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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defence of the Gospel  (Phil. 1:5, 7)
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is a complete number. It completes the number of fingers and toes on our hands and feet.  Daniel requested to be proved 10 days (Dan. 1:12, 14, 15) and the church of Smyrna would have tribulation 10 days. (Rev. 2:10). Multiples of 10 signify a complete cycle in a series of stages. The seed that fell on good ground brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold (10x10), some sixtyfold (6x10), some thirtyfold (3x10) (Mt. 13:8).  Those who forsook kith and kin for the Lord’s sake will be rewarded an hundredfold. (10x10) (Mt. 19:29) The flood lasted 40 (4x10) days and 40 nights (Gen. 7:4, 12); and Jesus fasted the same period of time (Mt. 4:2). Ten signifies completeness in whatever is undertaken

According to E.W. Bullinger1 “Completeness of order, marking the entire round of anything, is, therefore, the ever-present signification of the number ten. It implies that nothing is wanting; that the number and order are perfect; that the whole cycle is complete,
Under His Wings to Recapitulate
· Ruth 2:12 - The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.
October 16 marked a milestone in my Christian ministry. It was the day when I went out under the wings of the Lord trusting Him, and Him only, for all my Provisions, Protection and Personal guidance 10 years ago. This was when my home assembly (Burmah Road Gospel Hall) commended me to a teaching ministry in Malaysia and Singapore, but which has also taken me beyond these shores to Cambodia, Vietnam, Australia, India, Indonesia, Thailand, Myanmar, South Korea China and even to the United States.
However, my service for the Lord (corresponding with His simultaneous training for me in the professional field He appointed me to) actually started over half a century ago with a series of roughly an interval of 10 years in each cycle for a specially defined area of service. In between these cycles there would always be an interim period of preparation for the new service.
1953-1956: Interim probation as a trainee teacher and introductory involvement in the Lord’s work.

1957 – 1966: Teaching in the primary school and serving the Lord as a Sunday School teacher, superintendent, and conducting SS Courses and Workshops for SS teachers.

1967-69: Interim training in the Specialist Teachers’ Training Institute and transferred out of Penang to teach in Temerloh. The former gave professional training, the latter practical mission experience at Temerloh Gospel Chapel.

1969-1979: Teaching in the secondary school and serving the Lord in youth work, conducting Youth Leadership Courses and speaking in youth camps as well as in various assemblies. 

1980-1982: Interim training in administration as senior assistant and headmaster of a lower secondary school and serving in the Oversight of Burmah Road Gospel Hall.

1983-1992: Lecturing in the Teachers’ Training College and engaged in a teaching ministry among adults in various assemblies as well as conducting Bible-training courses for leaders

1992-1995: Retirement and Interim training in God’s Bible School to prepare for His wider mission call.
1996-2006: Commended to the Lord’s Service. Since then it has been 10 years and I sense the Lord is now setting me new directions.

Borne on His Wings to be Redirected

· Deu 32:10-12 - He kept him as the apple of his eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the LORD alone did lead him.

As the Lord spread abroad His wings, bearing Jacob along where He would, so at the conclusion of another ten-year cycle, it appears that the Lord is flying me on His wings over new ground again.

July was supposed to be my rest month, but it had to be deferred to September bringing about a very tight speaking schedule with it:
This tight schedule coupled with another period of preparation and speaking for long hours just prior to it, resulted in my coming down with physical exhaustion and loss of voice leading to the cancellation of a teaching session at Kledang Community Chapel and another at Batu Gajah Gospel Hall. Then early September, I discovered that I was having Temporo-Mandibular Joint Syndrome (TMJ)2 for which my oral and dental surgeon advised that I had to scale down my speaking engagements which were causing great stress on my mind and jaw bones. Consequently I skipped the GLO International Conference from 5-8 September and the GLO Graduation Service on the 10th.  I have to cancel my trip to Sri Langka in March 2007 as well. “Speaking” would include moving the jaws to talk, chew, yawn, and other such related movements!

This and other personal matters make me feel that the Lord is closing the door of ministry for me in this area of prolonged public speaking!

