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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the Defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7)

Ebenezer - Hitherto hath the LORD Helped (me)

October is significant in my life, because on 20 Oct. 1996, the Burmah Road Gospel Hall Oversight commended me to the Assemblies of the Lord’s people in Malaysia and Singapore. Thus, began the journey of faith to serve the Lord and to minister to His people.

In Opening Doors…

Since then, the Lord has not only opened the doors to these two countries, but also to Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar, India, Indonesia and Australia. 

When the disciples returned to the Lord, after having been sent forth, He asked them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. Lk. 22:35, 36

The above has been the core of my commission and, after six years, I can still answer the Lord’s question, Nothing.  He has never failed me all these years of ministry to Him and His people. Where He has called, He has supplied the resources and there was no lack. Ebenezer.

In Shutting Doors

I had planned to go for a holiday in July after my heavy programme from January to June and in anticipation of the still heavier load from August onwards. Instead, July was spent at home with a few days’ rest at Cameron Highlands with the Northern Region Fellowship Camp from 10-13, July. 

Ebenezer - Hitherto hath the LORD Helped (me).

August was “Tragic” and Triumphant, Sad and Glad.

The Lord Helped me when I was Sad

The Central Perak Biblical Hermeneutics Seminar and Workshop (Aug. 2-4) was memorable for the good turnout and active participation of matured believers from Keladang, Ipoh and Batu Gajah assemblies. At the end of the last night session, I exchanged pleasantries with 29-year-old sis. Fay Liang Fei Siang, a committed and active worker from Batu Gajah Gospel Hall. When I reached home the next morning, I received news that she had been shockingly murdered in the Mission House where she was staying alone by a youth living opposite her. The murderer and his accomplices were caught the next day. The police inspector attributed it to the prayers of the Christians for the prompt arrest! 

The same evening my wife and I received a phone call to stand by a dear sister of ours as she awaited news of a biopsy to see if her husband had cancer. He had!

That day was a sad homecoming.

Further sad news was yet to come. On 25 Aug. I received news that Mr. Lim Tiang Leong had been called home. He was the elder of Bethesda Ang Mo Kio, Singapore and a very committed elder who loved the Lord and His people. Cancer had finally succumbed to the Lord’s bidding for him to go home. I would miss him dearly the next time I visit Ang Mo Kio.

The Lord Helped me when I was Glad

While in Kledang, I received news that Joy Chan, the Lord’s commended worker in Gopeng suffered from a prolapsed disc and needed costly surgery. The Lord’s timing was good. She and Francis were down to report on the Gopeng work on Penang Mission Night on Aug. 22. The Lord led the saints in Penang to have fellowship with her. It came to the amount she needed for the surgery on Aug. 26. Lacked ye anything? – Nothing!
The longed-for holiday materialised when my youngest son, Alvin and his wife, requested their parents to spend time with them before they left for Canada in December to study in a Bible Seminary there. The holiday funds had earlier been provided for by our children at our wedding anniversary. From August 12-18 we shared the dearest moments we had ever shared in our life together at Damai Baeach, Sarawak. It was also an opportunity to get to know our new daughter-in-law, Huey Fern, more intimately. They were precious moments to be treasured  - Resting, Relaxing, Relating to one another,  and Reaching its climax in the Remembrance of the Lord in Room 221 in Damai Beach Hotel. There was no nearby church there, so on this Lord’s Day we broke break and drank of the cup together. Tears flowed freely as the two men commemorated the Lord and shared their thoughts on John 4:22-24 and the first worship service in Gen. 22. It was memorable and the Lord was present. Lacked ye anything? – Nothing.

When we returned home on the 18th, I was back to my preparations for Mission Night on 21 Aug. and my Sunday morning message at BRGH on The History and Heritage of Homes on 25 Aug. and the Four Men in II Timothy Four at Butterworth Gospel Hall on 1st. Sept.

