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((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Vacation Day/s
And He said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure 
so much as to eat. (Mk. 6:31)

Mk. 6:31
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How true it is! In our present living environment, we may not even have leisure time (chance, NIV) to eat. No wonder we become ever so stressed. Apparently, it was so, even in the days of the Lord for His servants.
I was supposed to rest in December to get to do what I needed to do: to tidy up my cluttered files in my computer; to digitise old sermon outlines written in outdated diaries and on OHP transparencies before the ink fades into oblivion; to prepare new studies for my ministry in the year ahead; to collect, recopy and digitise the numerous printed photos scattered all over; to read the many subscribed magazines, periodicals and even books that lie collecting dust in nooks and corners; and perhaps even taking my “neglected” wife for a holiday and to do a thousand other things besides. Please do not ask me what happened, but I did not manage to do any of these.
Consequently, Christmas, the New Year, and the Year of the Rat, crept into my life unawares and gnawed away my free time. Today I cannot even recall what happened and January 2008 dawned without much rest for me. Now I will have to squeeze whatever rest I can find into my 2008 ministry schedule. Thus, amid my speaking appointments from January to April, I have reserved two periods for me and my wife to go on vacation. It was equally stressful for her as she saw me glued to the computer preparing, typing and responding to various needs that came in, while she discharged her home responsibilities. I am truly greatly indebted to her.
The first vacation happily had come and gone. It was decided ad-hoc and spontaneously. We would celebrate each other’s birthday by taking a middle day and go for a holiday. Thus, together with my cousin and his wife, the four of us had a relaxing rest in Pulau Langkawi for four days. 
When we arrived on Pulau Langkawi the first evening, we were greeted with an enchanting sunset beyond description.  We just stood there spell-bound, drinking in the multi-coloured hues as they transformed sky, sea and land into an ever-changing landscape.
The next morning it was invigorating and rejuvenating just to wake up at 5.30 to watch the moon setting between the islands that dotted the seafront. When it became round and red it sank so very fast that within minutes it disappeared beyond the horizon.
Then it was time for that refreshing stroll along the beautiful bleached beach to pick sea-shells on the sea shore as the rays of sunrise beamed above the hills behind me to light up the way with my every step before me, reminding me: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (Psa. 119:105)
After that, it was back to a home-made breakfast. With the two ladies in our midst, we never sensed hunger. During the day we picked and chose to visit only places we wanted to go so as not to strain ourselves. Thus, the first day we settled down to appreciate our beautiful surroundings along Cenang Beach. On the second, we went on the Cable Car to the top of the hill to be at peace with nature at its highest point. It was worth every sen of the ticket we paid for. On the third day, we showed our patriotism in visiting the Galeri Perdana and the Padi Museum. It was home on the fourth day. 

Valentine’s Day 
and other Anniversaries
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. (Jn. 13:13)

For the first time in my life, I received so many good wishes on Valentine’s Day that it made me embarrassingly young and romantic. Young because I felt like I was “sixteen” going on to “seventeen’! [Unfortunately true too with the numerals reversed.]  And these wishes came in without interruption, though they were interrupting my preparations for my Rumination 156 for 17th February to be posted on my website that weekend. [That would mark the website’s third anniversary on the 20th.] They came in by phone, by email, by short messaging service – the last one was received as late as at 12.19a.m. on the morrow of Valentine’s Day which coincided with the Hokkiens’ Chinese New Year ushered in at midnight with loud blasts of firecrackers that interrupted my sweet dreams in my last romantic moments of Valentine’s Day.  

Yes, that day made an old fool like me (as one saying goes) romantic. It was not any one’s fault. I was just trying to put into practice my meditation for that morning which came from the Choice Gleanings. It recorded thus:

The greatest of these is charity.   I Cor. 13:13
How much is lost because of things left unsaid? What clouds could have been dispersed by a word of Christian affection? How many heavy hearts could have been lightened by a touch of brotherly love? Who needs to hear from you today? Your mom and dad? A brother or sister? An old friend? A faithful servant of the Lord? A beloved soul who left a mark for good on your life? Someone who is struggling in one of life's tempests? You may think you've got lots of time to do it, but then like a winter wind sweeping the last few leaves from a tree, the moments of opportunity are gone. Tell someone you love them today. It may make all the difference. - S. McEachern
I walked the path before me and from a good work did refrain, I did not know it then, but I ne'er passed that way again. - S.M.

And so that very morning, before I ventured out with my wife for our morning walk at 5.45, I said to her (one of those very rare occasions of expressive emotion): “I love you”.  Later, I was to reciprocate to all our children and their spouses in their Valentine present to us, “Thank you and we love you!” This was soon followed by invitations to lunch and dinner. To the one that said, “We would not accept a “No” from you” we had to comply. To the others, we asked for understanding, as just prior to this, we had two buffet dinners in three days. To others still, we just had to postpone the occasion. Too many feasts at a time would not be good for our health.

