

For Private Circulation Only
         Vol. 15 No. 3 (Feb 2012 from Oct. 2011)

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

My last Berita Bethel was one month late for which I made an apology. Today I have to make the same apology again for being one month behind time. Did you ever wish that time would just stand still for one day for you to catch up with your work? – As if that would suffice. 
Would to God that He stopped the sun and moon in their orbits as in the days of Joshua – And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. (Josh. 10:13)

Would it be enough if I had an extra day? 
What would I do?

ONE DAY EXTRA.
Christmas dawned on December 25. What would I do if it was extended to two days? Would the extra day be a peaceful day to be enjoyed by all in the world as was the intention of the first Christmas - Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people…Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (Lk. 2:10, 14)?
Or would it be an extra “Boxing Day” unto all people of the world? Would I wish for an extra day then?

New Year Day comes on every 1st of January. Is it possible for the New Year Day to be celebrated over two days – two New Year days? Is this possible? Would I then have one year passed in one day to celebrate the new year the following day? One year in one day! 

365 days in a year is already too fast and too short for me. One year in one day? Time will flee past so fast that I will lose count even of its micro-seconds. Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. (Jas. 4:14). 

Christmas 2011 found me at the Burmah Road Gospel Hall Christmas Service at the Christian Convention Centre (CCC) at Batu Ferringhi. It was packed with members, visitors and tourists on holiday in the precinct of this tourist belt. It was a wonderful opportunity to proclaim the good news of Christmas – a privilege given to the assembly elder, Mr. Ong Eng Guan. After the service, there was warm fellowship over a free lunch, good food indeed, and plenty too. 

The wish of many at that Christmas Service was that it might be the last one to be held at CCC. They were hoping that this year’s service would be conducted at their new building at Burmah Road. While it would be great to hold a grand Christmas Service at the new hall, would it also be a grand opportunity lost to reach out to the many visitors and tourists as at CCC last year? Wish we had an extra Christmas Day then – one day at CCC and one day at the new hall!
ONE WEEK EXTRA.

Would one extra week help? 
Every week I have to prepare for my Weekly Lord’s Day’s Rumination to be posted on my website. Every week seems to telescope into one week without much to spare. Thus, the regular regime is as soon as one is posted, I need to get ready for the next one. Every week seems to be like every day!

In addition to this there is the Sunday morning ministry in different assemblies. These are studies requiring much time in preparation. One week extra will certainly help. It can then be spent in more meditation, research for resources, embodying flesh on the skeletal study outlines and finishing up with presenting the final form to the congregation. But is it possible for one week to extend to two weeks every week? It makes no sense; for then one year will have 104 weeks.
Yes, I would wish for the extra weeks if I could. Last term (October to December) was hectic. In addition to the regular weekly meetings mostly on Studies in the Tabernacle, there were the extra meetings to take. In October, I was in Desaru, Johor with the Singapore Senior Christian Fellowship Camp to study The Second Coming in the Thessalonians. After the Camp, my wife and I spent a few days in Singapore with Mr. & Mrs. Tan Hin Oon enjoying their generous hospitality.
Then on November 15-17, I was at Summit Hotel, USJ, KL to attend the All-Asian Creation Conference. This was the first time such a Conference was held in this part of the world. It was an eye-opener on how to defend the scriptural teaching on the six-day creation of the world as against the multi-million-year theory of evolution which is propagated so widely in the schools and even churches today.

On 27-29 November, I was at the 2011 Assembly Leaders’ Conference in Kampar Hotel to give the keynote address on the theme The Lord of the Harvest to over 140 participants from representatives of over 40 assemblies in Malaysia. It was a fruitful time together as we learned from one another each other’s thoughts on how best to come out of our comfort zones to be involved in the work of missions more effectively and more unitedly.
Will an extra week help to cope with all these commitments? – Only if the week is appended to every of the 52 weeks in a year and without taking on extra engagements.

