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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

God is Good
For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth to all generations. Psalms 100:5
Several years ago my wife had a serious but unknown health problem. We feared the worst but were thankful to find out that although major surgery was needed, it was not a cancerous tumour. Some time later someone said to her, “Wasn’t God good that it wasn’t cancer?” I’ll never forget her reply, “God would have still been good even if it had been cancer.” Goodness is one of God's great attributes and we can rest upon it. No matter the situation, “Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” (Psalm 23:6). Remember, God is good, all of the time! —James Comte
How good is the God we adore, our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as great as His power, and knows neither measure nor end.—Joseph Hart

The above meditation is taken from Choice Gleanings of 21 April, 2011.

For the last term, my time was much occupied with going to the Throne of God’s Grace (Goodness?) to intercede for saints who were stricken with one form of sickness or another including those called home to be with the Lord. They are all in my close circle of friends.
 In March and April alone (and even as I pen this), I received, and have been receiving, the following news:
Marvis Lim (Mrs. Lim Seang Chye), wife of former elder of IGGC - she has lung cancer and it has spread to her spine so she suffers pain on the back, arms and legs.  She is on morphine to reduce the pain. In spite of her condition, those who visit her to comfort and cheer her are often themselves being encouraged by her. She believes strongly that God is indeed good. [Latest: She was called home at 2.50p.m. on 7 May as I pen this.]

Anara’s Mum from Kazakhstan:

The mother is conscious though she has lost weight and has pain, there is a tumor found in her pancreas sized 6cm. It's cancerous and many hospitals refused to do the operation for her. Gospel Outreach Worldwide (GOWW), Malaysia made arrangements for her to be sent to Penang on the recommendation of Wong Ee Ling (from Sungai Ara Gospel Hall now serving the Lord in Kazakhstan) to be examined by her cousin Dr. Beh from Pantai Hospital, Penang. After two weeks, Anara wrote (26 April):

The day we arrived there mum's condition was bad. She was already in the condition of intoxication - she could not move, was having fever and didn't have appetite to eat. It happened because of the biliary ducts obstruction caused by tumour. She also started to have jaundice 3 days before we left. CT scan showed the inoperable tumour of the head of pancreas. There has been severe biliary obstruction and also probably right adrenal metastasis.  Doctors said that she may have only 3-6 months to live. The doctors in Pantai Hospital in Penang gave her palliative treatment with medications (strong painkillers) and did 2 procedures (which only the second done on Sunday - was successful - the surgeon said "it is a miracle" that the procedure could be done successfully). Thanks to God and you for your prayers! After all these her condition is much better now, she is feeling much better.         Throughout the whole process, my mum who used to be strongly against Christianity has become much open and softer; at least she isn't against it any more, she was glad to hear that many people were praying for her and she is very grateful for all the help we received…My family members have also become much softer and open, they feel grateful to all believers. I think they start to understand more all your help, especially the believers in Penang, Mr Beh and Mrs Beh who really showed much love and care to us. My eldest sister, Janara, who was also with us in Penang wrote that her life has been changed by the unconditional love she received from the believers, who didn't even know her. Indeed God is Good!
Yap Kim Wan
He has been living the last 7 years without a stomach due to its removal because of cancer since August 2004, but that does not stop him from enjoying food. It is amazing how he stomachs the afflictions that come upon him now and then. But, if you meet up with him, i.e. if you can ever catch up with him, you will find that he is ever a joyful person and he believes fully that God is Good. Likewise his wife, Kim Leng, though having to limp around with osteoarthritis, is still active and ever-smiling in caring for her husband. Both are good testimonies to God that He is Good.
Yong Hin Seng

He slid down the last few steps of the spiral staircase in his house on 23 Jan and tore the tendon in his left knee. His leg was in plaster for one month and recovered in time to join his wife, the Yaps and us for a holiday in Pulau Langkawi at the end of March. Throughout the time in Langkawi, none of us had any relapse of what we were suffering from (and each one had at least an ailment) before we went. The Lord was good.
Johnson Chan Lin Huat, was warded in two hospitals and three times in and out of them since his first surgery on 29 March because his colon burst and its contents were thrown out. In spite of this ordeal, he remained cheerful as is characteristic of him. The Lord was good to him and his family who stood by him all this time. Two Sundays ago he was back in church.
Sarah Yeoh of Burmah Road Gospel Hall
She has shown remarkable recovery after her fall 2 months ago. Considering that she suffered fractures at 3 different places and was bed ridden for the same period, our sister is now able to do the following 

1. Sit in the wheel chair for more than 2 hours
2. Pull herself to a sitting position (from a lying down position)
3. Able to walk with assistance of a "walker" with the physio staff following her to give her "confidence"
4. She is looking forward to a full recovery so that she can return home. [Email recd on 25 April].
The Lord too has been good to her.

