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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)
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What a Day! What a Month!             
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 is the Perfect Number in the Bible. Triple Seven would take it to its highest level of perfection, if at all, we can ever modify perfection! Whatever is perfect is PERFECT! What is added to it makes it imperfect. What is subtracted from it renders it no more uniquely perfect. A Triple Seven like today (07.07.07) can only come once in one’s life time. It is no wonder then that some would take full advantage of it.

I am no exception. I am issuing this Berita Bethel on the seventh day of the seventh month on the seventh year of this century! You may not receive it on this date, but I am issuing it on this auspicious day.

This is the day when the sons of two of my good friends choose to tie the knot – hopefully it will never come loose because it is tied on this day. I am sure the choice of this great day in their lives comes with the full agreement and blessing of their parents. On this day David Lian, son of Mung Yee, will be married to Lydia Chin at Petra Gospel Centre. Lian Mung Yee, elder and founder of PGC, has been a dear friend of mine for many years.

On this same day Kenny Cheah Yoong Ern (son of Huck Leong) and Fany Yim Pui Fun will have their marriage solemenised at The Life Chapel. Cheah Huck Leong, whom I have long known in my ministry, is one of the founders of Bidor Gospel Centre. How proud he, Mung Yee and their respective wives are that their sons are married on this perfect day. May the Lord bless the two bridal couples with a perfect wedding with perfect bliss for the rest of their married lives.

On this day, seven young adults from Burmah Road Gospel Hall go on a mission to Indonesia to conduct an English Expedition Camp there. They certainly have my prayer and practical support for this mission venture. May the Lord bless them, and others with them, with a perfect mission trip. 

This day the Penang Gospel Assembly Seniors’ Fellowship meet for lunch to celebrate their 2nd Anniversary.  I just spoke on “Old is Gold” at their last fellowship meeting.
What a Year!
2007 is also a significant year for me – not only personally, but also because of the events that occur which are associated with me and my ministry for the Lord.

Firstly I appreciate very much my three children’s and their spouses’ filial act in giving me a Thanksgiving dinner for my 70th birthday in March with 70 guests, recorded permanently on my website with 70 photos.  


http://tinyurl.com/yo6xzp
I am equally grateful to …

Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall

And
 Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
for inviting me to cut the birthday cakes specially ordered for me when I visited their assemblies.

On this special occasion I must not forget to mention my comrade-in-arms of nearly half a century in the Lord’s work, namely Tan Tiong Leng (elder of BRGH) who also celebrated his 70th birthday in January. For both of us we have reached the Lord’s limitation of man’s life on earth and we live out now His bonus years for us.

2007 is a year of memorable anniversaries in my ministry as well as for groups and events with which I am associated in my ministry for the Lord.

I rejoice over and thank Him for these special days:

Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall celebrated their Silver Anniversary in April. In the early days I was one of their elders and I spoke on their 10th and 20th Anniversaries.  Today they are still in fervent fellowship with me in the Lord’s work.

The Life Chapel celebrated their Ruby Anniversary (1967-2007) in May. I wrote in their Anniversary Album: Just as seven is the number of perfection, the number 40 is the number of probation reminding of the 40 days the flood waters were on the earth, the 40 years the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness…
Just as the assembly celebrates the completion of these 40 years and thanks the Lord for His wonderful perseveration of the assembly and  the protection of His testimony, now it is my prayer that He will be your sustenance as you continue to seek the promotion of His Glorious Name in ever increasing measure beyond these 40 years.

In June, Temerloh Gospel Chapel also celebrated their Ruby Anniversary. I always regard this assembly as my first mission field to which the Lord sent me to fulfil His purpose. It was in 1968 that I received my posting as a specialist teacher out of state to Temerloh at a time when the church there needed help. I was requested to conduct Bible studies to prepare the then inter-denominational church, who had decided in 1967 to join the assembly ways of gathering, on biblical assembly beliefs and practices. Since then I have returned to the assembly for special teaching ministries, a mission trip and for their camps. And now this assembly is 40 years old!

It was in June, 1997 that I came out with my Vol. 1 No.1 of the Berita Bethel. I was commended to the Lord by Burmah Road Gospel Hall as an itinerant Bible teacher in October 1996 and the Berita was an informal way to report to my home assembly as well as to my prayer-partners of my ministry for the Lord. It is sometimes difficult to grasp that I have been faithfully and consistently writing the Berita for ten years already and all have been posted on my website. This is its 10th Anniversary. The Lord is indeed Great and Gracious.

On 3rd July, my webmaster and his wife celebrated their Silver Anniversary. According to him, there was cause to thank the Lord for. The country where he has domiciled himself has a divorce rate of 50%. I am looking forward to their Ruby Anniversary!

The Sri Damansara Gospel Centre will celebrate their 8th Anniversary in July by moving into their new premises. I am honoured to visit them on 23rd Sept.

On 31 August, Malaysia will celebrate its Golden Anniversary. I am proud that I have been in this country for these 50 years to see it develop to what it is today. I was fortunate to be a product of the colonial days to be educated in its excellent English education system which gave me a solid foundation to understand the more profound writings and commentaries written by prominent Bible scholars.  It was also a great privilege to be under the tutelage of very good missionary Bible teachers whose exposition of Bible passages exhibited their deep spiritual insights. With Merdeka, much of these written and oral transmissions of in-depth spiritual messages went missing, and a new generation of believers came to the fore with somewhat different goals and outlooks. I treasure my Christian heritage in these two eras and I thank the Lord that He has enabled me to grow and keep up with the times and their changes. The Lord bless this country as it passes its half-century mark.

