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((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
My attention lately was drawn to the names of Jehovah – a present study series in the Prayer Meeting in my home assembly.  I have also dealt with them in my last two Ruminations (R242 & R244) on my website. Also the Names seem to take on a new challenge to me as I review the last term and my relationship with Jehovah Himself.  
However, to start off this report, I shall begin with Samuel’s monument to Jehovah – Ebenezer: Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us. (I Sam. 7:12) 

The LORD is Jehovah, of course.

A. Ebenezer = Hitherto hath the LORD helped us
My Ebenezer would not be a stone, but a white bank deposit envelope.  Just before my commendation on 16th October, 1996, this envelope was put into the collection bag at Burmah Road Gospel Hall. On it was my name boldly written in block letters to disguise the donor’s writing. Inside was a gift for me. I had been praying to Jehovah to give me a confirmation sign that He indeed had called me out for a teaching ministry and would provide for me. The sign of the envelope was given – and I never received such a gift before! Since that day until now, this anonymous believer has never failed to drop in the white envelope into the bag every month, and that was 13 years ago!  
Two Sundays ago I was studying Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians with the saints at Island Glades Gospel Centre and I drew the parallel of Paul’s experience with mine. He commended the saints for their fellowship in the gospel [with him] from the first day until now (Phil. 1:5)  At the end of the epistle, he further commented: Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. (Phil. 4:15) Samuel raised a stone and called it Ebenezer.  I raise this bank deposit envelope and call it Ebenezer, hitherto hath JEHOVAH helped me by putting into the heart of this anonymous faithful believer to have this partnership with me from the beginning until now. Thank you JEHOVAH and thank you whoever you are. Your act of love is an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God (Phil. 4:18) even as I give God thanks for this 13th Commendation Anniversary and of your faithful partnership of which the monthly envelope is a monumental Ebenezer testimony.
B. Jehovah-Jireh = Jehovah will see (to it)
Jehovahjireh was the name Abraham gave to a mountain in Moriah: Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh…In the mount of the JEHOVAH it shall be seen. [cf. it will be provided, NIV] (Gen. 22:14) after God had provided a ram substitute for his son, Isaac in sacrifice. While Ebenezer would relate to God’s past faithfulness, Jehovahjireh would relate to His present and future providence.
Since 16th October, 1996 Jehovah has opened many doors for me to serve Him, primarily in mission trips to Myanmar, Cambodia (twice), Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, India (twice) and Australia. In all these trips, the host countries never provided for my fares, but Jehovah did through individual believers in their partnership with my ministry. Never was there an appeal made, but He saw to it that whom and when He called He would equip and He would provide. He is my Jehovahjireh!
Today I continue to see the fruits of these mission trips apart from those harvested then and there. At least four who accompanied me have been called of JEHOVAH of the harvest to go into mission fields abroad. Chin Thiew Lung went with me in my first trip to Cambodia. Later she left to serve JEHOVAH in Kabul, Afghanistan. She is now back in Penang. Chan Mei Lai travelled with me to India the first time. She is now serving JEHOVAH in Indonesia. Brenda Lim was with me in my second visit to Cambodia. She returned there twice later. Now, having resigned from her job as a New Straits Times journalist for ten years, she is returning to Cambodia to serve Jehovah there. Wong Ee Ling was our team’s treasurer in my second visit to India. She has resigned from her executive post as a bank officer and will be leaving to serve Jehovah in Kazakhstan next month. These have left their “comfort zones” to answer the call and challenge of Jehovah and trust Him as Jehovahjireh – the Lord Who will see to, and provide for, all their present and future needs. 
At home, Jehovah was gracious. He provided my wife and me with our fifth grandchild, Andrew Ung, born on 13th July to Alvin and Leong Huey Fern. Andrew will continue my family’s lineage even as I was studying for three Sundays in September, the Genealogies of Jesus with the saints at Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall. Andrew was a good illustration of the males named in the genealogies of those times except for the Grace of God in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus when we found four “unworthy” women in the list. It was Jehovah’s way of demonstrating that JESUS would save His people from their sins. And I am sure Jehovahjireh will provide for Andrew too.
C. Jehovah-Shalom = Jehovah (is) Peace
Gideon, confronted with the Angel of Jehovah and fearing that he would be struck dead for seeing him face to face, was assured when JEHOVAH said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. Then Gideon built an altar there unto JEHOVAH, and called it Jehovahshalom. (Jud. 6:22- 24)