The Lord Helped me in what He Bade

Two years ago, I received an invitation from Dr. GD James, his faithful servant, to go to Sydney and speak in some assemblies there. I had to turn it down because of my tight schedule last year. The second invitation came this year, but I was not prepared to go such a long way just to take half-hour devotional messages, when at the same time there was also an invitation to visit South India and the Word-thirsty assemblies there whose believers would sit on the floor for hours listening to the Word. Certainly there was a greater need in India. However, the Lord closed this door for personal reasons. Finally a third invitation came through the Blacktown Faith Community Church where Dr. James is elder, with Mr. Laurie Cowell and Mr. Sonny Ng. The invitation to my wife and me was in faith as BFCC is a small assembly mainly of migrants. This time it was for a teaching itinerary on Christ’s 2nd Coming.

The Lord Opened the Door and Bade me go.

Deut. 31:6-9,11-13

My wife and I left KLIA on 2nd  Sept. and arrived to a cool dawn at Sydney Airport on the 3rd. For the next three days I was taken on a familiarization tour of GLO Training School, Australian Mission Tidings Office, the Assembly Senior Citizens’ Retirement Village, etc.  I spent the rest of the time preparing for my studies, while at the same time catching up with Sonny and Juno Ng with whom my wife and I were staying. They made us completely at home away from home, giving us free access to every niche and corner in their house. The fridge was no exception, and self-made juices for breakfast was the order every day. My wife and the Ngs had sweet cooking fellowship with Mr. & Mrs. Ooi Ghee Soon who were staying at the granny’s flat in the compound of the Ngs’ home at the back.  Mr. & Mrs. Ooi were formerly from Island Glades Gospel Centre Penang. They really appreciated the opportunity to speak Penang Hokkien again.

My first informal speaking engagement commenced on Friday with the BFCC Prayer Meeting at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Laurie Cowell on 6th Sept.  followed by a delicious Australian light refreshments specially prepared by Margaret Cowell.

I began my teaching ministry at Eastwood Gospel Chapel on Saturday with two sessions from 4.00-7.00p.m. with a meal break in between. On the Lord’s Day, I spoke at the morning meeting and another spontaneously arranged Bible Class (this was an additional session on special request) after lunch with a meeting in the evening. Former Penang friends Dr. & Mrs. Lim Ewe Soon and Mr. & Mrs. Goh Hee Chye were there as well.

On Monday, my wife and I moved residence to stay with the Donsworths at Lugarno in order to be near Bexley for my meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday. On Tuesday, I spoke to the 60 odd senior citizens from a nearby Retirement Village. Wednesday was the Bexley Gospel Hall prayer meeting where I was given an hour to begin the first of two teaching meetings. The second would be on Sunday evening.

Thursday was scheduled to be my rest day. Instead, I joined and spoke at the GLO Staff Lunch to the Staff and Students of GLO and in the evening at the GLO Prayer Meeting, I was invited to give a report of Mission work in Malaysia.

On Friday I began the first of two teaching meetings with BFCC, followed by a youth session on Saturday, and the second on the Lord’s Day morning. As I could not complete the study, there was a request for an additional session after lunch at the sacrifice of my nap! After an early dinner, we proceeded to Bexley for my last meeting in Sydney.

The next afternoon we were at the home of Dr. & Mrs. Lim Ewe Soon to rest and relax. They took us to the Blue Mountains (my first and last sight-seeing trip!) before leaving for home the next day (18th ) after a very profitable time of ministry in Sydney. At the end of it all, do I hear the question again, 

Lacked ye anything? – Nothing.  Ebenezer.

My wife and I would like to thank all of you (including the BRGH Anonymous believer’s instalment fellowship) most sincerely for extending to us your prayer fellowship and generous practical partnership in our mission to Sydney.

[For those desirous of a detailed 3-page account of the mission, you can request for it by phone or email. Kindly refer to the Berita Bethel Letterhead above.]
From 27th to 29th I had the privilege to hold special teaching meetings at the spacious new Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall building. It was the second Sunday the believers were meeting there. I was also the first guest to occupy their comfortable guest room. We had a good time together studying Church Alive (Rev. chs. 2 & 3) – an appropriate study in their new building. 

