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My Faithful prayer partner(s) in the Faith and in the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.  (Phil 3:8 NIV)  

Paul Celebrating Chinese New Year

On Jan. 29, the Chinese all over the world celebrate the Chinese New Year of the Dog. In getting ready for the New Year, many Chinese will sweep clean their homes of all rubbish, some to the extent of repainting their houses and using all things new – new items of furniture, new crockery, new clothes, new shoes, etc. 

Incidentally, Paul himself would celebrate the Chinese New Year of the Dog in this way too, if he were a Chinese. He says, I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.  What are “them”? – all things that will hinder his apprehension and appreciation of Christ (Phil. 3:8, 10, 12); all that will hamper his spiritual progress in knowing Christ better and those things (even people) that will disrupt his experiential relationship with Christ. Yes, all things that prevent him to positively answer Christ’s pertinent question “Lovest thou Me more than these?” (“these” in the Greek can mean persons/possessions/etc.?)  In this new year of the Dog, he would definitely regard all these things as Rubbish and throw them to the dogs. 
The word translated dung in KJV and rubbish in NIV is skubalon in Greek which means what is thrown to the dogs, i.e. refuse, ordure, dung (Strong). 
For the purpose of avoiding misunderstanding, when I refer to Rubbish to be thrown to the dogs I mean anything (Possessions and Persons included) that hampers our Christian progress and development, and is used in this way in this Berita.

Yes as we celebrate the Year of the Dog, we need to throw out our rubbish to the dogs. Why?

For a further discussion on this, visit:
-- Rumination for 29 January, 2006



-- The Year of the Dog
What is rubbish?
There is the Real Rubbish, the “Regarded” Rubbish and the Reusable Rubbish.

Real Rubbish
Every odd day in the week, the rubbish collection van serves as my alarm clock waking me up at 5.00a.m. The loud whirring of its engine, the grinding whine of its compressor pressing down on the rubbish and the yapping of neighbour’s dogs to boot will wake even a 
sound sleeping sow from its slumber, not to mention me. The van comes to collect real rubbish – rubbish thrown away because it hinders the well-being of a person and hampers the beauty of a neatly-kept home.
During my “Rest” month in December I was far from relaxing. I was repairing my ceiling boards in my rooms, part of which had fallen down after over 40 years sheltering us from the dust from the tiles above. The boards that were pulled down were real rubbish. They dirtied the rooms and polluted the air. I was glad to be rid of them.
In seeking to know Christ, we need to be rid of this real rubbish. Throw it to the dogs, they are streetwalkers and scavengers. (Refer to my study on the Year of the Dog.) I think for most of us, we do not encounter any problem in throwing away real rubbish (sins that we recognise as such). 
But there is a problem with “Regarded Rubbish”.
This is very subjective. While some regard such as rubbish, others regard the same as treasures; likewise, certain sins in our lives that we refuse to let go.
My wife and I took the opportunity to spring-clean the house. From among our long-forgotten “rubbish” or “treasures” (depending on how you look at them) were our wedding presents of over 40 years. Tea-sets by the sets, glasses by the dozen, even the record of our wedding presents received. A peep inside showed that we received among others: cash gifts of four and six dollars; tooth-paste, hair oil, soap, and a lot of crockery ware. Some of the better gifts are still with us but have lain hidden for all these 40 years in the cupboard. 

Now comes the dilemma? Shall we throw them away? They are still good, but they are dated. Shall we treat them as “rubbish” – they were not, but they can be now. My daughter’s axiom is anything not used for five years should be discarded. I have stretched it to ten. My wife opines that we should use our common sense.
What about the traditions in our church? Some have been with us since we were children, and never modified to make them relevant. They are useful items but dated. The format of the Gospel Meeting has never been changed for as long as I can remember in assemblies that still retain them. In many cases, its effectiveness has long gone. Keen budding Gospel speakers (put up for “training”) preach their hearts out, tirelessly appealing for response from the “unbelieving” pews! – dead in trespasses and sins?
Some “traditional” classic hymns which have been the rock of surviving songs are now considered dated and have been thrown to the dogs. But are they? Are the new shorter choruses any better? Or should we use our sixth sense and retain what are useful (old and new) and discard to the dogs, even those that are “new” if their worth is just transient and do not help in a proper reverence for the Lord from its lyrics and tunes.
Which wedding presents should I keep? And which to throw away to the dogs?
Reusable Rubbish

 In the course of our house repair, we threw away a lot of rubbish. Some we thought were real rubbish; we put them out on the roadside. Even then, some scavengers found them useful and carted them away.
Others useful enough to be recycled, we gave them away to a charity home. Those not too good, we reserved for one handicapped person who came to our home regularly to take away our “rubbish” to flea markets to sell. At the end of one week, we asked him if he had earned anything from the “rubbish” we gave him. He received more than RM200.00!

