

For Private Circulation Only
         Vol.14 No.1 (Feb. 2010 from Oct. 2009)

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
My Phone: 6-04-226 6375

My Email: ung_kim@streamyx.com 

My URL: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com

My Gmail: beritabethelung@gmail.com 
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

[image: image1.jpg]



Greetings and Salutations Prayer Partners from my wife and me and our family of two sons and one daughter, their three spouses and our five grandchildren. We shall leave you to guess who is who. The occasion for the above photo was our Family Chinese New Year Reunion. It will be many more years before we can gather together in this way. The last time we did so was in 2001 when our youngest son married. Then, it was more formal. Now, it was more familial with emphasis on bonding relationships.

A. Anniversaries, Anniversaries and Anniversaries!

This term is Special.

First there were the Special Day Anniversaries of the Lunar Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day falling on the Lord’s Day on 14th February, a rare occasion indeed.  This triple-day was commented upon in my rumination for that day. Visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/ruminations/2010/262rumination14%20feb2010.doc
Then there were the Birthday Anniversaries in our family to celebrate from end of Jan to mid-March, an opportune occasion for the whole family to rejoice. Blessed birthday songs were merged with the New Year Kong Xi songs to greet Ah Mah and Kong-kong, mummy and daddy, Isabel, Tara and Hannah as they exchanged birthday presents and ang-pows in Bethel and in the make-do “reception hall” in the Bank Negara resort in Cenang, Pulua Langkawi where we stayed for our Family Reunion.    Everyone from the oldest to the youngest received a gift. It was a time of bonding, updating, fellowship and friendship. The Chicago Ungs spent most of their time sunning themselves at the beach – glad for the opportunity to escape the cold at home. The KL Ungs were relieved to have so many hands to baby sit Andrew and the Medan Damansara Khaws were glad to take time off from their duties and studies. As the family patriarch and matriarch, we were encumbered with hosting and in return we were embraced with love, respect and honour that made it all worthwhile just to see the appreciative faces. 
With Daniel Khaw off to the States on a Bank Negara full scholarship later this year, it will be a long time before such a complete reunion will take place again. 

We praise the Lord, that in our relationship with Him, we indeed find ourselves representing His one unique body. Both my wife I have been in the assemblies since our new birth and stand firm in assembly truths and principles of church gathering. Our children were brought up in the assemblies and all acknowledge and appreciate this foundation as they spread out to be very active and vibrant believers associated with the Assemblies of God, Methodists and Presbyterians as well as Baptists and other independent Bible-based, Christ-centred and God-glorifying gatherings of God’s people depending on where they have been at one stage or the other. However, we hardly talk about our associated backgrounds, but stress our ties with Christ that bind us together as one in His body and before the throne of God for us to uphold each other before Him.

My wife and I also cannot forget the Events Anniversaries that brought about a change in our lives and ministries for the Lord. On 3rd January 1966 we moved into Bethel – that would be 44 years ago. It was here that all our children grew up around the family altar and witnessed Christian principles practiced. It also provided the first meeting place for the assembly Golden Hours’ Fellowship, Sisters’ meetings, Cottage meetings, etc. In October, 1997, a group of mission-minded BRGH members met here to form the Mission Night Committee to create mission awareness and support of missions and missionaries in our assemblies in Penang in particular, and elsewhere in general 

On 12th January, 2000, Bethel gave birth to the Bethel Bible Class (BBC), equipping adult Christians for Christian ministry with the study of Assembly Distinctives. This was the second time a Bible Class was held in Bethel with an earlier one many years before which was transferred to the assembly at BRGH to be known as the Assembly Bible Class on 12th January, 1997.
22nd April saw the 9th Anniversary (started in 2001) of the Sungai Nibong Assembly Bible Class (ABC) which ran in tandem with the Bethel Bible Class started the year before. The former was held on a Friday night while the latter was on Sunday evening on alternate weeks. The ABC began with a study of BAD (Biblical Assembly Distinctives). After a break for the November 2009-February 2010 busy months, the class will resume in March this year. It has an average attendance of over 40 workers and leaders from the Penang assemblies. It continues with its current study of Biblical Hermeneutics with a proposal to switch over to Church and Contemporary issues in May.
27th February, 2005 saw the birth of the Lord’s Day Ruminations in my own website: www.berita-bethel-ung.com. The current rumination of R264 testifies to God’s faithfulness in providing me with His thoughts on the theme of Remembrance of, and Reverence for, the Lord at the Lord’s Table every Lord’s Day (for 264 weeks) as I commit myself to sharing these thoughts with His people to prepare them for a meaningful observance of the Lord’s Supper. Today the earlier simple basic half-page meditation has developed into a two full-page ruminative sermon outline of sorts with reflections for the week to boot. It has not been easy focusing on this same theme every week but the Lord has been faithful all these five years. 47 prayer-partners receive the weekly rumination regularly by email attachment at their requests while others access it on their own.
February would also be the 5th Anniversary of my www.berita-bethel-ung.com website.  I am ever thankful to my webmaster who faithfully services it all these years. From a small beginning it has gone worldwide and I am glad that the uploaded materials have been of help to those who need them. Even McAfee, the internet security company, has tested this site with the following comments:  Automated Web Safety Testing Results for berita-bethel-ung.com

E-mail tests for berita-bethel-ung.com; Download tests for berita-bethel-ung.com; Online affiliations for berita-bethel-ung.com; Linked to green site - When we visited this site, we found that most of its links are to sites which are safe or have only minor safety/annoyance issues.
Since its very early beginnings of only displaying my speaking roster, sermon outlines, assembly history, etc. in two dimensions, it now includes audio files where one can listen to the studies presented in the various assemblies and even view visual presentations in PowerPoint. 

