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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
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The Passing Year 

2008 was fleeting and exciting. It went by so fast that I thought it just commenced yesterday. It was exciting, especially the last quarter. It left me grasping. 

It started with my message to close and challenge the GLO Bible School in Taiping to Pick Up the Axe-head on Sept. 20, followed by a wonderful time of fellowship with my peers at the five-day Singapore Seniors’ Fellowship Camp in Penang from the 29th. We exulted when reminded that Old is Gold. Two weeks later in October I studied The Rapture and the Revelation in the Thessalonians with the saints from Kepong Gospel Chapel and Sri Damansara Gospel Centre for three nights. 

On 14th and 15th November Old Is Gold was again the subject for consideration for the seniors at Elim Gospel Hall, Ipoh followed by a challenging message to possess the promised land on Sunday to all.
The rest of the year was spent in preparing for the Mission to India.

Is it not surprising therefore with such a tight and busy schedule “stress symptoms” reared their ugly head? I had to go for two medical scans to check their cause. Praise the Lord that no worrisome conditions were detected and all things settled down to normalcy with a little purposed relaxation. 

The Coming Year

With lessons learnt from the above experience, I have decided to space out my commitments for 2009 with a firm resolution not to allow interjections into the already planned speaking schedule. So far, I have been successful, having declined two invitations!

My commitments this year are more to the six Penang assemblies. Apart from expounding on biblical subjects often left out in the assembly teaching because of their difficulty (when given to me Open Topics), I also hope to cover any request to deal with specified topics they feel the need to be dealt with in their assemblies. I shall also continue to help the leaders and workers of the Penang Assemblies in interpreting Scriptures correctly in their study of the Bible at the Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall-sponsored Assembly Bible Class. It is now into its 5th year. Last year the Class commenced with about 70 participants and it settled down to an average of 40-50 regularly. We were studying the Principles of Biblical Hermeneutics and we shall continue to do so commencing in March this year. 

In addition to the SNGH-ABC, another regular feature of my ministry for the Lord is to write the weekly Ruminations to be posted on my website to help believers to prepare themselves to participate and contribute more meaningfully at the Lord’s Supper. I started this ministry with the idea of using past sermon outlines; but up to today (after over 200 Ruminations) I have yet to use one “old” message. Every Rumination is new every week as the Lord inspires His thoughts in me to help others to remember Him every Lord’s Day. The URL is:  

www.berita-bethelung.com/ruminations/2009/.doc
To avoid stressful deadlines this year, I hope to concentrate more on a writing ministry. I need to update some links in my website which will be four years old on Feb. 20, and perhaps to refresh all earlier Ruminations sans Reflections to bring them up to date, commencing with Rumination 1 posted on 27th February, 2005.
I also need to update my History links on the Mission House at Farquhar Street. This building has been sold to a Rock Café owner who seeks to renovate it and turn it into a Pub. An international Christian group wants to buy up this Heritage premises to restore it to its original purpose and now is rallying support from interested parties to urge the State Government and the Penang Heritage Trust to prohibit the Pub project. So far the venture is encouraging. Let us pray that this first assembly hall and mission house will be restored to its former goals of giving a shelter to missionaries and to train new ones too. Assemblies in Penang should be interested in this project as it housed the beginnings of assembly work since 1859. 

I also need to update the history of Burmah Road Gospel Hall which will have a new building this year. Last year it “celebrated” its 70th anniversary (1938-2008). I hope to chronicle its first 60 years in a pictorial report before the new building is ready for occupation.
Hopefully, this year I will be able to digitise all my previous Bible studies and sermons written in old diaries, on pieces of paper and OHP transparencies, etc.  before the writing fades into oblivion with the passage of time. Of course, I can always value the voluntary assistance of a good typist who can help me do this. 
With all these writing projects in mind, I think I may sink into the “stress-tank” again, but at the same time, maybe not, as these projects have no deadlines, or else I would be “dead” in a manner of speaking.

