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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Where is Home?

To some, Home is where your family and friends are.

To others, Home is where you spend much of your time.

In this case, Home may be even a place you visit – thus, the welcome invitation: “Make yourself feel at home!”

My First Home of course is Bethel, the place of my Residence, the House of God, in Hebrew (Gen. 12:8). I have been residing here for over 40 years and looks like I may be leaving for my Heavenly Home from here too.

The last term I have been transiting between my first home and my “second” [see note below] home – the Hospital, which I visited practically every week either for my personal consultation with the specialists there, or bringing my kith and kin there for the same purpose, or visiting unwell brothers and sisters in the Lord warded there.

[Note: Malaysia has a programme for senior non-citizens to spend their money here and to stay in the country under certain conditions known as the Second Home Programme. There is also provision for tourists to stay with the village residents for a few days, known as Home Stay.]

My home-stay in Hospital.

On Feb. 28 while out on my regular morning walk at the Botanical Gardens at 6.00, I took a tumble. In the dark (the Garden lights malfunctioned that day) I mistook the slope at the side for the road. I fell forward and fractured my right wrist when I tried to break fall. At the Loh Guan Lye Specialist Hospital I was detained, operated, with a titanium implant inserted, and warded for four days.  This was followed by two months of physiotherapy as I developed tendonitis of my fingers through their overuse on the computer keyboard and suffered a Mirror Reflex Pain Syndrome on my left hand too! At the same time I also developed Achilles Heel Tendonitis which disrupted my walk slightly. I would like to thank the brothers and sisters from near and far who visited me at home, in hospital or phoned me up during this period. Thank you.

My wife’s stay in Hospital.

She stayed in the Island Hospital under day care after her cataract operation on 3 May. With her right eye already more than 40% blind, we prayed hard that the Lord would make this operation on her left eye successful. It was. Praise the Lord. We once again thank those sisters who bought dinner or brought prepared provisions to Bethel to save her cooking for me just after the operation. They were at home with us in our home and we thank them for their thoughtfulness. Before and after her operation, she had tripped over the pavement at Botanical Gardens and at the Sungai Nibong bus station, falling on her bum. Praise the Lord nothing serious resulted except for sprains and bruises. She had misjudged the height of the pavement due to her unbalanced vision.

My sister-in-law’s home stay in Hospital.

My wife’s younger sister (in her seventies) stayed in hospital twice after her two cataract operations within a month of another. Later she developed signs of suspected Parkinson’s disease. During this period, my wife had to drive her from home to Loh Guan Lye or Lam Wah Ee Hospital to seek treatment.

My brethren in the Lord and their home stay in Hospital.

Last term we practically spent our time visiting hospitals. Apart from the above hospitals, we also had to visit the General Hospital to pray and comfort our brethren warded there because of broken femurs and injuries due to falls, heart and stomach complications and prayed for others in hospitals elsewhere because of their back and leg problems which rendered them unable to walk properly, their fight with dreadful diseases which inflicted them, etc. Thus, the Hospital became our “second” home physically and spiritually!

As I write this, I was advised earlier by my orthopedic surgeon who operated on my hand to consult a neurologist. I had felt, and still feel, electric sensations from my wrist to my fingertips, my hands tremble, and I experience some dizziness when I walk, not unlike the feeling of earthquake tremors. He suspected Parkinson’s Disease. I have read of this dreadful disease and how it has more or less incapacitated the once very active Lord’s servants. I was thinking if I was the next recruit. The neurologist scanned my hand and my head for signs. But he refused to commit himself until the results of an MRI scan of my head came in. Results? He very adamantly pronounced a negative for my suspicion. Both my wife and I just breathed a prayer of thanks to the Lord. My present condition? I have labyrinthitis in my head due to water imbalance in my ear. And my hands? Reflex pain syndrome caused by my small nerves fighting for space due to the implant.

My third home.

During this time, my third home would be the assemblies I visited in my ministry for the Lord. It had been a very busy time for me last term.

In January and February my “home” was the assemblies in Penang as I visited them for my annual sojourn to teach on The Chinese New Year of the Dragon – a study of Revelation chapter 12 mainly. Then in February I started on a bimonthly series on the Doctrine of the Church as invited by my home assembly. In March I was at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall to teach on The Sweet Savour Sacrifices in Leviticus chapters 1-3weekly culminating on March 23 and 24 at Sunway Gospel Centre for two nights of two hours each on the same study followed by the last one on Sunday morning. Throughout I was encouraged by the good response and interest shown by the individual believers who attended the series. A few even asked for the URL of my website in order to visit it and review the studies again. In April, three big events took place at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall: The Bible Reading Conference on The Seven Churches by Kenneth Wong from Bethesda Hall Ang Mo Kio, Singapore; The Easter Conference also taken by him; and The Sungai Nibong 30th Anniversary Celebration.

.

It was a time of relative rest and recuperation for me then. It was refreshing before revisiting the assemblies in May again with an introductory study on Revelation at Island Grades Gospel Centre and The Second Return of Christ in the Thessalonians at Kledang Community Chapel, Ipoh on May 18-20. My last visit there was over four years ago.

June saw me back to my first "home" assembly in the late fifties where I started on my first "mission" work at Butterworth Gospel Hall (BWGH). We studied the Church at Ephesus and compared BWGH with its past glories and present challenges.