Unsurprisingly this period with its heavy demands on deadlines, stressed my health to a large extent. My stomach bloated and belched out gas. My arthritic back ached when bent in the morning. My blood pressure went up though I was suffering from low blood pressure previously. This year added more stress as I discovered that I needed to take blood-thinning, blood-pressure reducing, cholesterol lowering (have to lower my 4.5 level to less than 3.8) and stomach gas drugs. At time of writing, I have yet to start on any. Then just a few weeks ago I developed Achilles Tendonitis probably due to too much squatting while gardening.  So do I really want one extra week for every week in the year? One week to work and one extra week to rest. Your guess is as good as mine. For now my comfort is II Cor. 12:9 – He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
ONE MONTH EXTRA.
Last December was a free month for me – specially scheduled to catch up with personal work. Organise my numerous unfiled photos in my computer; classify the numerous sermon outlines into easy-to-find folders and deleting the duplicates and triplicates; digitize my fading aged-old hand-written sermon outlines; print out and compile my Ruminations into a book (yes, a couple of friends proposed that I publish a book to follow the footsteps of my son!), etc. etc.
Then there were the domestic duties that I promised myself to assist my wife with: tidying up the rooms where I stored my things and which I would not allow her to touch; repainting the rusty fence and the flaked walls; throwing out the accumulated rubbish which resembles Smokey Mountain, only that this is not in the Philippines but in Bethel; updating some legal papers; etc. etc. meaning tens of other things more.
What did I accomplish? Nothing. There were too many unplanned interruptions that came into the picture which required priority attention. In the end, December flew past and I had to welcome in January and start all over again. Only if I could have one extra month – too late for 2012.
ONE YEAR EXTRA.
Last month some of my family members back for Chinese New Year celebrated my 75th Birthday in advance. Would I like one year extra for every year lived? Certainly not – Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (Mt. 6:34). Perhaps the NRSV can translate this text better: "So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is enough for today.”

Last Chinese New Year’s Day, I visited my 97-year-old auntie. She has been lying in bed in Tanjung Hospital for over three years. Previously she lived alone. My grandmother died in her early nineties, while her husband in his late eighties – both became bed-ridden after a fall. My father was called home at 93 and my mother in her thirties (in 1945) because of the 2nd World War. Looking at these aged people and their lives, one wonders if it is worth living long, if life is no more productive.  Of course, it depends much on a person’s outlook and uplook in life – and that will be my objective as I minister to the participants of the 2012 Asia Pacific Christian Conference in Taichung, Taiwan in August. My topic is Old is Gold and hopefully I may be used of the Lord to direct them to Him in their golden years to live a productive life for Him.
So be it one day, one week, one month or one year extra – the important point to remember is to live fruitfully for and faithfully unto the Lord. Paul put it very succinctly: According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Or as C.T. Studd once penned, 
Only one life, ’twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
And when I am dying, how happy I’ll be,
If the lamp of my life has been burned out for Thee.”.

Wishing my Chinese Prayer-partners
A Blessed and Bountiful Chinese New Year –
And to all of you

A Prosperous (Josh. 1:8; Psa. 1:3) and Fruitful (Jn. 15:5) Year
Living out this year as if with an extra year –
enjoying the Lord’s double portion of blessing.
============================================================
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	January 2012

	1
	XXX
	New Year Day*

	3
	
	

	15
	X X X
	Rest Week

	22
	SAGH
	Year of the Dragon.

	23
	XXX
	Chinese New Year*

	29
	IGGC
	Year of the Dragon

	February 2012

	5
	
	

	12
	BWGH
	Year of the Dragon

	19 
	XXX
	Rest Week

	26 a.m.
	BRGH
	Doctrine of the Church - Pt. 1: The Universal Church

	26 p.m.
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	March 2012

	4
	SNGH
	The Sweet Savour Sacrifices - (1) The Burnt Offering - Lev. 1

	11
	SNGH
	The Sweet Savour Sacrifices - (2) The Meal Offering - Lev. 2

	18
	SNGH
	The Sweet Savour Sacrifices - (3) The Peace Offering - Lev. 3

	23, 24
	BSGC
	The Sweet Savour Sacrifices – Lev. Chs. 1-3

	25
	BSGC
	The Year of the Dragon

	April 2012

	1
	IGGC
	Topic to be decided later.

	3, 4, 6, 7
	SNGH
	Penang Bible Reading  Conference.*

	6, 7, 8
	SNGH
	Penang Easter Conference.*

	8
	
	Easter Sunday*

	15
	SAGH
	The Garments of the High Priest – Exo. 28

	22
	BRGH
	Doctrine of the Church – Pt. 2: The Local Church

	22
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	29
	SNGH
	SNGH 30 Anniversary*

	May 2012

	6
	IGGC
	Topic to be decided later

	13
	IGGC
	Topic to be decided later

	18-20
	KCC
	The Second Coming in Thessalonians.

	20
	KCC
	The Year of the Dragon

	27
	XXX
	Rest week

	* indicates not speaking.


