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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

First, my sincere apologies for this overdue update. The last term (May to Sept) has been very busy and challenging.
A. I Walk in the Garden Alone.
1. The Busy Bumble Bees.

Strange. I always thought that bees are icons to be upheld for lazy bums to look up to and learn from. Yet the Bible uses the bee-figure for God’s enemies (Deut. 1:44; Psa. 119:1; Isa. 7:18) to be destroyed. Did I destroy God’s beautiful, busy bees when I called the Bomba (Fire Brigade) to spray 5 cans of Ridsect into their hive in the roof of my house?  The result reminded me of the Battle of Armageddon as if fought in the grounds of Bethel (my home) as the thousands of corpses littered the floor. But why the callous destruction? Every morning at six to eight, when my wife washed the cups and saucers under the kitchen fluorescent light, these bees would squeeze through the slits in the window panes, gather at the light and form beautiful hanging chandeliers. We were warned that while they looked enchanting, one day they could run amuck and we would not be there to admire them! Hence prevention is better than cure.
2. The Fierce Fiery Ants.

The Bible has nothing but good to say about the ant/s in its only two occurrences in Scripture (Pro. 30:25). Being what I am (after my experience with the busy bee), I am told to Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: (Pro. 6:6). I did and I do. The fire ants from my neighbour’s garden march into mine daily and I kill on the average 50 per day with my bare fingers and feet. In return, I suffer blue-black swellings with painful palpitations in my weapons of war with them and have gone to the doctor for treatment more than a couple of times.  They remind me of the fiery serpents which stung the rebellious Israelites. These fire ants are now wise to my ways and avoid me in their paths and I also have been made wise by using protective instruments to destroy them. Both of us have been made wiser; they the wiser because they are already wise. 
3. The Bushy Squirrels.

Squirrels do not occur in Scripture, but they do in my garden. The first came into my home and made a mess of the floor by laying sticky deposits there, after tasting my freshly-bought bananas hanging on the wall. I was forced to buy a mouse-trap to capture it and I did. Out of kindness I let it go in a nearby-kampong. Three days later another was seen. Was it the same one? Caught it again. This time I released it in the Botanical Gardens when out there for my dawn walk. Believe it or not? In all I have caught six of their kin and (if I were a Buddhist) would have accumulated much merit for such kindness in releasing animals into the wild!
B. I Work in front of my PC Alone.

The last five months, on the average of four to six hours per day, I faced and talked to my PC monitor screen. They were “stressful” months preparing for the Tabernacle Studies at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall, Sungai Ara Gospel Hall and Island Glades Gospel Centre. There were also studies on selected chapters in Romans and I John at Burmah Road Gospel Hall, Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre and Biblical studies on Worship in Butterworth Gospel Hall. 
In May, I was at Bidor Gospel Centre to do a three-night series on “Returning to the Ancient Paths” and repeating the theme in the Jalan Imbi Chapel Camp in Malacca from 29th May to 1st June.  In addition I have my weekly Ruminations for the Remembrance Feast and Reflections for the Week to be posted onto my website.

In August and September, I was busily preparing a paper on The Lord of the Harvest for the key-note address that I was invited to deliver by the CBSM at the biennial Assembly Leaders’ Conference (ALC) 2011 from Nov. 27 to 29 at Grand Kampar Hotel. They wanted the notes by August. At the same time, I had to prepare four studies on The Coming of Christ in the Thessalonians for the Singapore Seniors’ Christian Fellowship Camp from 3rd to 7th October in Desaru, Johore. They wanted the notes in September.
In November, apart from the ALC (27 –29) I shall also be attending the All Asian Creation Conference from 15-17 at Summit Hotel, USJ, KL. 

These times spent in front of the Computer sapped my energy mentally, physically, socially and even domestically with their obvious implications and obligations. I was alone and I made others around me lonely!
C. I “suffered” Alone.
For three months I suffered from a bloated stomach with the ubiquitous gas giving me a feeling of unwellness relieved only by gulps of air excreted at both ends of the human anatomy.  Arthritic aches in the shoulder, back and a neck that became stiff immobilizes its movements to make me wonder if I was turning into a stiff-neck person. For the gassy stomach condition, I discovered a solution which I would like to recommend to my prayer-partners if you have the same problem – Have Fruits Before Food. It really helps! Try it.

For the stiffness in the neck, shoulders and back, I underwent scanning by X-ray and MRI. Result? Praise God that nothing serious was detected. I have spondylosis in four places on my spine and spurs in my neck but the deposits do not impinge on the nervous system.  The happy obstetrician had this to comment – I have a young spine in an old body!
Most probably all these ailments came about because of the long hours spent before the computer. Thus, I have to cut down my commitments in the coming months because my watery eyes have returned to plague me as well.

D. I was Alone with my wife.
In the first place, because of the much preparation and the need for silence and solitude to accommodate it, my wife was left to be alone! Thus, to make up for it both of us need to be alone. So we took flight! 