This last term I came under heavy pressure as I tried to fulfil my commitments. Apart from the regular weekly Ruminations (which amount to preparing sermonettes each week), the Lord’s Day meetings in various assemblies, the fortnightly SNGH-ABC, the daily email correspondence to minister to the needs of individuals, etc. and the preparation of various studies, I had little time left to myself. Consequently from July 13-17 my wife and I and a couple of dear friends went to Pulau Langkawi for a rest. As we waited for our plane at the airport, we received an SMS that Huey Fern was in labour and when we were in Langkawi Andrew came into the world. It was too late for us to turn back, but we are thankful to Fern’s mother who quickly flew in that day to take care of her daughter and Andrew during her confinement period. Jehovahjireh was there and Jehivahshalom gave us peace.
Later my wife went to KL with her sister to celebrate their brother’s (Dr. Ng Soon Gan’s) 70th birthday leaving me behind to fend for myself and to take care of the two homes. But I was never alone. Loving saints gave me a pizza to sustain me for three days (!), others brought along other types of food, fruits, goodies and still others took me out for a meal. Indeed I am very grateful to these loving and caring saints who knew of my lack of culinary skills and my laziness to feed myself! Jehovahshalom was there to assure my wife that her husband was well taken care of. And this loving care is repeated even as I write this, being alone in my home for the second time in two months. (Reason? See Jehovahrapha below.) Just yesterday I was taken out to a Chinese restaurant for lunch by a loving Christian couple after my ministry to the saints at Burmah Road Gospel Hall Chinese assembly. It was great to be again standing on the same platform that I grew up with as a Christian for over half a century and to preach from there after a lapse of nearly two years as the BRGH building came under renovation and now under the Chinese assembly administration.
D. Jehovah-Rapha = Jehovah healeth thee.
When Moses threw a tree (a piece of wood, NIV) into the bitter waters of Marah, the waters were made sweet. Just as JEHOVAH healed the waters of Marah, He assured His people He would heal their diseases if only they would give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, because He is Jehovahrapha, the JEHOVAH that healeth thee.  (Exo. 15:23-26)

These last two months my wife and I have been claiming this promise more than ever. And we are looking to Jehovah to heal us or give us His sufficient grace that His strength [may be] made perfect in [our] weakness and infirmities. (II Cor. 12:9)
The orthopedic surgeon could not do much for my backache (long hours at the computer?) and a throbbing thumb (slight fracture probably due to an unknown old injury) which had troubled me for nearly three months He just dispensed pain killers which aggravated my gastric problems, and compounded by my arthritic aches in various places, made matters worse. But it does not matter. I believe this is my thorn in the flesh for me to experience in a greater measure the grace of JEHOVAH and to know and experience more deeply and intimately my Jehovahrapha.
My wife is now in KL with her brother to take care of her sister who undergoes surgery today. While there she underwent endoscopy and colonoscopy and we thank Jehovahrapha that nothing abnormal was detected. However, in the MRI scan it was discovered that she had a slight slipped disc. This could possibly be due to a fall when she slipped on the last three steps of the staircase at home and knocked her back and her head against the steps last month. She was strongly advised that she could not afford another fall. Of course this is compounded by her chronic osteoporosis. She really needs Jehovahrapha to take care of her.
My sister-in-law also went through endoscopy, colonoscopy and ultra-sound scan in Island Hospital last week. It was discovered that she had a complex ovarian cyst with suspicious underlying carcinoma. The next day, my wife and she left for KL on the invitation of their brother for her to be operated on by his son and their nephew, a gynecology-oncology surgeon in Pantai Hospital. Her operation is scheduled for this afternoon (12th Oct. 2009). (Update: The hysterectomy was a success. Now to wait for the prognosis and the biopsy results.) 
Just two nights ago, my youngest son, Alvin (and Andrew’s father) walked through a glass door in his friend’s condominium club house. Blood splattered all over the floor amidst the broken pieces of glass. He was operated upon at 2.00a.m. The flesh near his knee-cap was torn (he had twenty stitches) while a torn artery near the knee-cap required more stitches.  
Just last week, our youngest grand-daughter, Isabel came under severe asthmatic attacks. 