Truly the Lord has helped my wife and me this whole term and we can answer the question most sincerely,

Lacked ye anything?

Nothing.

Ebenezer!
Because of space, I shall record the HENCEFORTH part (where I’ll be this term) of the Berita in the form below: 

Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The following table gives an idea to prayer-partners where I am each week. I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. Thank You.

	Where I am on the Lord’s Day and What I am Speaking on …
	Please Praise or Pray God for … …

	20, Oct. 
	at BRGH 

on My God, My Shepherd – His Presence for me
	Today, six years ago when my home assembly accepted, released and commended me to a teaching ministry in other assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore. Since then the Lord has opened doors to regions beyond. Pray for my continued faithfulness to Him and His Word, for heath and journey mercies; for full faith in Him to open doors, to lead, to guide and to provide.

	27-29 

Oct. 
	at Jalan Imbi Chapel, Kuala Lumpur
on The Beauty and the Beast
	This study on the prophetic chapters of Daniel. This study is most timely in the light of developing world events. Pray that the message of God’s prophetical word may speak clearly to all concerned and the Lord’s people may be challenged to the urgency of the hour they are living in.

	03, Nov.
	at IGGC 

Treasures of Light 
	This 2-part study of the Seven Sayings of the Saviour on the Cross. Pray that all may treasure the lessons learnt from the first three of the Saviour’s Heart Utterances in noon light. Pray for hearts to be touched 

	10, Nov. 
	at IGGC 

on Treasures 0f Darkness 
	This week’s study on the last four Sayings of the Saviour in darkness. Pray that the Lord’s people will have a better understanding of the Lord’s Sufferings on the Cross as they eavesdropped His intimate utterances in His relationship to Himself, to God and Man.

	17, Nov.


	at BRGH 

on My God, My Sovereign – He Reigns 
	His Blessings on the saints at BRGH as they continue their study series on My God, My Sovereign this month. He Reigns in the Heart, in the Home and now in Human contacts and relationships outside. Pray for a practical application.

	22-24 Nov. 
	at Bidor G. C. 

on Hermeneutics Seminar & Workshop 
	This three-day hands-on practical seminar on how to interpret scriptures using sound Biblical principles. Pray for the Spirit’s guidance and wisdom in understanding and interpreting His truths.

	01, Dec.
	at Butterworth G. H. 

on a Topic yet to be decided. 
	Wisdom in the choice of a topic that will meet the needs of this assembly. Pray for the leaders and for a shepherd’s heart to feed, care and protect the sheep under their overseeing responsibility..

	6-9, 

Dec. 
	Klang Gospel Hall Bible Camp in Malacca.
	The Camp as they study how Nehemiah rallied his people to build the Wall and to learn precious lessons on their relationships at home, church and in the outside world.

	15, Dec. 
	Free – maybe in KL. 
	My son, Alvin and his wife, Huey Fern, as they leave today for Canada to study in a Bible School there for 2½ years to enhance their present ministry among under- and post-graduates, and young professional adults. They are launching out in faith in obedience to the Lord’s Call to serve in this area. 

	22, Dec.
	My God Seated on the Throne - My God, My All in All at BRGH
	This last study of the year on the BRGH theme, Me, My Church and My God. At the Consummation of the Age He will be crowned King of Kings and Lord of Lords – My All and in All. Pray for a fitting Finish to this great theme. 

	25, Dec.

(Wed.)
	Christmas Service at BMGC
	This assembly as they gather for this special service to remember the Birth of the Lord. I shall miss the Special Song Service in my home assembly this year in order to help this small assembly at Bukit Mertajam. 


On behalf of my wife and family, I take this opportunity to wish all of you the Lord’s Richest Blessings for a Most Meaningful Remembrance of the Lord in His Birth in December

and a Prosperous (Josh. 1:8) New Year, 2003
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