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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

A Thousand Apologies 

I cannot commence this Berita without apologising most humbly to all concerned for this very late report. A few prayer-partners had enquired about it, and I sincerely thank them for their understanding and faithful prayer support. I am confident that it is because of this, that today I can come out with it.  Let me therefore continue from where I stopped in the previous issue.
Cuti-Cuti Malaysia
This Malaysian Tourism slogan cannot apply to me. Last term was no cuti (holiday). Rather, I was the busman taking his cuti. First I failed to keep my appointment with Kota Baru Gospel Chapel on April 29 to conduct a Workshop on Assembly Distinctives because of my father-in-law’s homecall. This is now deferred to 28 April to May 1, 2005.

In May (21-23), I commenced a new series of studies on Biblical Covenants at Kledang Community Chapel. The saints there were the first to study with me this great series that transported us back in time to that of Adam with the Edenic and Adamic Covenants and reached out to the future with the New Covenant.  

Father’s Day was observed in June this year. Taiping Gospel Hall took advantage of my week at GLO Training School the next day to invite me to speak on the significance of Father’s Day on the Lord’s Day.  I focused on the theme To Father with Love. In the morning, it was the Four Cycles of Fatherhood, and in the evening Gospel effort-cum-dinner, the Three Charges to the Father. 

Monday (7 June) commenced my week at GLO.  For the past eight years, I had lectured on Biblical Eschatology, and a few years ago, was asked to include Biblical Hermeneutics as well. This year I began a new series on Pictures in the Pentateuch. It was a study on Bible Gematria, symbolism and typology with examples extracted mainly from the Pentateuch. From the evaluation survey at the end, all the 10 course participants considered this study an eye-opener to their appreciation of the accuracy, authenticity, and inerrancy of Scripture as related to Biblical typology and eschatology. I shall repeat this series at GLO in 2005 on May 16-21. Also for the first time, I shall take a second module at GLO next year when I deal with A Stroll through Picturesque Leviticus from 22-27 August. This is an extension of the first study and will take a more detailed scrutiny of the events, ceremonies and incidents in Leviticus. To get maximum benefit from this study, intended participants should enrol for the first as well.

July was my rest month that was not to be. Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall requested me to study Solomon’s Song of Songs with them. I took five Sundays for this study and repeated it at Batu Gajah Gospel Hall from 6-8 August every night to a surprisingly packed hall with visitors from nearby assemblies. The relevance of its message to current issues spoke volumes and posed a big challenge to teenagers, the singles, and the married to return to pure love as envisaged by God Himself.

Two weeks later from 21-24 August, I was the Camp Teacher at the combined Melawati-Maju Wangsa Gospel Centre Church Camp at the Christian Convention Centre, Penang. We dealt with the very challenging theme of The Pursuit of Holiness.  My appointment with Melawati GC was first made in August 2002 which I failed to keep because of an emergency thyroid surgery I had to undergo then. I was really relieved that at long last I could keep my appointment with them. It was essentially an adults-cum-leaders camp and it was a great opportunity for me to get to know some of the elders, deacons and leaders of these two assemblies. 

Yummies for the Tummies in Perth
Having missed out on my rest month in July, I went with my wife for the Over 50s’ Camp in Perth from 13 to 17 September. It was arranged by the assemblies there. Our Penang ten-member delegation comprised Mr. & Mrs. Yong Hin Seng (SAGH), Mr. & Mrs. Wong Ngooi Wye (BMGC), Mr. & Mrs. Tan Tiong Leng, Mrs. Mary Foo, Mrs. Josephine Chin, my wife and myself (BRGH).

Personally I was delighted to be in a Camp where I could count myself to be among the younger set – a vast change from other camps where I would be the most senior. We thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship of kindred spirits there. We were glad to catch up with Dr. Alastair McGregor, who coordinated our visit to this Camp, Roy and Rita, the organisers, ably assisted by Jeff and John, ensured that every day was filled with visits to scenic places on land and water, while Dianne Harris (the Camp cook) made sure our tummies were filled with sumptuous delicacies of the yummiest kind which covered lots of rich ice-cream and cheese, miscellaneous meats (not excluding kangaroo meat) and all the mouth-watering, finger-licking Down-under cuisine. The only fear that restrained us from taking full advantage of this Aussie generosity for a meager sum of AUD150 for five days of board and lodging was how high our cholesterol level would rise on returning home. 

