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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

the Images of a Country

On my three-day extended stay in Singapore, after having spoken at the Easter Conference at Bethesda Hall Ang Mo Kio, my wife and I were taken to Santosa Island by our dear friend Amy Ogawa and her daughter, Esther to visit The Images of Singapore. It was a government project to present the history, culture and lifestyle of the people in Singapore in an as accurate a representation as possible of what the government would like tourists to know of Singapore and its people.

the Image of God and of Christ
Image is defined in the American Heritage Dictionary as a reproduction of the form of a person or an object or one that closely or exactly resembles another; a double. Strong defines the Hebrew tselem figuratively as a resemblance, an idol in the Old Testament and the Greek eikon figuratively as a representation in the New Testament. The modern word icon comes to mind.

Its first occurrence in the Bible is in Gen. 1:26

 – And God said, Let us makes man in our image, after our likeness.

As we pursue our lifestyle on earth, we are to project to the world as accurately as possible the image of our Lord as we are constantly being transformed into His image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord (II Cor. 4:18). We are indeed images of Christ on earth and we need to represent Him accurately. 

There are also other images that reflect this image and they mirror to the world what Christ is in us, e.g..

the Image of the Church

The Church is the image of God’s manifold, multi-faceted and multifarious wisdom (Eph. 3:10). This is reflected in the variegated gifts and functions bestowed on the church with its diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit, …differences of administrations, but the same Lord (and) diversities of operations, but it is the same God Who worketh all in all. (I Cor. 12:4-6)

Last term it was my privilege and honour to witness the Spirit working through these Spirit-gifted church leaders in the diversity of the gatherings of God’s people in the Name of Christ as they and other members exhibit their unity in the “one body” life of the Church to love, comfort, exhort, edify and fellowship with one another. All seek to portray the image of the Church of Christ in their unity and diversity – not merely as companies (as some would allege), but as assemblies of God’s people, in their gatherings unto the Lord whether it is by two or three or more (Matt. 18:20)

Thus during the Chinese New Year season I was able to study the Year of the Dog with all the seven assemblies in Penang, viz. Burmah Road Gospel Hall (English and Chinese-speaking), Island Glades Gospel Centre, Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall, Sungei Ara Gospel Hall, Butterworth Gospel Hall and Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre. These assemblies have come together under the banner of the Penang Assemblies Partnership (PAP) and have been working together in unity for many years.

March saw me launch out to Batu Gajah Gospel Hall for a study series on The “Wherein’s” of Malachi in three nightly two-hour sessions to a surprisingly crowded hall. I could not complete the study and have promised to return in July to do so for chapters 3 & 4.

While there I had the opportunity to attend the Perak Assemblies Network (PAN) fellowship meeting and dinner at Kledang Community Chapel. PAN is the counter-part of the PAP, and that occasion was for the members in all the assemblies in Perak, viz. Batu Gajah Gospel Hall, Taiping Gospel Hall, Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall, Elim Gospel Hall, Kampar Gospel Hall, Bidor Gospel Centre and Kledang Community Chapel to come together for fellowship and to know one another better. It was great to see Christians of kindred minds from diverse backgrounds to come together in unity. Indeed the image of the Church in diversity in unity was beautifully portrayed to one and sundry. After that, all those who could, travelled the distance to Batu Gajah for the night studies on Malachi. This kind of cooperative spirit augurs well for the image of the Church of Christ on earth. Divisions, splits and separations from one another do not give the Church of Christ a good image. By all means come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing. (II Cor. 6:17) But those in the Body of Christ have been cleansed! Let us take note that what God hath cleansed, that call not thou common  (Acts 10:15:11:9). 

Images of the CROSS
April was the month when Christians all over the world put aside some time to remember the sufferings, death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 

It was not any different for me as I went over to Bidor Gospel Centre to do an interactive Bible study on the Images of the Cross with respect to the Creatures which were associated with it, viz. the Lamb that was Slain, the Dogs that were Silenced, the Fish that Swam and the Bird that Soared. Again, as in Batu Gajah, I did not complete the last study on the Bird. These three two-hour sessions were different from previous studies. The interactive, question-answer approach was so lively that I had to divert from the main study on a number of occasions resulting in my not being able to complete the series. Still the 15 to 20 believers had a lively time studying the Word.

A week later, my wife and I flew to Senai by AirAsia and were received by bro. Aloysius who dropped us at the home of our very good friends, Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Teo, in Singapore. They were so generous in hospitality that they even vacated their bedroom for us. We had Houdini and Weiss, their lovely pet dogs, for company in their home.

The next day, being Friday, I spoke at the Easter Conference at Bethesda Hall Ang Mo Kio (AMK). The assembly hall was packed to its 500-550 capacity with every seat taken up. Those from Bethesda Depot Walk (AMK’s new outreach work) joined in as well. All had come to listen to the Bethesda Choir rendering their cantata “Majesty” and to the two studies on The Lamb That Was Slain and The Dogs that Were Silenced. This Conference concluded with a noon lunch.

On Saturday I spoke to the Bethesda Youths on “Learning to Listen”. We discussed why we needed to do so because of the Noises Around Us, the Voices in Us and the Choices before Us. Then we proceeded to learn How to Listen. I was supposed to speak for half an hour but the interest shown by the listeners who were really Learning to Listen stretched the session to one and a half hours! The outline of the study is on my website. See the URL above.

On Sunday, I spoke thrice – at the Lord’s Day morning service, the Sunday School and in the evening Easter service on The Bird that Soared. Again the Bethesda Choir majestically rendered their “Majesty” piece, before I spoke.