Mrs. Ong Guan Boon, wife of present BRGH elder, had a fall along Burmah Road while she and her husband were on their way to buy air tickets to visit Mrs. Shirley Chin in New Zealand. On their way, Mrs. Ong tripped over a ramp on the pavement and fractured her hip in April. When my wife and I saw her in hospital a couple of days later she was smiling and testifying to the fact that the Lord is good that her injury was not that serious and she was even feeling the healing power of God then.
Mr Albert Foo was operated on because of urinary problems in April and is recovering well now. 
Mr. David Kam would go for a 3-time RM3000.00-injection each time for his Age-related Macula Degeneration of his eye all paid for by the Government. God is Good.

God is Great 
After my wife and I returned home from the Penang Assemblies’ Easter Conference on Friday night, I received news informing us that Maisie deBruyne fell, knocked her head against a table, fractured her hip and was in excruciating pain. We went to see her in hospital on Sunday noon just as she was wheeled out semi-conscious from a failed CT scan of her head. We tried to speak to her but there was no positive response. After I had prayed for her, I told a sister with us that it would be great if God called her home. At 80 years old, with a weight problem, a rheumatic heart and other health complications (and now with a fractured hip!) and staying alone, it would be better that way. Early Monday morning, I received a sms: With great sadness we wish to inform you that our dear sister Maisie DeBruyne passed away yesterday (24th April) (age 80 years) evening while we were at the Easter Conf. God is Great. 
On the day when the thief on the cross said to Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom  and the Lord replied, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise, the Lord was also preparing Maisie to be where He is now so that on the day when His own celebrated His resurrection He was welcoming her into His presence in Paradise that where He is she should be also. The Lord is Great.
Maise would have then met up with…
…Mong Swee Chan from Island Glades Gospel Centre. She was baptized together with me in October 1950. She too saw the greatness of the Lord when the Lord gave her extra years after she was diagnosed with cancer of the lungs and bones. She left for home on 4 April.

…Molly Lew, wife of Stephen, elder of Kepong Gospel Chapel. She was called home at 8.07a.m. on 7 April due to a heart attack while visiting the Residential Bible School at HCC with her husband.
…Soon Swee Kee. At 93, he was the oldest member of Burmah Road Gospel Hall. I received this email:
Mr Soon Swee Kee was called home to be with the Lord on Wednesday (13 April 2011) at 3am.

He had served God very faithfully since he came to know Him and God was great to take him home just after a short sickness, having lived to this ripe old age.

…Paul Wu

Shocking news from New Zealand! In February, I received an sms from Paul Wu’s sister, that Paul was in his office when it collapsed. A 6.3 magnitude tremor struck Christchurch, only five months after the city was hit by a 7.1 earthquake. It was great that his body was found and identified later and the family members had a memorial service for him.
Another shocking news from New Zealand concerned…

…Shirley Chin (wife of former BRGH elder, Thomas). She was called home to be with the Lord in NZ because of liver cancer on 20 April.

Thomas wrote to the Jevaraj’s: It is comforting that she is "with the Lord - where there is no more pain, sorrow or death". She asked that the Lord took her home early to relief her of the discomfort & pain. Her prayer was answered. She was called home 12 days after her diagnosis. She rested solidly in the confidence that "Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, neither has it entered the heart of man, the things that God has prepared for them that love Him". While we weep, as "Jesus wept" in the face of death, we too are comforted & rest in God's solid & gracious promises to us all. 
The Lord is indeed Great!
Even as I write this, an email came through:

This is to inform you that Mr. Lim Yean Phai's third sister was called home to be with our Lord at 1.45 pm today (6th May). Mr. Lim is the new building treasurer of BRGH.
May all these dear brothers and sisters have a good Reunion with the Lord, and with one another, Receiving their due inheritance and Reward (I Pet. 1:4) from Him, and to Rest at Home with Him until we all meet again. 
God is Glorious

