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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
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Wow! It has been a long time since I last wrote in June. And now it is the end of October.  Much water has flowed under the bridge of time. Let me trace my footsteps back from today.

Today (Tuesday, Oct. 28)? Yes today. It is the first day of a somewhat recovery from a bad bout of flu. I felt its full onslaught on Sunday after I had spoken at Burmah Road Gospel Hall at my bi-monthly appointment with my home assembly. On Saturday I prayed that the Lord would give me respite from the flu to give me some sense of mental alertness, physical ability and, above all, spiritual anointing from above to discharge my responsibility. He did! For the 1½-hour meeting, I hardly coughed, sniffed or even lost my voice (though it was not normal. You can listen to it at www.berita-bethel-ung.com. I was speaking on Prison, Pharaoh and Providence – a study on Gen. chaps. 29, 30)
When I returned home, “the fountains of the deep broke lose” and my body was wet with sweat, nose ran, eyes watered, and the irritant lungs coughed out what it was forced to retain in greater ferocity. At the end of it all, I was completely drained and was forced to miss out on the Mission Night that evening – my first in its history of twelve years.
However, though absent, it was gratifying to hear reports of a successful Mission Night. I had handed the baton over to bro. Kenneth Oh and his team of David Lim, Jessamine Lee, Grace Tsang and Alex Tong. They have learnt well and they now can be on their own. I had also passed the baton of the Assemblies Fellowship Camp to bro. Johnny Goh, sis. Wong Ee Ling and the present Chairman, Jolene Ong and their teams. They too have learnt well and are going on well. This is the most gratifying part of my ministry for the Lord. Training up young leaders and stepping down for them to take over when the time comes, leaving me to go on to take on more new challenges and initiate more projects for the Lord and His people.
Just as that Lord’s Day was exhausting for me, the term (June to Oct.) was exciting. Did I mention 12 years of Mission Night earlier? Yes, I did. It was also the 12th Anniversary of my home assembly’s commendation of me into the Lord’s service in Bible teaching ministry. And, by God’s grace, I have been busy in such ministry ever since. The Lord’s faithfulness and provision has never left me. He never forgets me, just as He never forgot Joseph when the chief butler forgot him.
From 17th to 19th Oct, I was teaching on Christ’s 2nd Advent in I and II Thessalonians in Kepong Gospel Chapel. I was touched by the keen interest displayed by the saints there who even refused to take five for the two-hour solid Bible study each night. In fact, the last night (Sunday) added another twenty minutes as they requested for question time after the long session. Truly, I can never believe in those people who only insist on an half-hour maximum sermon time as they claim they will turn off their attention after twenty minutes. Even then, these saints stayed back to stage a surprise for me at that late hour. The elder, Stephen Lew, announced that the assembly had prepared a 12th Anniversary cake to rejoice with me for God’s Goodness and Provision for me all these twelve years to the day! According to him, a little bird had whispered this secret to him 
The above meetings were at the combined invitation of Kepong Gospel Chapel and Sri Damansara Gospel Centre. That Sunday morning I spoke at the latter assembly. My wife and I were hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Lim Yau Chuan of SDGC during our sojourn there.  We had good fellowship with the saints in both assemblies, until I complained to my wife that I had difficulty bending forward to put on my socks!

12th October was memorable to me as well. After almost seven months of faithful fortnightly Bible Study on Bible Marking and Biblical Hermeneutics, the Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall Assembly Bible Class came to a close with a dinner for all participants. They will continue next year with the same topic. The attendance of the ABC (specially designed for assembly leaders and interested believers in the Penang assemblies) averaged 40-45 every class this year. Before the dinner, the elders and saints had a special Thanksgiving to the Lord to rejoice with me on the occasion of my 12th Anniversary of teaching ministry among God’s people. My wife and I were invited out to cut the Anniversary cake. I thank the Lord for these mercies of encouragement to His servant.
29th Sept. to 3rd October was the Singapore Seniors’ Christian Fellowship Camp at Hotel Cititel, Penang. It was a blessed time of flourishing fellowship with my peers as I met old and new friends. (For once I was not the oldest in the camp. Dr. Tay, the organiser, was about the youngest, but he was gold.) These 39 campers were genuine Gold as they sat through 1½ hours of study each morning to discover Bible gems from Old is Gold and another hour at night on Songs in the Night. Who says that “old” people are short on attention? These golden-haired are also golden-hearted too. After a brief on my mission to South India, they also wanted to have practical fellowship with the poor saints there. They did it with a spontaneous gift of RM1974.00. 
20th September was one date to remember. GLO Bible School, Taiping closed for the year. Since July, the School had gone into recess because of shortage of students. It was in a way, a difficult period for the Management Council as they waited on the Lord for future plans. At the closing Reunion Service I spoke on Elisha’s trainee prophet who lost his axe-head while chopping down trees. I challenged GLO to throw the “tree” (NRSV, “beam”, KJV) into the water (i.e. to return to the cross – Jesus died on the tree - and to GLO’s original objectives), and pick up the axe-head when it floated.  Pick up the Axe-Head.  That was the resounding cry and theme throughout the message – never lose the Word’s solid nature, its sharpness, its ability to divide and cut up, etc. This was what GLO was all about and its must maintain this cutting edge as it seeks to “renew” itself. May the Lord bless GLO, its Management Council and its Ministries in the coming year.
16th, 17th August saw me in Taiping to conduct a study on Biblical Assembly Distinctives and to speak at the Sunday morning service. This was just a reminder to the assembly concerning Biblical principles and practices of assembly gathering. It had been quite some time since I was in Taiping, probably since I stopped teaching at GLO Bible School two years ago.

