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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the Defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7),

I do not think I have gone through so many of life’s varied experiences in so short a time as I did the last term (July-September).  At certain periods, I was barely ten days at home, mostly living off my suitcase. On such occasions, it was a wonder how my legs could still hold the body up, with the central bulge not co-operating and the generosity of hospitable hosts helping it to further add on to the burden of the legs.

Still, through it all, the Lord has been good, very good. Somehow, I could sense the renewed prayer support of my own assembly, and of the prayer partners of this Berita living up to their committed responsibility. To all of you I say, Thank You.

A.
Variety is the Spice of a Life 

1. The Spice of Sarawak.

July was my month of rest. After three days (25-27) of expanded study on The Year of the Ram at Kepong Gospel Chapel, my wife and I left for Miri to visit the Yews (Dr. Foo Keong and his wife Jenny) who had been inviting us to visit them on numerous occasions. Our visit was God-timed. We went, when Dr. Yew had just resigned from his ISO-consultancy job in a timber factory to be an independent consultant. He was on leave prior to his resignation. Jenny and he gave their full attention to us.

On arrival by the no-frill AirAsia RM79.00 flight at Miri, they took us for lunch on the way home. We stopped at a restaurant, after going the rounds, whose proprietor (we discovered) was not only from Penang, but also a Christian.  On knowing that we were Christians from Penang too, he drew a chair to our table to fellowship with us. We left, with him giving us a free lunch!  - and that from a stranger at the beginning.
We stayed at the Yews’ rented bungalow. They had planned to fly us to the Mulu Caves three days later. However, the next day at about midnight I vomited out the sumptuous dinner they treated us to. I was down with a bad gastric attack probably because of the stress of preparation and irregular meals the previous week. I got better the next day after consulting a Miri doctor, but not before I had “infected” my wife first. She was treated by the doctor’s wife, and two days later we were on our way in a small propeller-plane to Mulu, having fully recovered.

The anticipated rest in my rest month materialised finally in the three days we spent staying at the Royal Mulu Resort. It was a wonder how the Lord sustained us as we walked miles to, into, through and out of those caves, climbing up slopes and going down dales to behold the wonders of God’s creation in the aged old stalagmite-stalactite formations. 

On our return to Miri, the Yews further took us to sightsee the town, the neighbouring Nature sights, and gave us a taste of the spice of Miri delights. When we parted four days later, I was tempted to say that I might retire there one day! I am grateful to the hospitable and generous Yews for making my rest a reality, and to that, my wife agrees. May the Lord prosper them in their new ventures.

2.
The Spice of Dining in Star Hotels.
Two grand weddings among the “rich and famous” demanded my and my wife’s attendance at Sheraton Imperial and J.W. Marriot in KL respectively. The first was my nephew’s, and the other was her nephew’s. The third was at Penang’s heritage E&O Hotel. It would be that of our very good elder-friend’s and his wife’s son’s marriage. Unfortunately, I was not able to be present, as I was lecturing at GLO, Taiping. And that leads me to …

3.
The Spice of Speaking and Listening.
The last term the variety of meetings I took and attended was the hallmark. My programme comprised…

25-27 July –Kepong G.Chapel/Sri Damansara GC [KGC]

10 Aug. – Butterworth Gospel Hall [BWGH]

17-19 Aug. – SS Gospel Centre [SSGC], PJ 

24 Aug. – KL Gospel Hall [KLGH]

25, 26 Aug – Petaling Jaya Gospel Hall [PJGH], PJ

31 Aug – Taiping Gospel Hall [TGH]

1-6 Sept. – GLO Bible Training School [GLO], Taiping 

7-9 Sept. –Assembly Leaders’ Conf., Fraser’s Hill [ALC]

14, 21 Sept. – Island Glades Gospel Centre [IGGC]

26-28 Sept. – Batu Gajah Gospel Hall [BGGH]

B.
Verity is the Source of Life’s Fulfilment

In this modern generation, churches use various items and gimmicks to draw the crowd, and very little time is devoted to the preaching of the Word. Yet, in all the above meetings where I spoke, the normal format for each two-hour session was just a hymn, prayer and perhaps another hymn before I took over for the rest of the time. The thirst for the solid teaching of the Word surprises even me. Let me highlight a few.