From 19-21 and 23 April, BRGH organized the Penang Assemblies Bible Reading Conference. The Conference Speaker was Michael Attwood from the US and he was teaching on An Overview of Ezekiel. The 11 hours of study highlighted and traced the Glory of God from Ezekiel’s vision of Him right to the Temple, through the Temple and out of it and finally to return to it in the later chapters. It was a glorious study on the Glory of God.
From 22-24 April we attended the Penang Assemblies Easter Conference. The speaker again was Michael. He spoke on The Passover, the Firstfruits and The Day of Atonement, all the time highlighting the Glory of God. His studies can be downloaded at: www.voicesforchrist.org.
This last term has also been times for me to prove that…
God is Good.
I started the new year with a number of stressed-related symptoms. I experienced a dizzy spell while weeding in the garden and fell faced down among the bushes. Consequently I was asked to go for a stress test by my family doctor. From the test ECG graph, it was discovered that I had some problems in Stage 4. I was advised to go for a heart angiogram. I opted for a heart scan instead and was told that one heart artery was 30% blocked.  I need not have to worry, but just be warned!

Up to the time of writing, I have been experiencing the discomfort of a distended stomach due to gas, teary eyes due to dry eyes, a chronic backache that sometimes inhibits my movements. However through all these, the wonderful part is that my ministry for the Lord has not been affected in any way and I am still able to keep all my engagements. The Lord is Good.

For this term, I need to prepare for my meetings in Bidor Gospel Centre from 20-22 May and for the Jalan Imbi Family Camp from 30 May to 1 June in Malacca. I also need to get ready to speak to the Singapore Senior Christians’ Fellowship in their camp in Johor from Oct. 3-7. Though feeling the “stress” of preparation, the Lord has been good to help me meet the dead lines. 
God is Glorious 

 For three times (March-April, July and November) in 8 sessions in the year I have been slotted to teach on The Tabernacle in Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall. It has been Good, Great and Glorious to trace the Glory of God in these studies as we see it manifested in the Concept and 
Construction of the Tabernacle, its relevance to other scriptures and to today’s Christian living. Above all, we saw the Person of the Triune God, and His Purpose and Plan for His People. It has been a glorious study for me in teaching and hopefully for the saints, a time of glorious learning for them too. These studies can be downloaded at www.berita-bethel-ung.com. 
As can be seen, this term has been…

Good – that in spite of God allowing sicknesses and sufferings in the lives of His saints He has always been there for them;
Great – that in spite of Him calling His saints home, each one could testify to His Greatness and Sovereignty over life and death;

Glorious – that through all these sufferings and home-calls, we know that He is Sovereign and in Control as we studied Ezekiel, The Feasts of the Lord and the Tabernacle. There is none like Him.

Perhaps it may be good for us to reflect on the fact that our God is Gracious too! (II Cor. 12:9)

============================================================
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	May 2011

	1
	IGGC
	1. The Tabernacle – its Concept and Construction

	8
	IGGC
	2. The Tabernacle – its Court Hangings, Curtains and Coverings.

	15
	XXX
	 Rest Week

	20-22
	BGC
	Return to The Old Paths (Jer. 6:16) of Biblical Scholarship and Headship – Parts 1 & 2 

	22
	BGC (Lord’s Supper)
	The Old Path of Biblical Worship

	29
	JIC (Lord’s Supper)
	Return to the Old Paths – Jer. 6:16

	30 May - 1 Jun
	JIC 59th Annual Family Camp, Malacca
	'Back to the Way, Back to the Truth'

	June 2011

	5
	BWGH
	1. The Tabernacle – its Concept and Construction.

	12
	BWGH
	2. The Tabernacle – The Court Hangings, the Gate, the Door, the Veil.

	19
	X X X
	Rest Week

	26
	BRGH
	Elaboration of Social Test: Love – I Jn. 3:11-18

	26
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	July 2011

	3
	 
	 

	10
	SNGH
	1. The Tabernacle – Lampstand, Golden Altar and Table of Shewbread.

	17
	SNGH
	2. The Tabernacle – Ark of the Covenant, Mercy Seat, Atonement Day.

	24
	X X X
	Rest Week

	31
	 
	 

	August 2011

	7
	 
	 

	14
	SAGH
	2. The Tabernacle – The Gate, the Door and the Veil

	21
	SAGH
	3. The Tabernacle – The Curtains and the Coverings; Bars and Boards.

	28
	BRGH
	Three Confirmations and Concluding Exhortation – I Jn. 5:18-21

	28
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	
	
	