In July we cruised on the Libra to Phuket (then to Krabi) and visited Peter and Peggy Ferry. It was the most relaxing cruise as we only ate, slept and lazed around on top deck – we were on top of the world, isolated from all friends and relatives.
In September, we again took flight with a couple of friends to Bali, staying in a budget hotel in the midst of a padi field surrounded by beautiful natural landscapes and pools of water. Except for the expensive food we had a good rest.

And this is the problem with rest – to rest I need to work extra hard to fulfil my commitments after rest. Then I need to recover from rest in order to catch up with the lapse when no work was done. The question is: is it worth to take a rest? To do so, I must work extra hard before and after it! Not to do so, I can go at my pace but at the expense of being without relaxation and geared to routine and perhaps even boredom. 
Anyway, after the Singapore Seniors’ Fellowship Camp (3-7 October), my wife and I are staying back in Singapore. We intend to visit some personal friends (and Samuel, see below) whom we have not met for a long time before we are committed to a very busy November. We are certainly looking forward to a time of real rest, relaxation and rejuvenation in December.

E. These Walk Alone.
1. My wife is fearful of walking alone. Between June and August, she tripped and fell three times – twice backwards to knock her head and back, and once forward onto the bags on a trolley she was pushing on our way back from the cruise. The first time she slid down (not on a toboggan though) the thirteen steps of our staircase from the first to the landing; in the second, she missed a step in the dark and fell backwards on to the cement floor.  We praise God that in all instances she did not suffer serious injuries but the experience was enough to scar her mental outlook. Her marred vision of one eye being one-third blind and her cataract lenses would add to the scare.
2. Five-year-old Samuel has to walk alone. He is our grandnephew and was diagnosed for leukemia at a young age. He went through chemotherapy and had remission until last month when he suffered a relapse and now is in Singapore undergoing more painful and powerful drugs to kill the cancer cells completely so that if necessary he may undergo a marrow transplant. His mother is staying with him in Singapore while his dad and grandparents visit him on weekends. 
3. For many months, my son Alvin was alone working hard authoring his Khazanah-sponsored second book, Barefoot Leadership. It was finally launched on Sept. 27. His first was Taking your Soul to Work. His wife Huey Fern had been a great help to him and to their son, Andrew all this time in order to help Alvin to be alone.

4. Many are Alone. There are many of God’s children who are alone. They reside in various types of Homes, not being able to care for themselves or by their own children, kith or kin. Let us remember them and visit them when able.
As I conclude this “Alone” Article in the Berita Bethel, I like to emphasize that while Alone in many of the circumstances named above, in actual fact, I (or my wife, or any others so named) have never been alone. All of us can claim the promise of Matt. 28:20 – lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Once again, I thank you for your prayer fellowship and practical partnership in my service for the Lord among His people. Continue to remember my wife and me as we serve Him among His people.
Please Pray that the Lord will…

· Continue to sustain and oversee our movements at home, doing His work outside and wherever we may go;
· Continue to keep us strong and healthy for Him as both of us are enjoying His bonus years.
· Continue to encourage me to be courageous when delivering His Word and not cringe under human fear and pressure.
· Continue to give me the vision, the mission and direction in serving Him.

· Continue to help me to be able to relate well with those whom I minister to so as to assist them meaningfully.

· Continue to use my writings to encourage, edify and exhort those who read them.

· Continue to enable me to produce meaningful and edifying articles in my website.

Thank you again for your prayer fellowship. If the Lord tarries we shall meet again next year.

A Blessed and Meaningful Christmas and

A Fruitful New Year to all of you.
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Page of Praise and Prayer Points
	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	September 2011

	4
	X X X
	Rest Week

	8-13
	X X X
	Not Available

	11
	X X X
	Rest Week

	18
	IGGC
	Tabernacle Studies - 3 The Brazen Laver.

	25
	IGGC
	Tabernacle Studies - 4 The Brazen Altar, Curtains and Coverings

	October 2011

	2
	X X X
	Rest Week

	3-7
	SSCF (Johor)
	The Second Coming of Christ in Thessalonians

	9
	X X X
	Not Available

	16
	BWGH
	Series to be decided.

	23
	BRGH
	

	23
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	30
	BWGH
	Series to be decided

	November 2011

	6
	SAGH
	4 The Tabernacle – The Garments of the High Priest/Priests (Exo. 28)

	13
	SAGH
	5 The Tabernacle – The Consecration of the High Priest/Priests (Ex. 29)

	15-17
	Summit Hotel, USJ, KL
	All-Asian Creation Conference

	20
	SNGH
	Topic to be decided later

	27-29
	ALC, 2011 (Kampar)
	The Lord of the Harvest

	December 2011

	4
	X X X
	Rest Week

	11
	X X X
	Rest Week

	18
	 
	 

	25
	X
	Christmas Day
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