

For Private Circulation Only
Vol. 7 No. 1 (Jan. 2003 from Oct. 2002)

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the Defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

On the 2nd day of the New Year 2003, my eyes fell on this text in my morning meditation,
A land which the LORD thy God careth for: 

the eyes of the LORD thy God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year. (Deut 11:12)  

The eyes of the Lord are on His Land, despite the disputes around it today. Every year, from Commencement to Conclusion, His eyes are upon it because He cares for it. What a lovely thought to go into the New Year with. 

We are more precious than His Land! Casting all your care upon Him; for he careth for you. (1 Pet. 5:7), and the eyes of the Lord are ever and always upon us. 

The eyes of the Lord occurs 22 times in 22 verses in the King James Version of the Bible; its singular form only once (Psa. 33:18). It is a figure of speech in human terms to help mortals understand the Incomprehensible, Immortal, and Infinite God and His actions. It is a Reminder and a Reassurance of His Person, Presence, Power, Precepts and Promises which demand a Response of Reverence for Him on our part. He is the Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient God.

A.
The Eyes of the Lord is a Reminder.

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 
Pro. 15:3
A Bible commentator comments: “Secret sins, services, and sorrows, are under God's eye. This speaks comfort to saints, and terror to sinners.”

But then the righteous still sin, as with us (I Jn. 1:8), as in the case of Jehoshaphat who walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the LORD: nevertheless the high places were not taken away; for the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places (1 Kgs. 22:43), and David, the man after God’s own heart  (Acts 13:22) - David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that He commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. (1 Kgs. 15:5) 

Jehoshaphat's and David’s reign stood out among the best, both as to piety and prosperity, yet each had his “nevertheless” and “save only”. 

As we enter the New Year and the coming Chinese New Year, may we resolve to cast our cares completely upon Him, to be what He wants us to be without the weights and sins of the “save only” and “nevertheless” that so easily encumbrance us, looking to Jesus the Author and Finisher of our Faith this year. (Heb. 12:1, 2) God accepted David’s classic psalm of repentance (Psa. 51) and the Divine “but” of Grace-made-sufficient-for-each-of-His-saints made it possible.  It was true also of Noah. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD (Gen 6:8) cf. II Cor. 12:9. It should ever be a constant reminder to us of the infirmities and weaknesses of the flesh that are still with us, and the constant need to be crucified with Christ, (Gal. 2:20) to die daily (I Cor. 15:31), to be vigilant (I Pet. 5:8) and, like Paul, to buffet my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway (I Cor. 12:9) – a fearful thing indeed for those who serve the Lord as we come across a number of His servants who have fallen by the wayside these days.

B. 
The Eyes of the Lord is a Reassurance.

1.
His Presence and Preservation.

And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be my strength. (Isa 49:5) 

Last October saw the 6th anniversary of my commendation by my assembly to the Lord’s service, though it had been nearly half a century that I had served the Lord in various capacities before that. For the first time I was given a slot in the mid-week Ministry meeting to give a report of my ministry to the 25-odd believers who were there. I could testify to my Jehovah-jireh. Praise the LORD.

2.
His Power and Provision of rest.

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.
(2 Chr 16:9)  

Last term I was kept to a very tight schedule intermingling service and rest at the same time. When ministering, His strength was my power.

In between, His strength was my renewal and joy. 
In October, I was with the saints at Jalan Imbi Chapel [JIC] studying The Beauty and the Beast in the prophetic chapters of Daniel. This JIC visit coincided with Dorothy’s birthday. For the first time, in many years, my wife and I could celebrate our daughter’s birthday together with her family, Alvin and Huey Fern in KL.

In November, the Bidor Gospel Centre sat through a 15-hour marathon session over a weekend attending a hands-on Seminar and Workshop on Biblical Hermeneutics with me.  The twenty-odd participants (including visitors from Kota Bahru Gospel Hall) earned my respect for their patience, endurance and keenness.

December was indeed very busy. It started with the Klang Gospel Hall Bible Camp (Dec. 6-9) in Malacca studying the Life and Ministry of Nehemiah based on the Camp theme, Building Up 
One Another. 
After being back home a few days, my wife and I returned to KL to celebrate our 39th wedding anniversary with our children and their families. This again was a rare time we could have a sort-of-family reunion (minus Christopher and his family) for this occasion. However, the reunion was short-lived. The next evening, my wife and I were at KLIA to bid farewell to Alvin and Huey Fern as they left for Canada. To see them off was mainly the reason why we were in KL - our anniversary was coincidental. Alvin will be studying fulltime in a Bible College there, while Huey Fern will take up part-time studies.