In the Shadow of His Wing to Rest

Isa 57:1 - for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast 

I am penning this in my son’s home in Naperville, Illinois where my wife and I have been since Sept. 23, after having had a short 4-day vacation in Honolulu on the way here. This rest is sponsored by our son, Christopher, to meet our 2 ½ -year old granddaughter whose birth we missed just by a month when he brought us and our daughter’s family to his previous home at Santa Barbara to celebrate our Ruby Wedding Anniversary then.

The rest has been refreshing to mind and body. The ever-changing colours of autumn enhance the beauty and serenity of the surroundings, bringing much peace and inspiration to the soul and spirit. It is not complete rest though as I am still engaged in some preparations and work connected with my ministry for the Lord on-line. Tara, my older granddaughter, just came into the room and pertinently remarked: “Kong-kong, I thought you came here for a vacation. You seem to be on a “work-a-tion” instead! – a timely reminder from the mouth of an observant child, and it may be so; nevertheless my jaws are having their vacation!

And playing with our two granddaughters and allowing them to exploit our foibles, doting on them, is also a welcome change in life at this time, not to mention, the catching up with our son and his wife, Deborah.

At the same time there is opportunity to serve also as I report on Missions in Malaysia at the Chicagoland Missionary Meeting (a gathering of missionaries in the area) at Northwest Bible Chapel at the invitation of their elder, Mr. Ray Guerrero whom I met at the Asia Pacific Brethren Conference in Seoul..
Mount Up with Wings to Resolve
· Isa 40:31- But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

As I conclude another 10-year cycle of ministry, what would I consider its highlight? It is the creation of mission awareness among the Penang assemblies with the holding of the bimonthly Mission Night and the publication of The ECHOS, and to see the Penang assemblies commending four of their members to serve the Lord in assembly missions. Next year the Mission Night will enter its 10th Anniversary to God’s Glory.
As for me, next year I shall enter the end of the Lord’s age-limitation of 70 (7x10) years to live on bonus years after that. I need to catch up with some neglected pieces in my life.
For over 50 (5x10) years, I spent little time with my family members, and had few opportunities to visit them. My four grandchildren have grown up with my eldest being 15 this year and my youngest 2 ½. I missed the growing years of my children; it is now time to catch up with them and my grandchildren. While others of my contemporaries could “boast” of how they pampered their grandchildren, I could only listen! 
My time spent with my two grandchildren here in the States has been most rewarding and rejuvenating. Tara would take advantage of my wife’s and my presence to reward her with “dunking doughnuts” and a hot chocolate whenever she accompanied us in our morning walks.

The younger, Isobel3 (see pic), would accompany us on her scooter in the evening, or should it be the other way round, as often, we had to run after her.

Our other grandchildren (Daniel and Hannah) in Kuala Lumpur just sat for their UPSR and PMR examinations. Soon they will grow too old to play with “kong-kong” and “ah mah”. We need to catch up with them before this happens.
Another resolve for scaling down my public ministry is its continuation in my children. God works in wondrous ways that I cannot understand, but just to praise and worship Him for it.


Alvin, my youngest son, (in pic3) with his wife, Fern, returned home to Kuala Lumpur in September after having graduated from Regent Bible College with a Masters in Christian Ministries. They are currently talking with a committed Christian about a long-term project in Christian ministry as their new part-time calling, as well as to serve the Lord in other ministries opened to them by Him.
Also, Robert, my daughter’s (Dorothy’s), husband who left his job two years ago will be stepping out to obey the Lord’s call to serve as a Pastor in his church beginning next year.

Thus, as my public ministry for the Lord is “scaled down” in one way, it is being continued by my son and son-in-law in another. I give God thanks for this very significant timing, and to Him is given all Glory for His wondrous ways.

Another resolve of course is to spend more time with my wife who has been very patiently, lovingly and sacrificially keeping “silent” while I was preparing my studies all these years. Now it is my time to be “silent” to rest my jaws while we communicate more in just being together and perhaps going places together too, like visiting our children more often.