From 18-25, Mr. & Mrs. Yong, Mr. & Mrs. Tan, Mr. & Mrs. Wong, my wife and myself went on an extended tour to the south in a rented van right down to Albany, visiting other towns on the way. We had great fellowship with Ken and Anne Goodall at Albany. Ken is an elder in the 10-family assembly there of about 40 members. What is impressive is that though being such a small assembly, they support three missionaries overseas. They can do this because they prefer to just rent a community hall for their meetings and activities, rather than put the Lord’s money in bricks and mortar. Over 90% of their weekly collections are invested in missions. 

I had the honour to speak in the Lord’s Day ministry. At night, the four men shared and gave reports on Malaysian lifestyle in an informal get-together arranged for us.

The rest of our remaining days were spent at Bunsbury where Mrs. Wong’s sister, Rosie and her husband, Thien, hosted us for the next five days. Their Aussie generosity, enhanced by Asian hospitality, was much evidenced and experienced. They provided four comfortable rooms for the four couples among us, in addition to home-cooked delicious food of the Rosie kind in plenty of supply daily. We are indeed very grateful to Mrs. Wong for introducing us to the Thiens. Our prayer is for our Lord to sublimate their kindness and give it eternal value that comes only as the expression of a right relationship with Him as Saviour.

While I greatly enjoyed the needed rest, it also meant piled-up work on returning home with accumulated email to reply to, drafting The ECHOS due in two weeks, preparing for Mission Night and Sunday morning ministry at Butterworth and the evening Assembly Bible Class at Sungei Nibong that very weekend, not to mention the necessary weeding of the garden to boot!

Phoebe’s Pets in Singapore
However, when we were home, a piece of good news greeted us which demanded shifting my work machine into fifth gear. Our beloved sister Phoebe Tan, who was in my home Bible Class when she and her husband, Vincent Teo were stationed in Penang, was going to be baptised by immersion at Betheda Ang Mo Kio (BAMK) on October 24. My wife and I had prayed, persevered, persuaded and waited for this moment for almost 13 years. We just must be there for her on this memorable day in her life. 

So on 22nd night we set out on a 17-hour train journey to Singapore. Having not travelled by train for over a decade, we unconsciously followed the local people out of the immigration and customs checking area in Johore Bahru (after the authorities had waved us through), and found ourselves unable to return to our train. The entrance back to the area was a one-way exit and there was no way we could go in again unless a security officer opened the door, so we were told by some “helpful” people. The only way out was to take a taxi to Tanjung Pagar in Singapore where Phoebe and Vincent were waiting for us. What could we do but to pray! Just then, lo and behold, I saw a security guard on the other side of the glass door. He was not there earlier.  (How could he suddenly materialise at that particular time is beyond my grasp!) I waved to him frantically.  No, he would not open the door. We must go back to where the train had let us in for the Customs check! But how could we do that? We were really in jitters by now. Only the Lord could help us, and He did.

Just at that moment, one railway staff, coming off from work, approached the door, slid her security card in the slot and opened it. We explained our situation to her and she asked the guard to have compassion on us to let us through. Bless her! She was even kind enough to show us the way back to the train platform. As soon as we stepped on it (after an eternity of “meandering” our way there), we heard the train whistle blow. When we stepped onto the train, and even before we had time to sit down the train moved!!! The Lord timed His aid to the very second.

The next day, I was to use this incident to illustrate a point when I spoke at the Baptismal Service at Ang Mo Kio. You may call it coincidence, you may call it chance, but I believe it to be the overruling Sovereign power of God controlling all circumstances for the good of those who trust in Him.

Our time spent with the Teos at their new 4-month old condominium was “royally” great.  They surreptitiously gave up their newly-furnished master bedroom to us.  They planned it so well that we never suspected it until two days later when we saw them emerging from a small bedroom. We were just simply naïve lambs, not unlike Houdini and Weiss, their two pet dogs. For then, we were just Phoebe’s pets. Space forbids me to describe the rich time of joyful fellowship we had with them, and the time of catching up with other former Penang friends, Amy Ogawa, Tan Hin Oon, his mother, his wife, Poh and Alex and his wife over meals. We also met up with our old friends in Singapore, Mr. & Mrs. Khoo Oon Soo, their sister and Dr. & Mrs. Peter Wee. 