The Lapping Years
The concluding weeks of 2008 and the commencing days of 2009 would be memorable moments etched into my memory for long years to come. 
On Christmas Day, 2008, I led a team of five sisters (including my wife) on a Mission Tour of Tamilnadu in India, from Courtallam in the south to Chennai in the north until 7th January, 2009. Concerned saints advised against such a trip as on Nov. 26, at least eight powerful bombs detonated in commuter trains and stations in Bombay, killed at least 183 people and wounded more than 900. Authorities called the explosions a coordinated terrorist attack.
We went through tight security at the Chennai airport and flew to Marudai early 26th morning to arrive at the South Tamilnadu Christian Assemblies Bible Camp at Courtallam after a three-hour journey by van. Over a thousand believers and friends packed the auditorium and overflowed into the corridors to sit through three days of my teaching on The Tabernacle and other sessions, while the team members ministered to the sisters and over 300 children separately. It was a real challenge to deliver our messages as there was a lack of equipment to pass on our Powerpoint Presentations. However the Camp Committee managed to rent them with some commencing hic-cups and everything went smoothly after that. We are thankful to the two Simons (Snr. and Jr, not related) for making our stay there comfortable in spite of existing limitations. Simon Snr. took charge of our itinerary while Simon Jr, pampered our gastronomical tastes, giving us practically every Indian dish he could muster to orientate us in Indian cuisine. Being a professional cook, with his own restaurant, it was no problem for him to treat us in such “royal” fashion. He was also my very able interpreter in the Camp so much so one wondered who the actual speaker was in the end of it all!
We also had occasion to visit the Courtallam Christian Camping Centre Trust project site to construct an Old Age Home and Camping Centre. The foundation has been laid and they are waiting on the Lord for His supply of Rs. 75,00,000/- to complete the remaining works. With this Camp site, they will not have to rent the auditorium in the future.  We gave them a fellowship gift.
The Camp was an experience in itself. To see the sisters and children voluntarily sitting on the floor in front so quietly listening to the Word, with their knees curled up and their heads covered is a rare sight in Malaysia. Others sitting on chairs with men and women on either side for so many hours was a testimony to their hunger for the Word. Many had travelled miles to attend this Camp.
Every camper was fed with simple food and no one complained.  It was a wonder how the few volunteers managed to cook for so many. Bibles, good commentaries and devotional books were on sale at prices not available in Malaysia. One Team member bought a Scofield leather-bound Bible for about RM80.00.

After the Camp, we visited the famous Courtallam Falls before we continued on our tour of visiting assemblies. The first was in Rajapalayam where I spoke in three special meetings there, including a Watchnight Service where I was invited to welcome in the New Year with a message at midnight. The service ended about 2.00a.m. We then returned for a Baptismal Service at 10.00a.m. for my New Year Message of Crossing over River Jordan as a new beginning for Israel and for them too.
We also visited Sankarankoil assembly and later Virudhungar assembly on our way to Madurai to catch our flight back to Chennai on the night of 2nd Jan. to begin our visit to the Christian Missions Charitable Trust (CMCT) ministries the next day. We stayed at the YWCA International Guest House and in the afternoon, the CMCT Staff took us to visit a leprosy colony to see their work there. When we were there, they put up a puppet show, while our team presented singing items and a skit to an appreciative audience. I concluded with a short message before the CMCT staff distributed rations to those who were present.

