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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

My wife and I returned to Bethel from Santa Barbara, U.S. on January 7, 2004, after an enjoyable and memorable one-month visit to our eldest son, Christopher and his family for a Family Reunion to celebrate our Ruby Wedding Anniversary together with our daughter’s family who were also invited for the occasion. (See Berita Bethel Vol. 8 No. 1) 

The next Sunday saw me launching my annual pilgrimage to all assemblies in Penang to study with them The Year of the Monkey in connection with Chinese New Year. This two-part study is based on I Kings 10:22 and its parallel reading in II Chr. 9:21. The series started at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall, went the circuit of all the seven Penang assemblies, finally ending at Butterworth Gospel Hall on 14th March. The Monkey then leapt over to Bidor Gospel Centre on March 21, landing at Taiping Gospel Hall on April 03 as a Special Saturday Evening Meeting open to other Christians outside the assembly as well.

This term is very eventful for my wife, our family members and me. It is good that my load at this time was made much lighter because it was shared by the Monkey. Though the topic was the same at every place yet the message differed with new spiritual nuances, insights and applications as the Lord deemed fit to give from time to time.

Greetings
Three weeks after we arrived home, we were greeted with the news of an additional grandchild (our fourth) to our family. Isabel Rachel Ung greeted her parents Christopher and Deborah on 28th January as a healthy eight-pound nine-ounce, nineteen-inch long baby. She was eagerly welcomed by her almost 8-year old sister, Tara Nicole Ung. Since then the three-month old bubbly and chubby girl is starting to display the 

characteristic trademark of all Ung babies – thick black hair all round with a tuft gathered together into a cockscomb at the top

Godspeed

The next event to occur was to bid Godspeed to our daughter, Dorothy, her 12-year-old Daniel and 9-year old Hannah as they left for Melbourne on February 06. Dorothy has been awarded a scholarship by her Central Bank of Malaysia to do a post-graduate course on Masters in Knowledge Management at her alma mater, the University of Melbourne. Her scholarship entitles her to take her whole family to Melbourne, and they will be there for one and a half years. Her kids have enrolled in the schools there and have adapted to the school system well, enjoying the creative and self-discovery approach to education.

Goodbye

Robert, Dorothy’s husband bade Goodbye to the Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA) his employer for the last 5 years in March and left Malaysia to join his family in Melbourne on the 20th. 

Early April Chris also said Goodbye to Dakocytomation where he had worked for 13.5 years. In the meanwhile, he is savouring the extra time he has in devoting more of his time with his wife and two daughters while waiting on the Lord to lead him on in His way.

This means that this year none of our children are with us in Malaysia. Chris and his family are in California, Dorothy and her family in Melbourne and Alvin, our youngest son and his wife, Huey Fern are studying in a Bible College in Vancouver. For Robert and Chris the core reason for their resignation from their jobs is to wait on Him to open doors to new occupations that will allow them to spend more time with their family and to have more free time to serve God in their respective churches. For Alvin and Huey Fern who have also resigned from their jobs in Maxis and ABN Amro Bank, it is to devote full time to the study of God’s Word and to equip themselves to serve Him better. He is pursuing a Masters in Christian Studies. 

Goodnight

On Sunday morning, May 25th I spoke on the Counterfeit (Absalom) and the Chosen King (David) at Burmah Road Gospel Hall bringing out lessons on the Hallmarks of Good and Poor Leadership as demonstrated by these two kings. In the evening, I conducted my fortnightly Assembly Bible Class for the Penang assembly leaders and workers at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall. This class has an average attendance of over 50. We are studying the Second Coming of Christ.

After the class, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Low invited my wife and I for a fellowship dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ferry who were visiting Penang then. It was good to meet up with them again especially so when they had to say such a sudden and sad Goodnight to their only son, Alesdaire last year. 

At 11.30p.m. that night, we woke up to the persistent ringing of the telephone. It was our turn to say Goodnight to my wife’s father who was beckoned home by his heavenly Father at about 11.15p.m. in his sleep. We had expected this and we were happy for him. In his last week on earth he had refused any grain of cereal or sip of liquid.  Doctors and nurses tried to force-feed him with the drip, tubes or even by syringing food into his mouth without much substantial success. Finally his 94-year-old frame succumbed to the ageing decline and deterioration of his organs, and he said Goodnight to us in his sleep. It is Goodnight and not Goodbye, because we await the coming dawn when we shall meet again.

As a result of my father-in-law’s departure on 25th and the funeral on the 27th I had to cancel an informal gathering in Kuala Lumpur that very night in the home of a close Christian couple who were to put my wife and I up in their home on our transit to Kota Bahru the next day. I also had to cancel the Workshops on Biblical Assembly Distinctives at Kota Bahru Gospel Chapel due to start from 29th April till 2nd May because of the cancellation of my AirAsia flights to KL on the 27th.

It was very heart-touching when a few of my surprised prayer-partners who did not hear of my father-in-law’s departure told me later, “We were just praying for you and your ministry at Kota Bahru this morning. How come you are here?” They had been following my movements as listed in the previous Berita.  I sincerely thank these faithful prayer-partners for their continued fellowship and I apologise to them for not informing them earlier because of the urgency of the hour.