The greatest challenge for me during the time spent in Singapore was when speaking to the open Sunday School. [I have not ministered to children for many years already.] The supposedly shy and quiet children (as intimated to me to somewhat prepare me for a chilly response) from 13 to 18 years turned out to be so brash and boisterous that they stretched my half hour with them to one-and-a half hours of fun learning on The Creatures at the Cross of Christ! For the first time, I was using a Power Point Presentation to teach Sunday School children, but it was not so much the images on the screen that attracted their interest, but rather the eye-contact and the body language together with the interactive approach that kept them at bay as they challenged me to score points. Two Sunday School teachers were so excited that they forgot their status, put up their hands to join the fray and compete with the children to answer my questions. When asked if they were teachers, they sheepishly replied in the affirmative to the laughter of their keeps. 

As Sunday came to a close, my only regret for the time spent in Singapore was that I missed taking any photos of what transpired though I had my camera with me all the time. I too was too excited to be mindful of such needed records. However, the elder, Mr. Wong Tuck Keong has promised to salvage this situation for me as much as he can. A visit to my website will enable interested prayer-partners to view some of these photos.

The Image of Christians
On Monday, bro. Vincent took me to have a look at Bethesda Depot Walk. It is unique in its location. On the left of the entrance road to its premises stands a huge Indian temple; on the right (a stone’s throw away) is a big Chinese temple. My initial reaction was that these two citadels seem to be like gate sentinels of Bethesda!  Anyway the assembly is flourishing and growing. The image of the Christians gathered at Depot Walk must ever be beacon-bright, beaming out clearly the Gospel light in testimony and life amidst such dark circumstances. Let us pray that their testimony will ever be a shining beacon even though it is located where Satan's seat is and that the saints will consistently hold fast His Name and never deny His faith. (Rev. 2:13a)

Monday evening was a Reunion Fellowship Dinner with the Committee members of the Singapore Senior Christian Fellowship. I was teaching at their Camp last year and it was wonderful for my wife and me to meet up with them and their spouses from various churches and assemblies in Singapore. The image of our unity in diversity was evidenced. 

Tuesday morning saw my wife and me at Santosa. After enjoying the Images of Singapore, we went to a riverboat moored between the Causeway and the Ferry Terminal. Its image is a boat, but its function is a church “building” and a restaurant. [Visit my website to see the photos.] It has four decks. The Main Deck is a restaurant with Bible texts hanging on every adjacent wall, in strategic nooks and corners displayed in prominence. When one goes to the front to pay bills, one is again confronted with Bible texts displayed on the wall. In the far corner is a big open Bible and at the entrance, a table with Christian tracts and literature. The Upper Deck is a function hall. Every Sunday the Streams of Life Fellowship holds a church service on this deck that has a pulpit, over 60 chairs to seat the believers and music instruments to accompany their singing. The Bridge Deck is a quaint place called Breaking Bread where family members can break bread. It also serves as a novel place for open-air dinner and service if needed. The uppermost deck is called The Wheelhouse where one can soak in the outdoor Jacuzzi before dinner. 

The management’s fervency to propagate the Gospel, their adherence to and love for the Word, their provision for fellowship in coming together presents an image of Christians who love the Lord.  They may not be an assembly among us, but are they any less the Christians they claim to be?

My wife and I ended our stay in Singapore with a fellowship dinner with brother Wong Tuck Keong – the last of many dinners we had with some of the elders and leaders of the AMK assembly. After that, it was off to the Prayer Meeting where we listened to Tuck Keong’s son very ably expounding on Jas. 2:1-4. We also had opportunity to listen to a report of the team from AMK who visited Pyia Oo Lwin, Myanmar recently. The next day, bros. Tuck Keong and Vincent were kind enough to drop us at Senai for our trip home to Bethel. 

Thank you for your fellowship and practical partnership all this time. To the anonymous saints at Burmah Road Gospel Hall who have such fellowship with me regularly, I would like to express my thanks to you again. Only the Lord knows who you are to reward you accordingly. 

My wife and I shall continue to value your prayers for the coming term. The schedule is attached below.

God Bless you all Abundantly.

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I was and shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. 

	When, Where and What I was Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	07 May
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	Topic to be decided later.

	14 May
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Mother’s Day – topic to be decided later

	21 May
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Topic to be decided later.

	28 May
	Taiping Gospel Hall
	The Year of the Dog – Part I

	29 May – 2 June
	GLO Training School, Taiping
	Pictures in the Pentateuch: A Study of Bible Gems and Gematria, Typology and Eschatology

	31 May
	Taiping Gospel Hall
	The Year of the Dog – Part II

	

	04 June
	Free
	

	11 June
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	Father’s Day Message in lieu of 18 June

	16-18 June
	Kledang Community Chapel
	Church Government

	25 June
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Neh. Ch. 3 – The Builders on the wall

	

	2 July
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Topic to be decided later.

	7-9 July
	Batu Gajah Gospel Hall
	Study on Malachi chaps. 3 & 4 (Cont’d)

	16 July
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre.
	Topic to be decided later.

	23 July
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre.
	Topic to be decided later.

	28-30 July
	Klang Jaya Gospel Hall
	Study on the “Wherein’s” in Malachi.

	

	6 Aug.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Series to be decided later.

	13 Aug.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Series to be decided later.

	20 Aug.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall.
	Series to be decided later.

	21-25 Aug.
	GLO Training School,
	A Stroll through Picturesque Leviticus: A Study of the Levitical Offerings, The Leper's Offerings, The Feasts of Jehovah, The Year of Jubilee, etc

	27 Aug.
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Nehemiah 11

	September
	Rest Month – not available.
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