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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the Defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7),

The highlight of this term was December, 2003 - my rest month. In Oct. and Nov., all my ministry meetings were in Penang except for the first combined Assembly 

Fellowship Camp in Pulau Langkawi from 23-25 Oct.

Crystals
At about 6.00a.m. on Dec. 10, I drew the curtains of my room expecting still to see the dark dawn sky outside. To my awesome delight, the scene that greeted me took my breath away. It was what I (and my wife, and my daughter’s family) had travelled over 20 hours of flying time (from Singapore to Santa Barbara), and seven hours of driving time in two cars (from SB to Yosemite National Park) came to see. We thought we had missed it as it was the last day of our three-day stay at Yosemite Lodge enjoying the beautiful creation of the Lord’s handiworks the last two days. The mountains with their majestic names such as The Half Dome, The Sentinel, etc. imposed their presence in our finite minds. The Yosemite mountains themselves with springs that oozed out from hidden fissures just to rush down suddenly in torrential waterfalls hundreds of feet down the side walls of the mountains captured our sight and froze it in awe. We had criss-crossed the park the last two days to drink in the delights of God’s amazing creation. But it was the snow scene that climaxed our visit.

My wife and I left Changi Airport on 5th Dec , while Dorothy and her husband, Robert with and their two children, Daniel and Hannah left the next day and arrived at Chris’ home in Goleta, SB on Saturday. On the Lord’s Day, all of us including Chris and his wife, Deborah and their daughter, Tara, were in church remembering the Lord. It was great for the adults and Daniel to participate at the Lord’s Supper the very next day of our arrival. We were in SB for a semi-Family Reunion and for a very special occasion. “Semi” because our youngest son, Alvin and his wife, Huey Fern, ironically had to return to Malaysia from Canada just at about that time. Their one-year round-trip tickets, bought when they went to Canada last year, required their return.

That morning of the 7th, when I pulled the window curtains apart, I was just taken aback by the white scene that greeted me. The trees and branches were draped in drooping white; the mountains in the distance had exchanged their bluish hues for the purity of white never seen on the Malaysian mounts. Instead of the red carpets rolled out to welcome distinguished visitors, the ground was white-carpeted and constantly increasing in softness as more and more of the flakes ziz-zagged down from the sky to cushion the walks and pathways. 

Yes, I was thrilled to behold the sight. It was my first time in over sixty years to experience the unique falling hexagonal crystals that I often used to illustrate the wonders of God’s supreme creation. Putting on some warm clothings I ventured out, stepped on the snow gingerly and after a few steps turned back to photograph my footprints – this is what I would like to leave behind when it is time for me to soar to my heavenly home above – to leave spiritual footprints behind that others can step into. That first feel of “living” snow fulfilled a lifetime ambition to answer positively Job’s question: Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? - Job 38:22 and to experience the full meaning of the forgiveness of my sins over half a century ago when I experienced their cleansing  -- though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow – Isa. 1:18

The rest I would briefly describe as my wife, children and grandchildren joined in the fun. Daniel had the opportunity to be the comic Calvin and threw snowballs at Hannah and Tara imagining them to be Calvin’s always targeted Susie Derkins. For this occasion, even Calvin’s dad would have been pleased to observe his counterpart join the children in building up a snowman they could be proud of.

Finally after another tour of the Park, Chris driving the rented Chevolet with me in front and the three children buckled at the back, and Robert driving his wife and mine in Chris’ Toyota Alexus left for San Francisco. As Robert was new to left-hand driving, and first time driving in the US, Chris communicated with him all the way via the 2-mile range walkie-talkies.  It was Chris’ superb idea as otherwise our trip could have been interrupted a number of times owing to intervening traffic that sometimes made it impossible to play the game of Follow The Leader especially so on the roads of Los Angeles and in the streets of San Francisco. 

On the way there to The Fisherman’s Wharf where we would stay three days, we paid a surprise visit to Lee Wei and Amy (formerly from IGGC) and their parents. We treated ourselves to dinner there before we finally left the place to arrive at Sheraton at night where we would stay for three days. My wife and I had been in SF a couple of times previously, but it was the first for the Khaws. They enjoyed their first visit there, walking along the Wharf, taking part in the sideshows (with Hannah even winning USD2), visiting the Alcatraz, travelling in the trams and driving down Lombard Street, the most crooked in the world. 

After two full days of fun, it was time to drive home again, and to attend church the next day, being Sunday. 

RUBY

The evening of that day was a special day – the 2nd reason for which Chris had sponsored us to come together. It was for the family to celebrate the Ruby Wedding Anniversary of their parents and their children’s Kong-Kong and Ah Mah.

For Kong-Kong, Ah Mah’s price is far above rubies (Pro 31:10) and for Ah Mah, (I would suppose) it is Kong-Kong’s wisdom being better than rubies (Job 28:18) that has enabled them to stay loving one another. It is this pricing of each other that has maintained their marriage relationship all these RUBY years. May the Lord be Honoured for this.

