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My Faithful prayer partner/s in the Faith and in the Defense

of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7), 

Walking in Faith

On 5th January 2002, I attended a Northern Region Fellowship Camp Planning Committee meeting. While there, I phoned up Mr. Lee Min Choon, elder of The Life Chapel, for the venue and theme of their annual assembly retreat to which they have invited me to be the Speaker. He told me the theme was Walking In Faith. Since then, thoughts of it have preyed very strongly upon my mind and I have adopted it for this current issue of the Berita.

The Men of Faith

This theme was confirmed to me in my morning meditations a couple of days later. Two antediluvians walked with God in faith. Enoch walked with God (Gen. 5:22, 24) and Noah walked with God (Gen. 6:9). These two will definitely be among the men and women of faith whom we shall study at the Retreat.

What is this walk of faith? Faith is that substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, and without it, it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:1, 6). It is the implicit and explicit obedience to what God tells us to do without doubting, going through doors that He has opened, and refraining to pass through those He has closed without questioning. Treating Him, His Person, His Precepts, His Promises, His Provisions and even His Prohibitions, though not seen, as Real, not virtually real, but really real.

This walk was very evident in my personal and related experiences last term.

The Marriage of Faith

On 8 Dec. 2001, a 13-year walk of a faith-friendship between my youngest son, Alvin and his sister in Christ, Huey Fern culminated in marriage for them. It was a “miracle” marriage of faith that stood the test of time, distance, patience, true love and immoveable faith in God that finally overcame all odds and saw them on their knees as they took their vows together before the Lord. 

My eldest son’s (Christopher’s) and his family’s attendance at the marriage was another test of faith. It was just after the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on the Twin Towers. All in the US were shaken and air travel dived to its lowest ebb. Chris was not sure he should come. Faith in God prevailed and we had a wonderful Family Reunion at Fraser’s Hill, Kuala Lumpur and in Penang. The last time the full seven-member Ung Family got together was for Dorothy’s wedding 12 years ago. This year four more joined the clan for the family photo.

The Missions of Faith

Commencing this year, the Assembly Missionary Prayer Bulletin, The ECHOS, which I edit, struck out on a venture of faith trusting only the Lord for all its resources. The ECHOS Mission Committee unanimously decided on this after having received from the Lord tokens of His mind in this regard.

Last year I was invited by Blacktown Faith Community Assembly, Sydney to go on a preaching tour of a few assemblies there. My wife was also invited. It was stated clearly that the invitation was one based on faith in God, for them and for us. In other words, we have to trust God for our fares.  After some hesitation, (not because of the fares, but to seek His Leading) the Lord gave the green light and I committed my wife and myself to Him. Meetings have now been planned for Sept. 5-16 this year. This mission of faith is not something new as many of the Lord’s servants travel on this trail as well. In fact all my missions abroad have been Missions of Faith. The acceptance of the Australian invitation also closed the door to another from India at about the same time. In the walk of faith the Lord opens and closes doors. (Acts 16:6-10)

The Moments of Faith

My fortnightly Bethel Bible Class resumed on 11 Jan, continuing our study of McKay’s booklet on Assembly Distinctives.  We studied chapter 8 on “No Salaried Ministry” for the Lord’s servants. This distinctive is fast losing out for many of the Lord’s workers today. Some have entered into a contractual “salary” with churches and organisations under the notion that the church/organisation must take care of their material needs to free them of all anxieties in order for them to do the work of the Lord well. Undoubtedly the Lord blesses the work they do, but they may have lost out on the moments of joy and thrill in seeing how God is Real in supplying their basic needs when they need them at the right moment in their Walk of Faith.

The Ministry of Faith

I continue to thank the Lord for the prayer fellowship and practical partnership which His assemblies and people have consistently extended to me in my teaching ministry. For this year, except July (my rest month), my roster is full. A few have remarked that I may have over-committed myself. Again, this is a ministry of faith. There have been occasions when the Lord shuts the door. However, when and where He opens it, His servant walks through. The rest has to be left to Him. His servant’s responsibility is to be available; then He will enable him to be able.

Indeed this year is really a test of faith in God, as practically every month I go out of Penang. Added faith is needed for fresh preparations have to be made because many of the series of studies I shall be doing (DV) are relatively new and have never been taught before, while others have to be expanded upon., viz.

Mar. 28-30 - The Creatures Connected with Easter at the Penang Combined Assembly Easter Conference at Burmah Road Gospel Hall.

May 3-5 - The Prepositions of the Holy Spirit at Kepong/Sri Damansara Gospel Centre, KL

May 25-28 –Walking in Faith, Life Chapel Retreat, PJ

Aug. 2-4 - Biblical Hermeneutics at Kledang Community Centre/Batu Gajah Gospel Hall, Perak

Sept. 27-29  - Church Government at Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall, Perak.

Apart from the above, there are the other “old” topics in the following places, viz.

Jan. 18-20 – The Feasts of Yahweh at Bidor G.C.

Feb – Mar – The Chinese New Year of the Horse in all 

                       the seven assemblies in Penang;

May 29-June 1 – Northern Region Fellowship Camp

June 14-16 – Church Alive at Butterworth G.H.

June 24-28 –Biblical Eschatology at GLO Taiping.

Oct 25-27 
 – The Beauty and the Beasts at Jalan Imbi C.

Nov. 22-24 – Biblical Hermeneutics at Bidor G.C.