24th - 27th July was the Assemblies Fellowship Camp at Harvest Haven, Gopeng.  Though tired after a teaching ministry the week before (see below), it was a respite and a rest for me. Bro. Joseph John, from Bethesda Serangoon, Singapore had to do most of the work, while I only took the one-hour Morning Manna (Devotions) every day. It was a very good fellowship and friendship event for all the singles in the camp. It was probably one of the best ever held. Harvest Haven was ideal as all campers had to be in sight at the site all the time because of its location. In this way it was good for the purpose of the camp. John clarified the three-fold Camp philosophy, viz. to do the Will of God; whether it is for one to be single or to be married; and to lead a fulfilled life. On my part I confused (!) them with English grammar on the verbs to be, such as To Be Or Not To Be, Whatever Will Be Will Be and I Am That I Am. 
18th to 20th July saw me at Port Klang Gospel Hall for a series of studies nightly on the Book of Malachi. It had been many years since I last visited this assembly to take them on A Walk Through Leviticus. It was gratifying to meet with the more senior ones who were there then. Since then the assembly had moved to their new site and had put up a new Mission House for guest servants of the Lord. My wife and I were there for the first time, and we felt that it was the most well-equipped and well-thought out Mission House we had ever stayed in before. We were told that the credit was due to the architect brother, Anthony Too from JIC. We had a very pleasant time of fellowship with bro. Philip Ng and his wife, Jenny who took great care of us. We thank the Lord too for His other saints who came out of the way to have fellowship with us. We thank them for making our stay in Port Klang an enjoyable one, though my ministry there for the three nights was also exhausting. The studies are all recorded and can be heard at my website.
With the above reports, I would have covered my ministries out of state up to date. In between, I still have my regular ministries in the different six assemblies in Penang and the SNGH-Assembly Bible Class every fortnight. Every Lord’s Day my Ruminations continue to be posted on my website. Some new developments are:

1) The Ruminations now come with music backgrounds to calm your thoughts when you read and meditate.

2) The Sermon Outlines in the Loaves and Fishes link are now accompanied by real voice messages that you can listen to on-line or download to a CD for you to listen to them at your most convenient time. Just click on the Speaker icon.  If you want to refer to previous messages just click on the menu bar above to go to the archives or use the search engine to find what you want. I hope that with the above developments, my ministry to help you study the Word will be more meaningful to you.

For the next term my ministry will take me to Elim Gospel Hall in Ipoh from 14th to 16th Nov. after which I shall take a rest for a few weeks to prepare for my ministry to the assemblies in Tamil Nadu in South India.

My Mission Trip to Tamil Nadu from 25th Dec. 2008 to 7th Jan. 2009.