The coming term is another busy schedule for me. As one of the Advisers to the national Assembly Fellowship Camp, I shall be at the Penang Christian Convention Centre (CCC from July 5-8). A week later I begin a series on The Numbering in Numbers at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall. Then it is getting ready for the Asia Pacific Assembly Conference (APAC) in Taiwan from August 7-10 where I shall speak in one of the Breakout Sessions (BOS) to the seniors from the region on Old is Gold. After the Conference, my wife and I will stay back and have fellowship with the Taichung Christian Assembly and teach on The Tabernacle as scheduled below: 

11 Aug. 
13.30-15.15 

 I. The Tabernacle & Ministries in the Outer Court

15.30-17.15 


II Ministries in the Holy Place.


17.30-19.15
Dinner Break


19.30-21.30 


III. Ministries in the Holy of Holies.

12 Aug.
10.00-10.30
The Lord’s Supper


10.40-11-40 
The Lord of the Harvest –  



A  Mission Challenge.

After this my wife and I will fly home to have some rest and my visit to my third home of ministries for the Lord among His people will recommence. For this please see my time-table on the next page.

However, October is specially singled out for three reasons. First, October 16 will stand out as the 16th Anniversary of my commendation to a Bible-teaching ministry in Malaysia and Singapore by my home assembly, Burmah Road Gospel Hall (BRGH), Penang.
It is also the 16th year of faithful giving of a BRGH anonymous ministry-partner who puts in a gift in a white enveloped ear-marked for me every month without fail. Thank you, dear brother or sister. The Lord knows who you are and will reward you accordingly. He is no man’s debtor. Sometimes it is your faithfulness that reminds me not to give up! You play such an important role in my life and ministry for the Lord.
Thirdly, October will also see the conclusion of a mission project I started exactly one year after my commendation. On 16 October 1997, the Mission Night was born. On 28 October, 2012, after 15 years it will come to a close, having fulfilled its objectives of introducing assembly missions and missionaries to the Penang assemblies. Now all assemblies on the island have commended missionaries into the field and are active in mission giving as well as going out for short-term missions. Likewise, The ECHOS will close its pages after encouraging so many to pray for missions and missionaries. It is time for me to open a new chapter in my life as the Lord opens the door. Do pray for me and the Mission Committee members.

Prayer points. In addition, please pray for…

· Good health and safety for my wife and myself. 

I need my wife to be healthy, if I am to be because she sees to all my needs. She is an invaluable help-meet whom God has given to me for my ministry for Him among His people.

· God’s blessings on the various ministries I have been scheduled for - that the saints may be spiritually exhorted, biblically edified and heartily encouraged.  In September 7-9, I shall be at Sri Damansara Gospel Centre for a teaching series yet to be decided on.
· My preparation of the weekly Ruminations that they be meaningful spiritual insights from the Lord to help His people to focus on His remembrance at the Lord’s Supper.
· Our family of two sons and one daughter and their spouses and their five children with none at our side, but each one actively engaged in the Lord’s service where they are.  Pray that we may find the time to relate to each other in the midst of every one’s very busy schedule.

Finally my Ultimate Home. 

This is best expressed in my favourite hymn by Jim Reeves:
This world is not my home I'm just a passing through
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore

Oh Lord you know I have no friend like you
If heaven's not my home then Lord what will I do
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore

I have a loving mother just over in Gloryland
And I don't expect to stop until I shake her hand
She's waiting now for me in heaven's open door
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore
Oh Lord you know...

http://www.lyricsfreak.com/j/jim+reeves/this+world+is+not+my+home_20317326.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4rKhOb-J0A

=======================================================================

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on

	WHEN
	WHERE
	WHAT

	JUNE 2012

	3
	BWGH
	The Church at Ephesus – Pt. 1: Ground and Glory of the Church.

	10
	BWGH
	The Church at Ephesus – Pt. 2: Reminder to and Reprimand of the Church.

	17
	SAGH
	Father’s Day – “As a Father…”

	24a.m.
	BRGH
	Doctrine of the Church – Pt. 3: The Local Church (Pt. 2)

	24p.m.
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	

	JULY 2012

	1
	SNGH
	The Numbering in Numbers – Pt. 1

	5-8
	CCC
	Assembly Fellowship Camp

	15
	SNGH
	The Numbering in Numbers – Pt. 2

	22
	xxx
	Rest Week

	29
	BMGC
	Topic to be decided later.

	

	AUGUST 2012

	5
	xxx
	Rest Week

	7-10
	APAC, Taiwan
	Asia Pacific Assembly Conference (APAC). Taichung, Taiwan. 

Theme: Transformational Leadership

	11
	TCA
	Taichung Christian Assembly (TCA) - 

Studies on The Tabernacle

	12
	TCA
	The Lord of the Harvest - A Mission Challenge

	19
	xxx
	Rest week

	26a.m.
	BRGH
	Doctrine of the Church - Pt. 4: Problems in the Local Church in Corinth . (Pt. 1)

	26p.m.
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	

	SEPTEMBER 2012

	2
	xxx
	Rest week

	7-9
	SDGC
	Series to be decided later

	16
	xxx
	Rest week

	23
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later

	30
	IGGC
	Series to be decided later

	

	OCTOBER  2012

	7
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	14
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	21
	BMGC
	Topic to be decided later

	28a.m.
	BRGH
	Doctrine of the Church - Pt. 5: Problems in the Local Church in Corinth (Pt. 2)

	28p.m.
	BRGH
	 Final Mission Night