The Means of Faith

Another part of my ministry of faith is to share with those who labour in God’s Vineyard the Means of Faith the Master has given me. “Freely receive, freely give”, the Lord commissioned His disciples in Matt. 10:8

First, let me acknowledge the anonymous gift in a Hong-Kong and Shanghai Bank envelope consistently dropped into the offering bag by a BRGH saint. Thank you for this fellowship.

Second, I would like to acknowledge another BRGH anonymous December 2001gift with this note: Don’t worry but commit it to the Lord. This gift will be coming to you regularly for your Mission Trip to India. The Indian mission, supposedly to take place this year, has been deferred indefinitely. (See earlier comments) 

This believer can now respond accordingly. Only the Lord knows these “anonymous” saints and will reward them for their fellowship in this faith ministry.

The Lord is indeed a Faithful God and He will never Fail those who Walk in Faith trusting Him Fully.

My wife joins me in wishing all of you A Belated Blessed Christmas and New Year (Thank you for the Greeting cards). We also wish our Chinese brethren,

A Blessed, Fruitful and 



Prosperous (Josh. 1:8) 



Chinese New Year.
Page of Praise and Prayer Points
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16, NIV
To facilitate prayer partners in intercession, and to link all in the circle of prayer, I have tabulated below the Praise and Prayer Points to be brought before the Lord each week on a Saturday. The Lord’s Day is not chosen because it is the time for us to gather at the Lord’s Supper to remember and worship the Lord. 

The following table will also furnish an idea to prayer-partners where I am each week. I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have so consistently and faithfully upheld my wife and me before the Lord. Thank You.

	Date
	Where I am on Sunday
	Please Praise or Pray God for …

	2 Feb
	Year of the Horse at Butterworth Gospel Hall


	The first study on The Horse in connection with the Chinese New Year. This is the first of the 2nd cycle that I shall be doing. It will be repeated in six other assemblies in Penang. Pray that with each repetition the Lord will give fresh spiritual insights to make the message living, meaningful and dynamic for both the speaker and the listeners.

	9 Feb
	Year of the Horse at Bukit Mertajam G. C.


	Other Lord’s servants who are labouring in His Vineyard in faith, trusting Him only for their supplies. The Malaysian Missionary Services has set aside this month for assemblies to pray for these workers and to demonstrate their practical fellowship with them through MMS.

	16 Feb
	Year of the Horse at Burmah Road G. H. (English) – 8.30a.m.

Burmah Road G. H. (Chinese) – 11.00a.m.

20 Feb. Mission Night
	The Lord’s protection on my wife and me as we move around in Penang. Last month while I was searching for a parking space for my 32-year-old faithful Honda Cub along busy Beach Street, suddenly the door of a parked station wagon swung open to stop me instantly in my path. My pillioned wife and I fell down with the bike on top of her. She was lying flat on the roadside. My middle finger was cut with blood flowing out freely and abrasions on my neck, hands and legs. My wife had bruises on her elbow and legs. It was a blessing that the exhaust part of the bike did not land on her bare legs. Other than that we were back on my bike, well enough to seek medical aid nearby. Praise the Lord that we were not worse than we could be. 

For Wye Choon and his wife Swee Gim who will report on their ministry in a limited access country.

	23 Feb
	Year of the Horse at Sungei Nibong G.H.

5.00p.m. – Biblical Assembly Distinctives.
	Good health to be given. The tearing in my eyes and occasional arthritic aches are still there, probably because of hours spent in research and staring at the computer screen in the preparation of the studies. Pray for sustaining grace.

The resumption of the fortnightly SNGH-Assembly Bible Class at 5.00p.m. for all leaders and those interested from the Penang assemblies. 

	02 Mar
	Year of the Horse at

Island Glades G. C.


	Confidence to be given to my wife as she moves about. She has lost over 50% of her right vision. She has had four falls already in recent years. This is bad for her on-setting osteoporosis for which she is under medication.

	09 Mar
	Year of the Horse at

Sungei Ara G. H.
	Safe journey mercies to be given to me, and occasionally my wife and me, as we travel from place with me teaching the Word.

	16 Mar
	Free
	Preparations for the Easter Conference from 29-31 March. (See below.)

	23 Mar
	My Relationships at

Burmah Road G.H.
	My home assembly and the Oversight as they seek to re-kindle the believers’ first love for the Lord, the Word and for one another this year.

	30 Mar
	29-31 – The Creatures Connected with Easter at Penang Combined Assembly Easter Conference at BRGH.

31a.m. – Easter Sunday at Island Glades G.C.
	Special anointing from above as I seek to direct the thoughts of the saints in Penang to the Redemptive Mission of the Lord in His Death, Burial and Resurrection for these three nights. Pray that both believers and unbelievers may be spoken to by the Lord Himself through the Spirit’s in-working in their hearts. Pray too for the members of the respective assembles who will be taking part, in particular the Oversight of Island Glades Gospel Centre who is organizing the Conference. Pray for those who will be baptised on Sunday evening.

	06 April
	The Preposotions of the Holy Spirit (?) at

Sungei Nibong GH
	Guidance from the Lord for the right series of studies to be done that will benefit the members there for the next three Sundays. It is likely that it will be a continuation on The Prepositions of the Holy Spirit first introduced last year. Pray for the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in this study of His ministry in the believer, in the church and in the world.
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