On the Lord’s Day, we attended the Lord’s Supper at Choolaimedu assembly where I spoke on Worship. About 70% of the believers there came from the girls’ orphanage at CMCT! After lunch with Dr. Colleen Redit, the CMCT President, we returned to YWCA for a rest before we left for a combined Kodungauyur-Madhavanaram Christian Assembly Service. Bro. Ebenezer was my interpreter for The Plagues in Egypt given to a congregation composed mainly of believers recently converted from a Hindu background.
We were officially welcomed to CMCT with garlands and a Welcome Presentation by the children and staff of  CMCT on 5th January where I began a study of Mary at Jesus Feet at their Chapel Service for their over 200-strong Staff. After that, it was a tour of the CMCT ministries. After lunch, we left for Bethany High School, a two-hour drive away. We were impressed by the committed Christian teachers serving among the children who came from poverty-stricken and slum areas. They were no different from other public school pupils in their smart uniforms and shoes which were provided free by CMCT including their education and lunch.
In the evening we left for the Tondiarpet Ladies’ Meeting of about 80 elderly sisters packed on the roof top of a two-storey house, and even overflowed to the adjoining rooms. They were literally sitting at my feet as I expounded to them the Sweet-Savour Sacrifices at the request of Dr. Colleen who has been teaching them for over two decades, to do a deep Bible study with them. I was indeed impressed by their Bible knowledge gained from memorising whole Bible verses and chapters, arising from the need of not allowing their drunkard and abusing husbands see them with Bibles as they would tear or burn these Bibles if discovered. Many were at the meeting without the knowledge of their husbands. 
The next day saw us visiting more CMCT ministries after Chapel Service. Then it was to the notorious River Cooum slums to have an idea where many of the girls in CMCT Orphanage come from. After that it was a visit to the Soup Kitchens where neglected elders, abandoned by their children, go for shelter and food. 
In the evening, it was rest and a little sight-seeing for the first-timers in the Team. 

On 7th, January we cut-queue in the endless stream of visitors to Dr. Colleen’s office to see her after Chapel Service where I had delivered my farewell message on The Four Men in II Timothy Four.  We presented her the fellowship gifts that we brought along from our prayer-partners for the purchase of two pieces of physio-laser equipment for the CMCT Physiotherapy Department. It was just the right amount at the right time of need! After that we were taken to visit the homes of some HIV patients where we presented to them some rations and prayed for them. Then it was back to CMCT to purchase last-minute souvenirs from their Handicrafts Department to take home with us. 
We returned home safely on 8th morning after a memorable mission trip. We praise the Lord for keeping us safe and healthy throughout the whole tour, though after coming back every one of us was down with one ailment or other because of the strain of the mission. We are almost all recovered by now and very busy preparing for the coming Mission Night at Burmah Road Gospel, Penang on Sunday, 22nd Feb. to give our report. We have over 1000 photos to edit and a long report to summarise. All these will be posted on my website later with the URLs given to you when they are ready. Please look out for them.
On behalf of my wife and I, I now take this opportunity to thank all of you for your prayer fellowship and practical partnership the whole of last year and request of you to continue to do so this year. Thank you and we wish you 

A Blessed and Bountiful



Chinese New Year of the Bullock
Click on this link http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Year%20of%20the%20Bullock-Cow_2009.doc for a study outline of the Chinese New Year message.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I had been and shall be each week (DV) for the term covered. 

[Note: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month: SNGH-Assembly Bible Class: Course on Hermeneutics which will resume in March 2009.]

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	January 2009

	1-3
	Tamilnadu, India
	Speaking in neighbouring assemblies in Courtallam-Madurai area

	4-6
	Tamilnadu, India
	Chapel Services in CMCT, visits to CMCT Ministries, and speaking in assemblies in Chennai

	11
	
	Free

	18
	IGGC
	Year of the Bull(ock)

	25
	BRGH (Eng)
	Year of the Bull(ock)

	[26
	-
	CHINESE NEW YEAR]

	February 2009

	01, 9, 22
	SNGH, BWGH, SAGH
	Year of the Bull(ock)

	22
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	March 2009

	1
	IGGC
	Topic to be decided later

	01
	SNGH-ABC
	

	08
	BMGC
	Year of the Bull(ock) – Part 1

	15
	BMGC
	Year of the Bull(ock) – Part 2

	15
	SNGH-ABC
	

	22
	SNGH
	The Use of Gifts – I Cor. 12

	29
	
	Rest Week

	April 2009

	5
	
	

	5
	SNGH-ABC
	

	12
	
	EASTER SUNDAY

	19
	SAGH
	Topic to be decided later

	19
	SNGH-ABC
	

	26
	BRGH
	Paul’s Final Warning and Conclusion. II Cor. 13:1-14

	26
	BRGH
	Mission Night

	29-2nd May
	PJGH
	PITH (Partners In The Harvest)