16th October, 10 years ago marked another milestone in my life and ministry for the Lord when I introduced the Mission Night and the Mission Prayer Bulletin, The ECHOS, to create mission awareness of our own assembly missions and missionaries among the saints in Penang and which grew wings later to reach overseas. On Oct. 27th and 28th we are holding a 10th Anniversary Mission Night Thanksgiving Service and Mission Seminar to commemorate the event, and inviting saints in the Penang and Perak assemblies to join us for the occasion. We would like to invite more but constraints of space and funds have made their presence felt in the organisation of such an important event. Mr. Loh Ah Asiau will be speaking on Malaysian Assembly Missions in the context of 150 years of Blessings.
What a Year to Come!

The Number 8 begins a new cycle even as Jesus resurrected on the eighth day which was also the first day of the week. 08.08.08 will be a very auspicious day for Chinese to marry and for those already married, their pockets will be much emptied. 

It is no surprise therefore that China chooses this date to hold the Beijing Olympics – 8th August, 2008.

However, I am not thinking so much of the date at this moment, but rather of the year.

In 2008, I shall have my wife walking arm-in-am with me in God’s bonus years for us. Every day will be a new and glorious day. We will always treasure it for we just do not know when each valued day will end and a real new day begins in His celestial presence. 

25th May, 2008 will be a memorable day for my assembly. It was on this day in 1938 that Farquhar Street Mission Chapel moved from its premises to 164 Burmah Road, and Burmah Road Hall had its commencement. On 25th May next year, the assembly will be 70 years old – a “perfect” age. And what a “perfect” celebration it will be, if the assembly moves to its new building on this date. The Lord somehow has delayed the construction of this building for over ten years. Perhaps the Lord is anticipating this “perfect” day for Burmah Road Gospel Hall! I just do not know. But what a perfect day it will be if after occupying the present building for 70 years, we now move to this new building adjacent to it to commence a new cycle in the history of Burmah Road Gospel Hall in 2008!
Now a quick and brief recapitulation of what happened since the last issue of the Berita Bethel in March.

After the series of studies on the Chinese New Year of the Pig, I was invited to speak to the Perak Assemblies Network (PAN) on March 31. Then I went to Bidor Gospel Centre in April to do a study on The Tabernacle with the brethren there. 

In May the Assembly Bible Class in Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall for leaders and workers resumed after an interval of almost 6 months every 1st and 3rd Sunday.

17th June saw the English-speaking assembly meeting in the present building of Burmah Road Gospel Hall for the last time, before being renovated and being taken over by the Chinese-speaking assembly. The English-speaking assembly will also meet in a new building when the present Mission House is demolished and a new BRGH building rises from its site. In the meanwhile, the Sunday School Annex has been modified to house the congregation temporarily while waiting for the City Council authorities to pass the new building plans. 

On 24th June, I was honoured to be the second speaker at BRGH to take a “journey” from the old building to the temporary one to speak on Paul’s Journey to Miletus from Acts chapter 20.

In the meanwhile, my wife’s 89-year-old mother took a longer journey home to meet her husband and her Lord on the early morning of 23rd June without saying goodbye to us. She left for home so peacefully in her sleep that even the doctor and the nurses were not conscious of her departure. She had been with them for 5 days and it was cancer of the lungs complicated by a pneumonia infection that started her on her journey heavenward. 

On June 29th it was my turn to journey by bus to Kledang Community Centre to teach on “Church Government” from Friday to Sunday night, conduct a workshop on Bible Marking and give a mission challenge on the Jerusalem Commission on the Lord’s Day morning. Except for the Sunday morning ministry, all the other two-hour sessions were stretched to three hours. I really admired the patience and endurance of the saints at KCC.

In between these special meetings, I was kept very busy speaking at the regular Sunday morning meetings in the six assemblies in Penang, preparing for the fortnightly Assembly Bible Class, and the bimonthly Mission Night and publication of The ECHOS together with the great amount of email correspondence associated with it. Writing the weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations and other sermon outlines for my website took the rest of my time spent in front of the computer every day.

I take this opportunity once again to thank my partners in the faith for the prayer fellowship and practical partnership extended to me in my ministry for the Lord without which it will be nigh impossible to carry on. Thank you and the Lord bless you richly.

====================================================================================

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I was and shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. 

	When, Where and What I was Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	July 1
	Kledang Community Centre
	The Jerusalem Commission

Church Government – Part 3

	8, 15, 22, 29
	Rest Month
	No Meetings

	August 5
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	Stepped down for Mr. SV Ramalingam.

	12
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	Topic to be decided later.

	19-21
	Malaysian Assembly Leaders’ Conference at Genting.
	Morning Devotional talk.

Seniors’ Sharing Session.

	26
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	From Melita to Rome – Acts 28:1-31

	September
	
	

	2, 9, 16
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Zooming in on Zechariah – Parts 1-3

	21-23
	Kepong Gospel Chapel
	Pictures in the Pentateuch

	23
	Sri Damansara Gospel Centre
	Study on the Pig.

	30
	Rest week
	---

	October
	
	

	7, 14
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	Topics to be decided later.

	21
	---
	

	27, 28
	10th Anniversary Mission Night Mission Seminar and Thanksgiving Service
	---

	28
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Stepping down for Mr. Loh Ah Asiau
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