I particularly enjoyed the privilege to be back at Ang Mo Kio to remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper and also to witness Phoebe’s baptism. I treasured too the honour given to me by the BAMK Oversight to speak at her baptismal service. What my wife and I missed was to see both Vincent and Phoebe being received into assembly fellowship the following week. Although Vincent was at the Lord’s Supper regularly, he had refrained from being accepted into assembly “membership” until he could do it together with his wife – a very patient and loving husband indeed. …. 
And now for November…
Come with me to Cambodia
Six are.  And they are Mr. & Mrs. Tan Hin Oon from BAMK, Mrs. Sasikala and her daughter, Zen from Batu Gajah Gospel Hall, Brenda Lim from Cheras Gospel Centre and Chan Mei Lai who just graduated from GLO, Smithon, Tasmania on 31st. Oct. Mei Lai will extend her stay there a further six months or so, after which she hopes to go to serve the Lord in Indonesia. 

And you can also.

Pray for the Mission Team members. They arrive at Phnom Penh on 19th November, proceed to Boeng Trabek Assembly to meet Kim and Hannah (assembly Korean missionaries) and see the work there before returning to their base at Shalom LifeCare Centre (SLCC) for a briefing by Yoong Ching. They depart for Suong the next day to meet Sok Lan and Annie Khoo. While there, Team members will teach English tuition classes, serve in community projects and conduct Christian activities to introduce the Gospel to the youths and children there for three days. After that, they return to Phnom Penh where Yoong Ching has scheduled me to teach on the Tabernacle in the three-day Bible Camp for the leaders there and Suong. I shall also conduct a Workshop on Assembly Distinctives. We return to Malaysia on 29th after spending another Lord’s day there.

December is my rest month but it will be used mainly to prepare for the special series of meetings next year. Many are new and I need this time of “rest” to prepare them.

For the first couple of months of next year I shall launch out on my “annual pilgrimage” to visit all the assemblies in Penang, wishing them the Lord’s Richest Blessings for the Chinese New Year of the Cockerel. Please refer to the Page of Praise and Prayer Points below.

Finally, before I conclude, I would like to thank again the two BRGH anonymous prayer-partners who have been having practical partnership with me all these years, and other individuals and assemblies as well.  I take this opportunity to thank all of you for your fellowship in all ways.

A Meaningful Christmas and A Fruitful New Year to all

======================================================================================== Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. Thank You.

	When, Where and What I shall be Speaking on 

	Date
	Venue
	Topic

	07 November
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	The Two Kings – Part 1

	14 November
	Island Glades Gospel Centre 
	The Two Kings – Part 2

	19-29 November
	Mission Trip to Cambodia
	The Tabernacle

Workshop on Assembly Distinctives

	DECEMBER
	Rest Month
	No Meetings

	2005

	02 January
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall.
	The Spirit’s Whisper in the Stormy Tsunami Waves 

	09 January
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall 
	The Spirit’s Whisper in the Stormy Tsunami Waves

	12 January
	Bangsar Gospel Centre
	The Spiritual Hinterland of our Heritage

	13 January
	Bangsar Gospel Centre
	The Spiritual Legacy of our Leadership.

	14 January
	Nilai Gospel Centre
	The Year of the Cockerel 

	15 January
	Bangsar Gospel Centre
	Workshop on Studying the Word 

	16 January
	Bangsar Gospel Centre
	The Year of the Cockerel

	16 January
	Kepong Gospel Chapel
	Naaman

	23 January
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	The Spirit’s Whisper in the Stormy Tsunami Waves

	30 January
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	Chinese New Year of The Cockerel



	06 February
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	

	09 February
	CHINESE NEW YEAR
	

	13 February
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall (English)
	

	13 February
	Burmah Road Gospel (Chinese)
	

	20 February
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	

	27 February
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	

	06 March
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	

	13 March
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	

	20 March
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	

	27 March
	Free
	Easter Sunday


In addition to the above meetings, the following are regular meetings where I am teaching or involved in as well:

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday – Regional Bible Class at Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday – Penang Assemblies Bible Class at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall

Every 4th Sunday of an even month – Mission Night at Burmah Road Gospel Hall
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