How did this trip come about? It was the result of my mission trip to Chennai and Bangalore four years ago.  I had then visited a number of our assemblies and spoken there, as well as visited Christian Missions Charitable Trusts (CMCT).  Since then, bro. Rajasingh Simon on behalf of the assemblies in Tamil Nadu had been inviting me to speak at their assembly special annual camp every year for the past few years. As it was at Christmas time, I felt it difficult to accept the invitation. However they had won me over by their persistence and patience, and this year I am going over with my wife, sis. Anna Moorthy (retired teacher from Batu Gajah Gospel Hall), sis. Angeline Loh (retired nurse) and Wong Shih Shih (professional dietician, both from Kajang Life Chapel) and sis. Wong Ee Ling (a bank executive, from Sungai Ara Gospel Hall). We are all going to the Camp at Courtallam where over 1200 other saints and their families will also be attending to listen to my studies on Tabernacle Themes while the sisters will minister to the children in the camp. This same ministry will continue when we visit assemblies in the Courtllam neighbourhood as well as other assemblies in Chennai when we visit CMCT. The sisters then will also minister to the other sisters there. We hope also to visit the ministries of these assemblies among the seniors, the orphans, the lepers, and among the poor in the slums. It is our hope also to bring along with us fellowship gifts that we have been entrusted with by the assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore to share with those in need in these ministries. Except for me, all the others in the Team are first-timers to India and we all hope to learn from the assemblies there even as we minister to them. For those who would like a detailed information about our itinerary please click on: 
http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/schedules/Courtallum_Itinerary.pps
Please pray for us. We value every prayer of yours for:

1. Health and endurance to cope with the tight schedule;
2. Ability to adapt ourselves to the physical, cultural, climatic and dietary conditions in India;
3. Protection from harm and danger as we travel hundreds, nay, thousands of miles, by plane, train, bus, car, etc. especially during these uncertain political situations in neighbouring states; 
4. Spiritual anointing from above as we minister to the needs of believers and unbelievers in the places we visit 
that God and His Sovereign Spirit will control all conditions and do His Work of Conviction as His Word is faithfully preached and taught and the Lord Jesus upheld. 
5. Wisdom as we disburse the gifts (on behalf of the saints in the Malaysian and Singapore assemblies) given to us for the needs of the poor.

For those in Penang do come for Mission Night at Burmah Road Gospel Hall on Sunday, Feb. 22, 2009 to hear a report of the Mission. 
Finally, on behalf of my wife, I take this opportunity to thank all of you for your faithful remembrance of us, your prayer fellowship and your practical partnership with us. Thank You and God bless you richly for this ministry of yours. 

We also take this opportunity to wish all of you an advanced…

MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I had been and shall be each week (DV) for the term covered. 

[Note: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month: SNGH-Assembly Bible Class: Course on Hermeneutics. Stopped for November, 2008 and will resume in March 2009.]

	When, Where and What I would be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	Sept 2008

	07
	SNGH
	Committed Service – Rom. 12

	14
	SNGH
	Committed Sacrifice – Mal. 3:8-12

	20
	GLO, Taiping
	GLO Reunion Service – Pick Up The Axe-head

	21
	BMGC
	History in Mission

	28
	SAGH
	History in Mission

	29-30
	Singapore Seniors’ CF
	Old is Gold and Songs in the Night

	Oct 2008

	1-3
	Singapore Seniors’ CF
	Old is Gold and Songs in the Night

	05
	IGGC
	Biblical Judgments 1: Judgment Seat of Christ

	12
	IGGC
	Biblical Judgments 2: Judgment at the Great White Throne

	17-19
	SDGC/KGC
	The Rapture and Revelation in the Thessalonians

	26
	BRGH
	Study of Gen. 39, 40 – Prison, Pharaoh and Providence.

	Nov 2008

	02
	SAGH
	The 2nd Advent in I Thessalonians: 1. The Rapture

	09
	SAGH
	The 2nd Advent in I Thessalonians: 2. The Revelation.

	14-16
	EGH, Ipoh
	Old is Gold.

	23
	BRGH
	Study on Gen. 46, 47 – Of Family and Famine. (Replacing 28 Dec)

	30
	BMGC
	Study on Gen. 30 – The Taunting and the Treaty.

	Dec 2008

	7-21
	-
	Rest weeks

	25-29
	Courtallam
	Annual Special Bible Camp, Courtallam, India

	29 – 3rd Jan.
	Courtallam & vicinity
	Ministry in local assemblies in neighbourhood.

	Jan 2009

	4th – 7th Jan
	Chennai
	Ministry in CMCT and visiting CMCT Ministries

	11
	IGGC
	Year of the Ox

	18
	SNGH
	Year of the Ox

	25
	BRGH (English)
	Chinese New Year of the Ox

	Feb 2009

	01
	-
	Free

	08, 15, 22
	BWGH, BMGC, SAGH
	Year of the Ox

	March 2009

	01, 08, 15
	IGGC, BMGC, BMGC
	Topic to be decided later

	22
	SNGH
	The Use of Gifts – I Cor. 12

	29
	
	Rest Week