Earlier Chinese New Year Eve Reunion was great. All our children, their spouses and children (except for our eldest and his family in the States) returned in time for the CNY Eve Reunion Dinner. This dinner was special in one sense. My wife and her sister came together to prepare all the sumptuous dishes on the table. They had to work very hard to feed the hungry mouths, not only for CNY eve but also for the first two days of the Year of the Rat. It was a very meaningful reunion of family members which we, as the most senior elders in the family, appreciated fondly. The family fellowship, the bonding of “brotherly” ties made us a family par excellence. To God we give the Glory for what we are.
In contrast Christmas and the New Year without them were still and silent days and nights for us.
Voting Day

The 12th Polling Day for Malaysia falls on 8th March. For the first time, I shall not be voting, having to speak on the Song of Songs for three nights from 7th to 9th at Kledang Community Chapel (KCC) near Ipoh. When employers can be fined for not allowing time off for their employees to vote, should KCC be sued? When I was a young man we were advised by the missionaries and local senior elders not to vote. The government of the day was ordained by God and God would set up His own government: Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. (Rom. 13:1, NIV). On the other hand, others told us that we should render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. (Mk. 12:17). In other words, as citizens of our country we should exercise our civil rights. Whatever it is, my meetings at KCC were arranged last year.
Incidentally, as I write this on 27th Feb, the day’s meditation in Choice Gleanings (a devotional calendar) states: Governments rise and fall. Under some regimes, believers enjoy peace and freedom. Under others, they encounter persecution. Such was the experience of Israel during their Egyptian sojourn. Whether the Pharaoh was friendly (Joseph’s day) or antagonistic (Moses’ day), God was in control He still overrules the whims of earthly potentates in order to work out the spiritual growth of His people…” Whatever our stand vis-à-vis voting, let us pray for God’s Government to be set up.

Vocation Day

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called (Eph. 4:1).
Whatever the outcome of the voting and the government set up, I still have a Vocation to which I am called, and that is: Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  (II Tim. 4:2-4)  Hence, voting time or not, I need to teach the word where I have been invited. Thus, this year a busy schedule awaits me.
I shall have my last study on the Year of the Rat on 2nd March at Sungei Ara Gospel Hall. Commencing this same evening is the resumption of the Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall Assembly Bible Class for leaders and workers in the Penang assemblies on the 1st and 3rd  Sundays of each month. The first three sessions are practical on How To Mark the Bible followed by a course on Biblical Hermeneutics (or How to Interpret the Bible) beginning April until the end of the year. In May I shall be conducting a series (yet to be decided) at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall every Sunday followed by another series at Bidor Gospel Centre for three nights. From July 18-20, I have been invited to teach at Port Klang Gospel Hall followed by the Assembly Fellowship Camp from 24-27 at Harvest Haven in Gopeng. On 6th September, I hope to speak at the GLO Graduation Service in Taiping followed by the Singapore Seniors Christian Fellowship Camp from 29th September to 3rd October. Two weeks later, I shall be at Kepong Gospel Chapel and Sri Damansara Gospel Centre followed by a visit to Elim Gospel Hall in November. At the end of the year, I have been invited to speak at the Annual Special Bible Camp at Courtallam, India from 26-28 Dec. where about 1000 assembly leaders and workers in South India come together for the teaching of God’s Word. Preceding or succeeding that (yet to be decided) I shall also be visiting CMCT in Chennai and some local assemblies there. Thus, the Lord has lined up quite a tight schedule for me this year (not counting the Sundays in between when I speak in various Penang assemblies). I value your prayers for good health, protection from physical and evil forces, as well as spiritual endowment, mental enablement and the Lord’s grace to provide for all things in the itinerary that He has lined up for me.
Thank you again for all the prayer fellowship and practical partnership you all have given me and my wife. We value every one of you at the throne of grace including the special anonymous “HSBC” brother or sister who has been so faithful in fellowshipping with me from the commencement of the Lord’s call to me into this vocation until now. Thank you and may the good Lord continue to bless all of you with bountiful blessings.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. 

	When, Where and What I was Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	March 02
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall

	Year of the Rat

	March 2
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Resumption of SNGH Assembly Bible Class on Bible-Marking (every 1st and 3rd Sundays)

	7-9
	Kledang Community Chapel
	A Study on the Song of Songs



	16
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre


	Open Topic

	[15, 16
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Tony Anthony Special Evangelistic Meetings]


	[21-23
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Easter Conference]


	30
	Butterworth Gospel Hall


	The Rapture in the Second Advent of Christ in the Thessalonians.


	April 06
	Butterworth Gospel Hall

	The Revelation in the Second Advent of Christ in the Thessalonians.

	13
	Rest Week
	Not available

	20
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall

	Acts 20 – Journey to Miletus (notes on the Lord’s Supper and Eldership)

	20
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	ABC – Commencement of Course on Hermeneutics (1st & 3rd Sundays)

	27
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Gen. 15 – The Dark Night of the Soul 

	27
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Mission Night


	May 04
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Series to be decided later



	11
	
	

	18
	
	

	23-25
	Bidor Gospel Centre
	Series to be decided later


Easter Meditation:



Phil. 3:10, 11, NRSV
I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the sharing of His sufferings by becoming like Him in His death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
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