstairs spare room into a bedroom to minimize the use of the staircase and the risk of more falls. It may turn out to be a repeat for two months of what we experienced last term! 

THE GARDEN IN PARADISE
Finally I must mention another Garden (Paradise) in Heaven. This month in less than a week four close friends of my wife and I were called home to this Garden by the Lord, viz.

77-year-old Mr. Yap Kim Wan, on 9 Dec. after miraculously surviving sans stomach and the major part of his liver consequent on the ravages of cancer for eight years;
91-year-old Mr. Soon Eng Kee on 11 Dec. after attending Mr. Yap’s funeral lunch and parking his car in his apartment parking lot when he collapsed from a heart attack;
91-year-old Mrs. Cheah Soon Lock on 12 Dec. after spending a few years in a nursing home;
Dr. Don Nichols on 14 Dec. in Sydney. He interviewed me for my baptism.
They are all enjoying a “family” reunion in the Lord’s presence and awaiting us to join them.
So do remember my wife and I before the Lord this coming term as…

· I reduce my speaking engagements outside Penang to attend to some domestic duties;
· I increase the time to do more writing to lay down my legacy as some friends requested; 

· My wife and I take up the challenges of living as we age and mature day by day physically, mentally and spiritually as we approach our Golden Year.
· We seek to make opportunities to relate with family members and friends.
My wife and I take this opportunity to wish all of you:

A Blessed, Joyful and Meaningful Christmas and

A Bountiful and Fruitful New Year
=======================================================================

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	WHAT

	December 2012

	1
	SNGH
	Mt. 13 - The Kingdom Parables - Pt. 1

	9
	SNGH
	Mt. 13 - The Kingdom Parables - Pt. 2

	16
	SAGH
	Parables of the Kingdom, Mt. 13 - Pt.1

	23
	SAGH
	Parables of the Kingdom, Mt. 13 - Pt.2

	25
	xxx
	Christmas Day

	26-30
	xxx
	Not available

	January 2013

	6
	xxx
	Rest Week

	6
	BRGH
	Speakers’ Training Class – Pt. 1: The Preparation of A Message. 

	13
	xxx
	Rest Week

	20
	xxx
	Rest Week

	20
	BRGH
	Speakers’ Training Class – Pt. 2: The Presentation of A Message. 

	27
	xxx
	Rest Week

	February 2013

	3
	BWGH
	The Year of the Serpent

	10
	BRGH
	The Year of the Serpent - Chinese New Year

	17
	SNGH
	The Year of the Serpent

	20-22
	HCC
	1st Assembly Commended Workers’ Retreat

	24
	BRGH
	Called and Commended for the Ministry unto the Lord

	

	March 2013

	3
	xxx
	Rest Week

	10
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	17
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	24
	
	

	31
	xxx
	Easter Sunday

	

	April 2013

	7
	xxx
	Rest Week

	14
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later

	21
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later

	28
	BRGH
	Amos chs. 9 – Look at the Lord’s Retribution and Restoration

	

	May 2013

	5
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	12
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	19
	
	

	26
	xxx
	Rest Week