The Anniversary Function commenced by locating the honoured guests in the Living Room. While the children prepared the setting in the Dining Room, the grandchildren entertained their grandparents in a live show that they put up themselves. Then Daniel played the tune Happy Birthday on the piano That was the signal for Tara and Hannah to march their grandparents into the Dining Room lined on one side of the aisle by Chris, Deborah, Robert and Dorothy as they sang Happy Anniversary to the Birthday accompaniment. The special guests were seated at a table with gold-gilded knives, forks and spoons, golden candlesticks and special cuisine ordered from a Thai restaurant. After dinner which was highlighted by musings of past days, the honoured couple were marched out again for the table to be cleared. When they returned for the dessert, the Anniversary chocolate cake with the Family photo leaning on it greeted them. The cake was cut and Chris committed his parents to the Lord, while Robert followed with a “sermon” on, and gave a toast to, the couple. The children had no real ruby to give their parents. Instead Dorothy announced the Ruby Anniversary gift to her parents of a trip to New Zealand from all their children and spouses. After dessert, the grandchildren performed a spontaneous puppet show on the theme of the Anniversary. This ended a very Special Night for my wife and me.

On Tuesday, we left for Anaheim and San Diego to spend three days at each place. My wife and I were among the oldest “children” at Disney Land as we roller-coastered down Splash Mountain, went up in Rocket ships that soared into the sky and spun round and round in teacups. We wondered who enjoyed Disneyland more – our children, grand-children or us!

The next three days we were at San Diego, with one day spent at the Sea World. The Christmas week was spent at home with the Malaysians experiencing the traditional Christmas for the first time in their lives, and attending special Christmas church meetings without the Christmas trappings but with the CHRISTmas message preached loud and clear. When Saturday came, the Khaws left for home under tight screening and security measures as US was under Orange Security Alert then. A week later, it was our turn. We left on Monday to arrive in Malaysia on Wednesday, Jan 7th. My wife and I had the best holiday in our lives – thanks to Chris and Deborah who sponsored us and Dorothy’s whole family there for our Family Reunion and Ruby Wedding Anniversary.

GOLD

The Sunday I arrived home, I started on my annual series of studies on the CNY animals. Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall was the first to listen to the study on The Year of the Golden Monkey in two parts. The thrust of the message is on Missions, and believers are exhorted and challenged to go to God’s appointed Tarshish for them to search for live monkeys to bring back and present them to the Lord.  (I Kgs. 10:22; II Chr. 9:21) My itinerary for this series is on the next page.
At this juncture, I would like to thank all of you who sent my wife and I Christmas, New Year and Chinese New Year greetings. I would like also to thank those who shared with me their “gold” to enable me to share it with others of the Lord’s servants who may have need of such gifts during the two festive seasons. A list of the recipients is found in the Appendix sent to all donors – assemblies and individuals for their information and prayer for the recipients.  For the Anonymous donors, I apologise for not being able to send the Appendix to you for obvious reasons, but if you will include a neutral address in your next fellowship gift as to where I can send this list without identifying yourself (i.e. if you want to so remain), I shall be pleased to do so. I thank you for this gracious and generous gesture which is carried out as unto the Lord, and only the Lord knows who you are and will reward you accordingly.

My wife and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you, 

A Blessed and Fruitful Chinese New Year 

in this year of the Monkey

Do go to your God-appointed Tarshish, search for live monkeys 

and bring them in as gifts to the Lord this year. 

[Note: If any of you would like an outline on The Year of The Monkey, drop me a line either by post, email or phone, and I shall send you a copy.]

	When, Where and

What I am  Speaking on
	Please Praise or Pray God for blessing on … …

	04 January
	In California
	The Continuation of December Rest period. See Newsletter.

	11 January
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	The first of a two-part study on The Chinese New Year of the Monkey which will be studied with all the seven assemblies in Penang. Only three assembles will get to listen to The Year of The Monkey in two parts. The rest will have one session each, according to their original reservations. 

	18 January
	Sungei. Nibong Gospel Hall
	The second part of The Chinese New Year of the Monkey.

	25 January
	Burmah Road GH (Eng.)
	Chinese New Year of the Monkey (Part I)

	25 January
	Burmah Road (Chin.)
	Chinese New Year of the Monkey

	01 February
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Chinese New Year of the Monkey (Part I)

	08 February
	Sungei Ara Gospel Hall
	Chinese New Year of the Monkey



	15 February
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	

	22 February
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	

	22 February
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	Youth Group – Why God did not stop Satan from carrying out his Satanic activities.

	29 February
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	Chinese New Year of the Monkey – Part II 

	06 March
	BRGH YP
	Bible Gems and Bible Gemetria

	07 March
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Chinese New Year of the Monkey – Part II

	14 March 
	Free
	

	19-21 March

21
	Bidor Gospel Centre


	The “Be Still” Series – Study 1: Stand Still and Wonder at the Word;  Study 2: Sit Still and Worship His Worthiness; 

Study 3: Stay Still and Know His Will.
Chinese New Year of the Monkey

	28 March
	Free
	 

	02-04 April

04
	Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall
	Studies on The Tabernacle.

Chinese New Year of the Monkey

	11 April
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	Easter: The Resurrected Chris – Part I

	18 April
	Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre
	The Resurrected Chris – Part II

	25 April
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	King David Series – A Counterfeit and a Chosen King – II Sam. 15:1-16:14

	29 April –

 02 May
	Kota Bahru Gospel Chapel
	Workshop on Assembly Distinctives




In addition to the above meetings, the following are regular meetings where I am teaching or involved in as well:

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday – Regional Bible Class at Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Every 2nd and 4th Friday – Bethel Bible Class at my home (To  be confirmed)

Every 2nd and 4th Sunday - Penang Assemblies Bible Class at Sungei Nibong (commencing on Feb. 22nd.)

 “Frozen precipitation in the form of white or translucent hexagonal ice crystals that fall in soft, white flakes” – 


this is how the dictionary defines snow 
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