This was the first time I was at SSGC, although I had been preaching there on the invitation of the PJ Senior Citizens’ Fellowship before. The leaders were a bit wary that the support might not be good as it was a study in the Old Testament and, on top of it, an unfamiliar subject of The Tabernacle. The three nights there saw a very good attendance to the delight of the leaders who indicated that they wanted me back again. In fact, a couple from this assembly later turned up at the Batu Gajah meetings on Revelation. They booked into a hotel in Ipoh for three nights and were present for all the meetings.

At PJGH, the feeling was that the two nights of studies were not sufficient and they would be the wiser the next time. The good turn-out wanted me to stay back for another day, but that was not possible, as I had other engagements.  It had been many years since I was teaching at PJGH and I was glad to be back.

At GLO, 24 hours of lectures in 5 mornings were insufficient either. We had to hold extra 2-hour studies on two afternoons. Who were there? Among them were two assembly elders, two grandmothers, a law-student, a professional who resigned from her job, a college tuition teacher, two husbands and their wives, and a nurse who rushed over from Klang after finishing her night duties. The thirst for God’s Word among old and young was overwhelming.

At BGGH believers came from Ipoh, Keledang, Kuala Kangsar and from as far away as Petaling Jaya for 3 nights for the study of Revelation. Unanimously, they objected to my continuation of the studies after the Lord’s Supper as many had responsibilities in their own assemblies. They requested that I postponed it to the evening. The result was a marathon study session from 5.00p.m. to 10.30p.m. with only one hour’s dinner break in between – and this, after all of us were busy with the Lord’s work in the morning until lunch time! Nearly 90% of the participants were 100% present for the three nights’ studies. Is there better evidence than this - that the Verity of God’s Word is indeed the Source of Life’s Attractions and Fulfilment, not modern technology per se or gimmicks? Let us return to the highway.

But my people have forgotten me, they burn offerings to a delusion; they have stumbled in their ways, in the ancient roads, and have gone into bypaths, not the highway, Jer. 18:15, NRSV

C.
Versatility is the Spring of Living
First I had that bad gastric attack at Miri where the doctor there advised me, when I returned to Penang, to check for the presence of the H. Pyroli bug in my tummy which could cause gastric ulcers and cancers because of my long history with gastritis. I did just that with a RM203.00 breath-test at the Specialists Hospital. Praise the Lord the test came out negative. My family doctor prescribed me a course with antacid pills to get rid of the hyper activity of acidity in my stomach, for most probably, that could be the cause of my problem, though no one can be sure unless a RM600.00-gastroscopy is done on me. Anyway I am much better now. At Batu Gajah, my doctor-brother in the Lord advised me to go slow, take more rest and avoid stress. Often this is easier said than done.

How true it is that Life’s Versatility can only be found in the Lord when I renew my Strength in Him and drink from the Spring of Life, the Vitality of Living.

Last term brought me much sad news but it was, not only the Vitality of Life found in the Lord, but also the Versatility of those who recovered as they found their Solace in the Spring of Life that gave me much encouragement.

1. The Lord Giveth and the Lord Taketh Away

That was what He did to three loving couples dear to me - two in Australia and one in Penang. But I thank the Lord, while they and I could not comprehend His action in these cases, all of us were able to accept His Sovereign Will and wait on Him further for such time when He will give, and not take away, that bundle of joy that each looks forward to so expectantly.

2. The Lord taketh away

Dr. GD James, a very loving brother, friend, adviser, “encourager” to my wife and me was taken home to be with the Lord last July. We missed Him.