On the Lord’s Day (the morrow), my wife and I were privileged not only to remember the Lord with the saints at JIC, but we were also present for a special tribute paid to Ms. Eleanor Cooke on her 80th birthday by the whole assembly. It was an honour to the Lord as tributes were paid to Him of how He was the source of motivation for His handmaid to be such a great exemplary inspiration to all who had come into contact with her. They were impacted and influenced by her life of love, care and concern for them in the ecclesiastical, educational and social fields. Space forbids me to record some of the related self-sacrificial acts of hers which would have been of great encouragement to all prayer-partners.
The next day, as part of our wedding anniversary joy, we went with Dorothy, Robert and their family for their sponsored five-day holiday in Singapore for us. We stayed at the OMF Mission House at 2 Cluny Road. It was very central for us to take the bus and the MRT to visit places. Orchard Road at night was a special attraction to our grandchildren, Daniel and Hannah. They thrilled to the opportunity to play with soap-bubble-snow in the background of coloured lights there, and artificial snow at Snow City. For the time we were there, we mainly travelled on our own bus No. 11 so much so that my wife’s shoes were converted into crocodiles with wide-open mouths, not to mention the very tired pillars that supported our bodies. We also caught up with Mrs. Phoebe Teo and Weiss (her dog companion) and Mr. & Mrs. Lim Yau Chuan (from KL) who were also visiting Singapore.

We returned home on the 21st evening to be in time for me to bring the series of studies on “My God, My Self and My Church” for the whole year at BRGH to a close when I spoke on the topic, My God, my All in All on 22nd Dec.

Christmas saw me ministering at the Christmas Service at Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre – one of the very rare occasions when I was out of my own assembly on Christmas Day. We were considering the Creatures at Christ’s Birth.

C. 
Our Response to the Eyes of the Lord – our Reverence!

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers (1 Pet 3:12) In response to the eyes of the Lord, and His ears that are open are our tears. 

David knew that the Lord’s eyes noticed his trials and sufferings, and he asked Him to put thou my tears into Thy bottle. (Psa. 56:8) The woman with the alabaster box stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears. (Lk. 7:38, 44)

Closely akin to our eyes, are our tears. Under the watchful eyes of the Lord, we undergo trials and sufferings, which may cause us to shed tears. These tears are kept in the Lord’s bottle, just as the woman probably kept hers in a bottle and poured them out to wash the feet of the Lord – an act of worship and reverence. [Incidentally, my eyes still tear. How I wish I could keep the tears in a bottle and wipe the feet of my Lord when it is full.]  I praise God for the many prayer-partners (known and anonymous), individuals and assemblies who do so; they pour forth these tears as acts of sacrifice unto the Lord, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. (Cf. Phil. 4:18) Through their acts of worship unto the Lord, and their practical fellowship with me, they have enabled me to share with others of the Lord’s servants in His vast vineyard the fruits of their sacrifice as well. 
I take this opportunity on behalf of my wife and I to wish all prayer-partners of Chinese ethnicity 

A Prosperous (Josh. 1:8) Chinese New Year in the Lord

And to All of You:
A Fruitful New Year in His Service,


Thank you for your Prayer Fellowship and Practical Partnership.

May the Eyes of the Lord watch over you always throughout this whole year.

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy Psa. 33:18
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Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I shall be each week (DV). I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. Thank You.

	Where I am on the Lord’s Day and What I am Speaking on …
	Please Praise or Pray God for blessing on … …

	05, Jan. 
	At Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre on Merry Christmas and Happy New Year?!
	This study on why Christians refrain from wishing each other A Merry Christmas. What are the implications behind such greeting? Pray for a Biblical approach and a right Christian attitude towards the festivals, viz. Christmas, New Year and Chinese New Year.



	11-12 

Jan. 
	At Taiping Gospel Hall on Enoch, who walked with God.
	This study of the Rapture of the Church, the Relationship of the Christian with Christ in the walk of faith and Christ’s Coming for the World when He is Revealed to all based on the picture and prophecy of Enoch.



	13-17 Jan.
	Attending MMS “EC System Seminar” at Sepang, Selangor.
	The close-door Mission Conference organised by MMS to listen to reports from the Lord’s servants who are serving in sensitive areas in the world after the September 11 tragedy. Praise God for a Christian couple who lovingly sponsored me to attend this Conference.



	19 Jan. 
	Rest week. 
	The needed rest after the previous busy days and the need to prepare for the coming study on the Chinese New Year of the Ram.



	26 Jan.
	At Bukit Mertajam GC 
	The study of the Chinese New Year of the Ram commencing today. As is with my annual “pilgrimage” I shall be visiting all the assemblies in Penang during these weeks to study with them The Ram, what the Bible has to teach about it and the lessons that a Christian can gain from such study. I completed the study of the 12 animals in the cycle of the Chinese calendar two years ago. This is a repeat with a fresh look at the study material and coming out with new insights. Pray that the Lord will make this study alive to all concerned and they may take heed to the challenges put before them even as the Chinese brethren go into a new year.



	02 Feb.
	At Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Eng.) 
	

	09 Feb. 
	At Sungei Ara GH and BRGH  (Chinese). 
	

	16 Feb.
	At Butterworth GH 
	

	23 Feb.
	At Island Glades GC
	

	02 Mar
	At Sungei Nibong GH 
	

	09, 16 Mar.
	At Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall 
	A two-session series yet to be decided upon. Pray God for wisdom to choose the appropriate studies that will benefit the saints there.



	21-23 Mar.
	At Bidor Gospel Centre on The Hermeneutics of Prophecy and Survey of Revelation.
	The study of how to understand the Book of Revelation with the help of Hermeneutical Principles of Prophecy in place. It is intended to have a general grasp of this book without going into details. Pray that through this study the believers there may be encouraged to study this book for themselves.



	30 Mar
	Free
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