The only conclusion I can come to is that a thing (no matter how valuable in standard perspective) is rubbish when it occupies space, not used for a long period, hidden in the recesses, and hinders development. Paul regards his rich Jewish heritage and those in the Judaizer mould fit to be thrown to the dogs because they hindered him in his personal relationship with the Lord. He even regarded these very people as dogs and warned us to beware of them (Phil. 3:2)
Over the years we accumulate a lot of rubbish. Whether it is rubbish or not depends on what we do with them. As we start this new year, it is time we unlock our cupboards and have a look at those secret sins we commit away from the view of others, open up our walk to reveal the sinful habits that we have been hiding in our lives, etc. If these have hampered our spiritual progress in the Lord, what better time is there than now for us to regard them as rubbish (valuable and costly they may be) and throw them to the dogs in this year of the dog and have a
Blessed Chinese New Year!
Last term I had a very busy month, so much so that I told myself that I must learn to say “No” to some invitations this year. In September 9-11, I was at Temerloh Gospel Chapel studying Malachi with them. Amid my busy itinerary, I managed to squeeze a holiday to Shanghai with my wife for two weeks – one week with a Christian group tour and another week staying with Mr. & Mrs. David Foo in Suzhou, visiting the Amity Bible Printing Press in Nanjing and speaking in the International Expatriate Church in Suzhou.  From Oct. 24-28 my wife and I had a very relaxing and yet profitable time among our peers in the Singapore Senior Christian Fellowship Camp studying Psalm 23.  A week later, from 3rd to 5th October, I was at the Petra Church Camp at Cameron Highlands. Bro. Thiam Wah graciously drove me up there and back. I went to the camp knowing only my good friend Mr. Lian Mung Yee, but I returned home with a large circle of new ones. The study of Living in the Last Days captured the attention of all. 
Three weeks later from 25-27 Nov, I was at Kepong doing a study on The Song of Songs at the Kepong Gospel Chapel. It was heartening to see so many turning up every night for this study. On Sunday morning, I spoke at the Sri Damansara Gospel Centre. Kepong was my last stop in my itinerary for the year and I was looking forward to my Rest month in December which never came to be. 

After just a week’s rest, the workers started coming in to repair the ceiling, and my wife and I had to make-do sleeping in a “pig’s sty” for one complete week with hardly any space to move around as the workers made havoc of our lives. We called our lifestyle then – Living in the War Zone because of the scaffoldings they erected and we had to slowly picked our way through.
After they were gone, we had to do all the cleaning up and the throwing away of rubbish as described earlier. Before we could complete our task, Christmas dawned and departed ushering in the New Year. Christmas and New Year were very special in one way – both fell on the Lord’s Day – a rare happening, and I took advantage of it in merging the New Year message with that of the Remembrance Feast, entitling it “The Celebration and the Commemoration”. (Visit my URL for the outline.) With the New Year, preparations for the 2006 and 2007 itineraries commenced. Both are available on my homepage now.
There is first the local itinerary on The Year of the Dog to be preached to all the seven assemblies in Penang up to the middle of March, 2006. On 19th Feb. the fortnightly Bible Class for Penang assembly leaders and workers at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall will commence. After that, it means travelling to Batu Gajah Gospel Hall to do a series on The Wherein’s of Malachi from March 10-12.  In April (7th to 9th), I shall be at Bidor Gospel Centre to do a study on Easter Themes, and a week later, to speak at the Easter Conference at Bethesda Hall Ang Mo Kio in Singapore, as well as speaking at their Youth Special on Saturday and at the Open Sunday School on Sunday. The Conference itself will comprise of two meetings on Good Friday, and an evangelistic one on Sunday evening. Sunday morning will probably be The Dogs at the Cross of Christ in connection with the Year of the Dog and the Easter Conference.
Finally, as I close I would like to thank all of you who have visited my website at www.berita-bethel-ung.com. It will be celebrating its first anniversary on Feb. 20 and I praise the Lord for the interest the Lord’s people have shown in this site. Up to now over 3000 visitors have been recorded.  For those who have not done so, I would like to recommend to you the Ruminations link. It is a weekly devotion preparing a believer for meaningful remembrance of the Lord at the Lord’s Supper. Every Friday, new devotional materials will be posted for your meditation. (It also serves as a good resource centre for budding preachers.) Apart from this useful link, my study sermon outlines on various topics are also posted. You are at liberty to use these outlines and ruminations as the Lord leads. There are other interesting links there as well. Visit it and see how the Lord can lead you to make use of it for your own spiritual development. Last but not least, I must place on record my gratefulness to my webmaster for the patience he showed in posting all my materials on the website.  Thank you dear brother.
My wife joins me in Wishing all our prayer-Partners,

A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful Chinese New Year
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I was and shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. 

	When, Where and What I was and will be Speaking on 

	When
	Where
	What

	2006
	
	

	01 Jan.
	Free
	

	08 Jan.
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	The Celebration and the Commemoration

	15 Jan.
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	Chinese New Year

of the Dog
Assembly Bible Class - Commencement

	22 Jan.
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	

	29 Jan.
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Eng.)
	

	
	
	

	05 Feb.
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	

	12 Feb.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	

	19 Feb.
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Hall

Sungei Nibong Gospel – ABC
	

	26 Feb.
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Esther Chap. 1

	26 Feb,
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Ch.)
	Chinese New Year of the Dog.

	26 Feb.
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Mission Night

	
	
	

	5 Mar.
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Chinese New Year of the Dog – Part II

	5 Mar.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Assembly Bible Class

	10-12 Mar.

12 Mar. 
	Batu Gajah Gospel Hall
	Study on the “Wherein’s” in Malachi

The Year of the Dog

	19 Mar.
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	Chinese New Year of the Dog – Part II

	19 Mar.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Assembly Bible Class

	26 Mar.
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	Topic to be decided later

	
	
	

	2 Apr.
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	Topic to be decided later

	2 Apr.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Assembly Bible Class

	7-9 Apr.
	Bidor Gospel Centre
	Pre-Easter themes.

	14-16 Apr.
	Bethesda Ang Mo Kio, Singapore
	Easter Conference.

	23 Apr.
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Ezra Chap. 6

	23 Apr.
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Mission Night

	30 Apr.
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Assembly Bible Class – replacing 16 April
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