What does “scaling down” mean? It means cutting down on those long hours of studies with Christian groups, such as Camps, GLO lectures and the long two-to-three-hour teaching sessions over Friday to Sunday, and concentrating more on the Sunday morning ministry in the local assemblies and elsewhere if needs be. Of course, I still have to keep to those engagements committed for 2007.
It also means spending more time on writing and developing my website. By February next year, the www.berita-bethel-ung.com  homepage will be two years old and will have numerous sermon outlines on it, together with over 100 Lord’s Day Remembrance Feast Ruminations. For those who would like to have these weekly Ruminations sent to them by email, they can request for them via the website. There are also very informative historical articles and photos regarding our assemblies on the site. All these I shall seek to develop further in the days to come. In short, I shall be more involved in a writing ministry rather than a speaking ministry in future.

It also means taking time off to transcribe all those volumes of sermon outlines that I wrote out with pen and paper in years past, and to digitize them in computer data for permanent keeping. It would mean as well salvaging the other sermon outlines written on overhead transparencies which are fading fast over the years.

To sum it all up, I will be seeking to renew my strength in Him, to mount up with wings as eagles, and to soar to a new direction and dimension in the Lord’s service. It will be more in line of a writing ministry, working on line with less stress to fulfil deadlines, and with more time to be still and to wait on Him.

Thus, to abide in His tabernacle and to trust Him under the covert of His wings (Psa 61:4), to rejoice in the shadow of His wings because He has always been my Help (Psa 63:7), trusting that He shall ever cover me with the feathers of His wings, while seeking to teach only His truth which shall ever be my shield and buckler. (Psa 91:4).

Keep me therefore, O Lord, as the apple of Thine eye. Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings (Psa 17:8) for excellent is Thy kindness, O God. Therefore, I will ever put my trust under the shadow of Thy wings (Psa 36:7) from this day forth as I wait on Thee for Thine directions in this new area of ministry.  

The Lord be praised and glorified for these ten years and every other cycle of ten years of ministry that it may please Thee to bequeath on me.  Amen.

I take this opportunity also to thank all of you, faithful prayer partners, for the fellowship support you have extended to me these 10 years. In particular, on this 10th Anniversary, I would like to single out an anonymous brother/sister from Burmah Road Gospel Hall, who without fail dropped in a gift (in a HSBC white envelope) every month as a token of practical fellowship with me from the first day of my commended service until now. It was this first gift from “nowhere”, but definitely directed by the Lord from above, that constituted one of the signs that confirmed His call for me to come out. Thank you dearly beloved brother or sister. Only the Lord can reward you for this and know who you are to express my personal Thank You on my behalf.
Thank you and all the other faithful prayer-partners as well.
God Bless you all Abundantly

1 Number in Scripture, p. 243

2TMJ - The pain may be sharp and searing, occurring each time you swallow, yawn, talk, or chew, or it may be dull and constant. It hurts over the joint, immediately in front of the ear, but pain can also radiate elsewhere – American Academy Otolaryngology

…. The causes of many cases of TMJ disorders, however, aren't always clear. Some experts believe that responses to stress or anxiety may be a primary or contributing causal factor – Mayo Clinic.com
3 Isabel wearing a poncho on a scooter on a sidewalk
4. Alvin Ung giving his Commencement Speech on behalf of the College Graduates
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Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I was and shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. 

	When, Where and What I was Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	September
	
	

	03
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	Christians in Controversy

	10
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	Neh. 11 – Back to Jerusalem Movement – Pt. 1

	17
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	Neh. 11 – Back to Jerusalem Movement – Pt. 2

	24
	
	REST MONTH – in the U.S.

	October
	
	

	14
	{Chicagoland Missionary Meeting
	Missions in Malaysia

	15
	{Northwest Bible Chapel
	Lovest thou Me?

	November
	
	

	5
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Neh. 11 – Back to Jerusalem Movement – Pt. 1

	12
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Neh. 11 – Back to Jerusalem Movement – Pt. 2

	19
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Neh. 11 – Back to Jerusalem Movement – Pt. 3

	24-26
	Elim Gospel Hall
	Pictures in the Pentateuch

	December
	
	REST MONTH – No Meetings Please

	2007

	January
	
	

	6-7
	Cheras Gospel Centre
	Pictures in the Pentateuch

	14, 21, 28
	
	

	February
	
	

	4
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	
Message on

Chinese New Year of the Pig.

	11
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	

	18
	CHINESE NEW YEAR
	

	18
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Eng.)
	

	25
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	

	25
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Chin.)
	

	25
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Mission Night


10
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