As can be seen, our family really needs our JEHOVAH to be Jehovahrapha to us!

E. Jehovah-nissi = Jehovah (is) my Banner.
While Joshua fought the battle with the Amalekites in the valley below, his victory completely depended on Moses lifting his hands high with his staff, his arms supported by Aaron and Hur on either side on top of the hill. With their ultimate victory, Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi = Jehovah, my Banner. (Ex. 17:8-15)
We are approaching the end of the year. My next Berita will probably herald in the New Year. There are certain projects ahead and we need Jehovahnissi to go ahead of us to see to their success.
In two days’ time (15-19 Oct), I shall be leaving for the Camerons for the Assembly Fellowship Camp (AFC). Under Jehovah, Whose banner…was love (SS 2:4) we hope to have a time of loving fellowship together.

On Nov. 29 to Dec. 1, the Malaysian Assembly Leaders’ Conference (ALC) will be held in Genting. I have been invited to brief the Conference as to what is happening to our original assembly building known as Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel where assembly work first started with the arrival of Mr. & Mrs. John Chapman from Bristol in 1859. 
I am in a Christian Heritage Committee working together with YWM which is trying to buy up the property to restore it to its original function for missionary recreation and 
training as well as a Mission and Resource Centre. We are approaching the State authorities and the Penang Heritage Trust to preserve it as a heritage site in the heritage enclave of Georgetown, our UNESCO Heritage City. We are hoping that more assemblies (especially those in Penang) will take a greater interest in helping us in our effort. We are hoping also that ALC will be partners with us to preserve our heritage for future generations and for the development of missions. Do help us carry the banner of Jehovahnissi high!

Next year (2010) seems to be another busy year for me. For that I shall leave it for my next Berita. In the meanwhile, please continue to be my prayer-partners.  Lift up the hands and support me when I go out to the valley below to minister to the needs of the saints under the banner of Jehovahnissi. 
JEHOVAH-SHALOM TO ALL OF YOU
JEHOVAH bless thee, and keep thee:

JEHOVAH make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:

JEHOVAH lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.  Num. 6:24-26

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I have been and shall be each week (DV) for the term covered. 

[Note: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month: SNGH-Assembly Bible Class, Course on Hermeneutics continues.]

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	October 2009

	4
	IGGC
	Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians

	4
	SNGH-ABC
	Hermeneutics – The Predictive Principle (Cont’d) – Last class for the year.

	11
	BRGH (Ch)
	Christ’s High Priestly Ministry

	15-18
	Cameron Highlands
	Assembly Fellowship Camp

	25
	BRGH
	Havoc Wrought by the Tongues – James 3:5b-12

	25
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	November 2009

	01
	
	Rest week

	08
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	15
	SAGH
	Series to be decided later

	22
	BRGH
	Submission to God – Jas. 4:7-12

	29
	
	

	29 Nov – 
1 Dec.
	Genting Highlands
	Malaysian Assembly Leaders’ Conference

	December 2009

	06
	
	Rest week

	13
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	20
	SNGH
	Series to be decided later

	25
	
	Christmas

	27
	
	

	January 2010

	3
	
	

	10
	
	

	17
	xxx
	Rest Week

	24
	SAGH
	Year of the Tiger

	31
	IGGC
	Year of the Tiger

	February 2010

	7
	xxx
	Rest week

	14
	---
	CHINESE NEW YEAR

	14
	BRGH (Eng)
	Year of the Tiger

	21
	xxx
	Rest week

	28
	SNGH
	Year of the Tiger

	28
	BRGH
	Mission Night