3. The Lord causeth us to pause

Very busy and faithful servants of the Lord were checked in their tracks and caused to pause, to rest, to “come ye apart” that they might be further renewed and to regain their strength to serve Him. It began when Mr. N. Thiran who had a heart attack and Dr. Peter Wee, to avoid a heart attack, had to undergo heart bypass surgeries. Then Mr. Sinnappan came down with a very bad gastric attack for which now he has to undergo long-term medication. Recently Mrs. Cindy Harrison experienced a mild stroke and her husband still has to be sure of what he has been suffering from for the last eight months that can cause him acute abdominal pains. All these faithful servants of the Lord now have to go slow.

For all of us, these messages from the Lord have to be taken to heart even as we serve Him.

· Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. – Mark 6:31

· Be still, and know that I am God - Psa. 46:10

· They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. Isa. 40:31

Join me, and constantly uphold the servants of the Lord, my wife and me before the Throne of Grace (Heb. 4:15, 16) that His Grace and Strength will be made perfect in our weakness and infirmities. (II Cor. 12:9)

Thank you again for your prayer fellowship.

PS. From this issue of the Berita and subsequent ones, those who have practical partnership with me for the term are informed in a separate appendix of other servants of the Lord with whom their fellowship has been extended to. Thank you, all assemblies, brethren, and other anonymous prayer-partners for this practical partnership in support of God’s servants in His Vineyard. (Phil. 1:4-6; I Cor. 3:9)

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. 

You are always our Angels before the Throne of Grace. Thank You.

	When, Where and 

What I am  Speaking on 
	Please Praise or Pray God for blessing on … …

	05 October


	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	The assembly as they follow a series on Difficult Sayings for Life, such as “Go, Sell What You Have” and “Take Up the Cross and Follow Me”. I shall follow up with Things Hard to be Understood (II Pet. 3:16) in a two-part series on The Seven Mid-Tribulation Personages in Rev. 12 and 13.

	12 October
	Butterworth Gospel Hall
	The second part of The Seven Mid-Tribulation Personages in Rev. 12 and 13.

After this ministry, I shall speak to the Youth Group on, The Divine Trinity.

	15 October
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	The five believers (including me) who attended the Malaysian Assembly Leaders’ Conference at Fraser’s Hill on September 7-9. They will give summarised reports of the papers presented and of what took place there on Mission Night. 

	18 October
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	The BRGH Youth Meeting where I shall be speaking on “Bible Gems”. This is to amaze the youths with the Wonders of the Word and to motivate them to read it for themselves and to trust in its promises.

	19 October
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	The BRGH series on “Service Parables”. It falls on me to deal with The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Mt. 20:1-16). Among the sub-topics to be dealt with are the Place, Period, People, Principles, etc. of Service.

	23-26

October
	Pulau Langkawi
	The Assembly Fellowship Camp (AFC), the result of the merger of The Northern and Central & Southern Fellowship Camps from this year onwards. While Mr. Philip Lim (elder of Malacca Gospel Chapel) teaches on the series, Footprints in the Sand, I shall be taking the Morning Devotionals every day.

	02 November
	Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall
	Topic to be decided later.

	08-12

November


	Highlands Christian Centre
	The Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall and their Church Camp at Cameron Highlands. Prof. C. T. Yap from Joo Chiat Gospel Hall, Singapore will be teaching on New Testament Church Principles and Practices. My wife and I will be attending the Camp.

	16 November
	Burmah Road Gospel Hall
	The assembly doing a series on The People in Service, studying Paul, Joshua, Modecai and Nehemiah. It falls on me to speak on Modecai.

	23 November
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Topic to be decided later



	30 November
	Island Glades Gospel Centre
	Topic to be decided later



	DECEMBER
	No Meetings
	Rest month.


In addition to the above meetings, the following are regular meetings where I am teaching or involved as well:

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday – Regional Bible Class at Burmah Road Gospel Hall

Every 2nd and 4th Friday – Bethel Bible Class at my home. 

The fortnightly Penang Assemblies Bible Class at Sungei Nibong will be resumed after Chinese New Year next year.
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