This is the second time this term that my meetings were cancelled. The first was from April 2-4 when I was due to conduct a series of studies on the Tabernacle at Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall. Owing to certain problems that surfaced at that time in that assembly, I was advised to have the meetings cancelled.  The dates were given to Taiping Gospel Hall instead and thy seized the opportunity to organize a special meeting for me on the study of the Chinese New Year of the Monkey then.

This term has been a very eventful in my family and ministry life. Through joy and sadness, excitement and disappointment, ups and downs, the Lord has been very close to my wife and me to bring us through them all. The coming term is expected to be a heavy one as almost all the studies I shall be taking at various assemblies will be new and there is need for more preparation.  For the first time, I shall be doing a series on Biblical Covenants at Kledang Community Chapel from 15th to 17th May. 

After eight years lecturing on Biblical Eschatology and nearly four years with Biblical Hermeneutics added on to it, I have decided to conduct a new course of study at GLO Bible Training School , Taiping from June 7th to 11th with the permission of the GLO Management Council. It is entitled Pictures from the Pentateuch and it will cover the study of Symbolism, Typology, Eschatology and a bit of Gematria with illustrations and examples taken only from The Pentateuch. There will also be a detailed study of The Tabernacle, The Levitical Offerings and the Feasts of the Lord. This change in the syllabus comes about for two reasons. First, over 100 students have gone through the course on Eschatology (a few came back for a second time for further reinforcement) and some of them have requested for a change. Secondly, I myself feel that I need a new challenge to do a personal study of my own in these areas too. Hopefully, this new course will benefit those who attend.

Finally I thank all prayer-partners again for all the support, fellowship and encouragement given to me in my ministry for the Lord. Above all others, my wife has been my prime support as she sees to my varied needs to free me for the preparations of the studies, and actual ministry of the Word. I continue to thank all those who regularly have fellowship with me, especially the two faithful anonymous saints from Burmah Road Gospel Hall one of whom (HSBC) has been consistently with me from the very commencement of the Lord’s call to me for this ministry. As for those who have had fellowship with me this term, your fellowship has been extended to others of the Lord’s servants and they are listed in a separate Appendix specially prepared for your information and prayer. 

God Willing

At the end of the year I have been invited to go for a Short Mission Trip to Phnom Penh, Cambodia to conduct teaching studies for the workers at Shalom LifeCare Centre (SLCC) and also for the leaders of the local churches there. There will be opportunities to visit other areas of ministry there as well. I have been invited to bring a team along.  Interested prayer-partners can contact me for more details. The trip is fixed for Nov. 19 to 29 this year in the Will of God.

Thank you again for your faithful fellowship before the Throne of God and in your practical partnership in the Work of God.

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. Thank You.

	When, Where and

What I am  Speaking on
	Please Praise or Pray God for blessing on … …

	02 May
	Kota Bahru Gospel Chapel
	Workshops on Biblical Assemblies Distinctives – CANCELLED.

	09 May
	Butterworth Gospel Hall 
	The Two Kings – Their Qualities of Leadership Compared and Contrasted – Part I. II Sam. Chaps. 15-19

This, and next week’s study, is a lesson on David’s and Absalom’s Leadership Qualities, compared and contrasted which led to their Enthronement and Downfall – a relevant study for today’s leaders of God’s people. 



	16 May
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	The Two Kings – Their Qualities of Leadership Compared and Contrasted – Part II. II Sam. Chaps. 15-19



	21-23 May
	Kledang Community Chapel
	The Biblical Covenants of God – a study of God’s Major Covenants with His People. Attention is specially given to the “Forever” Abrahamic, Davidic and New Covenants – a relevant study for a better understanding of what is happening in the Middle-East. 



	30 May
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	The Songs of Solomon – An Introduction.



	06 June
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall.
	The Two Kings – Their Qualities of Leadership Compared and Contrasted – Part I. II Sam. Chaps. 15-19



	07-11 June
	GLO Bible Training School, Taiping
	Pictures in the Pentateuch – a series of lectures on Symbolism, Eschatology, Typology and Gematria found in the Pentateuch with detailed studies on The Tabernacle, The Levitical Offerings and the Feasts of the LORD.



	13 June
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall 
	The Two Kings – Their Qualities of Leadership Compared and Contrasted – Part II. II Sam. Chaps. 15-19



	20 June 
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Father’s Day Message – The Way of the Fathers



	29 June
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	The Songs of Solomon – Chaps 1, 2. This is a continuation of the study first started on 30 May. 



	JULY
	Rest Month
	No meetings



	04 July
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	A week is taken from my rest month to continue the study on    The Songs of Solomon – Chaps. 3 & 4



	01 August
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	The Songs of Solomon – Chaps. 5 & 6



	06-08 August 
	Batu Gajah Gospel Hall

	A study of The Canticle of Canticles



	15 August
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	The Songs of Solomon – Chaps. 7 & 8



	21-24 August
	Melawati Gospel Centre Church Camp at CCC
	The Pursuit of Holiness

	29 August
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Jehoshaphat – I Kgs. 22:41-50; II Chr. 17-21:1 - Continues the current series on the Kings in the Divided Kingdom at BRGH.


In addition to the above meetings, the following are regular meetings where I am teaching or involved in as well:

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday – Regional Bible Class at Burmah Road Gospel Hall 

Every 2nd and 4th Sunday - Penang  Assemblies Bible Class at Sungei Nibong. 

Every 3rd Wednesday of every odd month – Mission Night at Burmah Road Gospel Hall 
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