It is my prayer and hope that the Lord will continue to use this website to edify His people for His Glory.

B. ministry and Meetings 

In connection with every Chinese New Year, I have been going round among the assemblies speaking on the animal associated with CNY for the past 25 years or more. This year it is no different, yet in another sense, it is. For the first time the study on The Year of the Tiger is presented in Powerpoint. [To view visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Year%20of%20the%20Tiger%202010.pps]. After the series, I shall be moving out of Penang to speak to the KL Senior Citizens Christian Fellowship on Technology and the Elderly at SS Gospel Centre on April 10, followed by ministry at the Lord’s Supper the next day in the same assembly. Then it will be to The Life Chapel to speak on Missions on June 6, followed by the Singapore Ang Mo Kio Assembly Camp at Cameron Highlands two weeks later to Consider The Wondrous Works of God in His final response to Job. The weekend meetings and Bible classes in between will carry on as usual among the Penang assemblies. [See roster on page 3.]

C. Ageing,  Arthritis  and Aches!
With each birthday, age creeps up silently to endow maturity or/and frailty on the person concerned depending on the stage of life he/she has arrived at. For my wife and me, the process is downward, as age creeps up. Osteoporosis and arthritis are its constant companions. Since the last term my wife continues to be plagued by a weak knee and leg that pinch on the nerves as she walks. I seem to have been spared. But lately, perhaps the Lord wants me also to understand and sympathise with her, associated symptoms pounced on me as a tiger on its prey without warning. Two days ago (23rd Feb), I was slouched into the crouching position of the tiger. Whenever I got up from a sitting or lying posture, and before I could stand up straight to walk, a back pain would bend my spine into that position. Then I would have difficulty putting on socks and I was wondering if the assembly elders would allow sockless speakers on the pulpit! Praise the Lord that I have recovered with some anti-inflammatory drugs and Far-Infrared Technology plasters. Stress most probably was the culprit as my back muscles were formed into lumps.

Finally I would like to thank all prayer-partners who have been faithfully upholding my wife and me before God’s throne of grace regularly and all who so graciously have practical fellowship with me in my ministry for the Lord. Lastly I would like to make special mention of two new anonymous gifts received through Burmah Road Gospel Hall and Bethesda Hall Ang Mo Kio in addition to others I have previously acknowledged in past Beritas. Thank you.

My wife, family and I would like to wish all our Chinese prayer-partners

A Blessed and Bountiful Chinese New Year

And to all others

Peace and Prosperity (Josh. 1:8) walking in God’s Path for you.

=======================================================
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I have been and shall be each week (DV) for the term covered. 

[Note: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month: SNGH-Assembly Bible Class, Course on Hermeneutics continues.]

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	March 2010

	7
	BMGC
	Year of the Tiger

	7
	SNGH-ABC
	Resumption of Class - Hermeneutics – The Typical Principle

	14
	BWGH
	Year of the Tiger

	21
	SNGH
	Pt. I. O Job; stand still and consider…37:14

	21
	SNGH-ABC
	Hermeneutics – The Typical Principle

	28
	SNGH
	Pt. II. O Job; stand still and consider…37:14

	April 2010

	2-4
	
	EASTER

	4
	xxx
	Rest week

	4
	SNGH-ABC
	Hermeneutics – The Typical Principle

	10
	SSGC
	Senior Citizens’ Fellowship – Technology and the Elderly.

	11
	SSGC
	Year of the Tiger

	18
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	18
	SNGH-ABC
	Hermeneutics – The Typical Principle

	25
	BRGH
	The Call of Two Women – Prov. 9

	25
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	May 2010

	02
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	02
	SNGH-ABC
	Church Truths and Issues

	09
	BWGH
	Series to be decided later

	13
	
	ASCENSION DAY

	16
	SNGH-ABC
	Church Truths and Issues

	23
	
	WHITSUNDAY

	30
	xxx
	Rest week

	

	June 2010

	06
	PJ-TLC
	Missions

	06
	SNGH-ABC
	Church Truths and Issues

	13
	xxx
	Rest week

	14-19
	AMK, Singapore
	Ang Mo Kio Assembly Bible Camp
Theme: Job 37:14(b) "stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God".

	20
	xxx
	Rest Week

	20
	SNGH-ABC
	Church Truths and Issues

	27
	BRGH
	Topic to be decided later

	27
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	27


