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My faithful prayer partners in the Faith and in the Defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:5, 7),

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:1)

A. First  Anniversary   (Oct. 20, 1997)

It is now ONE year since my home assembly Commended me to a full-time teaching ministry to assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore.  The time has come therefore for me to take solemn stock of the reality of my Call and Commission.

The Call.

The Call was to go out from my home assembly to teach the Word as intimated to me in the meditation of the following scriptures in Luke:-

· No prophet is accepted in his own country. (4:14)
· I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also, for therefore am I sent.  (4:43)
· The people pressed upon Him to hear the Word of God. (5:1)

· And He sat down and taught the people. (5:3)

· Launch out into the deep and let down your nets. (5:4)

· Nevertheless, at Thy word, I will let down the net. (5:5)

· Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men. (5:10)

· Carry neither purse, nor bag, nor shoes, …(10:4)

· And in the same house remain eating, and drinking such things as they give, for the labourer is worthy of his hire. (10:7)

· Etc., etc.

The Confirmation

With the Call, came the Confirmation from prevailing extraordinary Circumstances (for which space does not allow to relate) that finally led to my assembly recognising the Call and Commending me to this present ministry.

The Commission to go forth

Since then the Voice of the Lord has been Verified in the many open-door opportunities given to me in keeping with His Plans for me. Without pushing at any door, doors were just opened by the Spirit (Acts 16:4-9) for me to enter to minister to the saints in Bible Camps, Family (Church) Camps, Regional Fellowship Camps, special series of week-end meetings held in the Klang Valley (KL, PJ, Klang), Kampar, Taiping, Port Dickson, Cameron Highlands and Pulau  Langkawi.

Outside Peninsula Malaysia, invitations were also received to minister in Cambodia and Vietnam (Dec. 96), Phuket (May, 97), Sabah (June 97) and Singapore (Aug. 97).  Also my wife and I had the opportunity to visit the Holy Land in July, 97.  More about this later.

With practically every Sunday (when in Penang) going the rounds among the five assemblies here as well, the whole year kept me busy seeking to fulfil God’s Call and Commission.

The Lord has been gracious to grant me (sometimes with my wife) journey mercies in all my travels (by plane, train, boat, ferry, bus, taxi, car, motor-cycle), and to protect me from accidents, harm, danger and sickness as well as to provide, not only for all my personal needs, but also to enable me to assist others of His servants in greater need, through the generosity of His saints as I give back to the Lord’s Work and Workers part of what I receive from His people.

I thank the Lord too for an understanding and supportive wife who often has to stay home alone, and my children who have to put up with a "Hi-Bye Dad” – their nick-name for me, whenever I have a chance to visit them

In spite of this, I have them to thank for in their coming out with a 60th Birthday Present for my wife and I, when they and their spouses came together to sponsor us on a tour of the Holy Land from 30th July to 5th August.
B. 
 Tour   of  the  Holy  Land.

This was not mentioned in the last Berita Bethel, because the Tour was rather sudden as the children took advantage of a special Tour package offered to pastors, elders and leaders of churches. We were given very short notice to prepare for the trip, though the gift was revealed to us on my birthday months ago.

The Tour of the Holy Land was memorable to both my wife and I. (I am taking this opportunity to write about it here because of requests by some of you to do so.)  We never thought we could step into the footprints of our Lord, see the things He saw, visited the places He went to – but we did! 

On our midnight flight to Amman on July 31, our plane made an emergency landing at Abu Dhabi International Airport on one engine because of suspected engine failure. Consequently, our itinerary to Jerusalem was delayed. When we arrived at Jericho, we were informed that a suicide bombing took place earlier in Jerusalem and 13 people had died. We were to visit this very place the next day!  And in the end, it turned out that there was no fault with the plane engine! – it was just a faulty meter reading. Did God’s finger stop the hand in the meter?  We never knew and would never know. Still, we offered our Thanksgiving to the Lord.

After crossing Allenby Bridge, we were taken to see the “sycamore tree” Zacchaeus was believed to have climbed, witness the ruins of Jericho           (obviously not the original walls), and climb the mount where Jesus was tempted. Then we travelled from Jericho (passing through Samaria) to the Sea of Galilee in the north. We were sure the Good Samaritan would have come to our rescue if we were waylaid on the way there!

Refreshed, the next morning, we sailed across the calm, blue Sea of Galilee in a boat. In that atmosphere, I soon found myself singing  :-

By Blue Galilee, Jesus walked of old, 

By Blue Galilee, wondrous things He told,

Saviour still my Teacher be,

Showing wondrous things to me,

As of old by Galilee, Blue Galilee.

Halfway across, we stopped for a service. We visualized ourselves caught in a storm. (The calm sea notoriously could turn treacherous at any moment.) We could hear our Lord rebuking the waves, Peace be still!  and His disciples, Why are ye so fearlful?  We could hear the Lord say to Peter, Come, and not long later, Peter crying out, Lord, save me! These were memorable moments - thrusting us into the reality of history.

As of old, we landed on the opposite shore. We walked to our coach. On the way, we could hear that call, “Follow Me!” Yes, it was here that the Lord first called His disciples – by the sea-shore.

So we followed Him to Capernaum to visit the ruins of Peter’s house. No, we did not get to meet his mother-in-law. From there, we went to a Jewish synagogue.  Could we see then the twelve-year old Jesus, questioning the Jewish leaders and how they marvelled at His great wisdom? We thought we did! 

In the afternoon, we attended the wedding at Cana and we drank of the sweet reddish Cana wine, which is now used for the Passover. We wondered then if it was originally just water! Nazareth was our next stop, but “nothing good” can now be seen from that town.

On our way to Jerusalem, in the hot afternoon, we could hear John the Baptist crying against the hundreds of Jews listening to him, “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand!”, and we could see the crowds being baptized at River Jordan, even as we went down to play with its deep-green waters with our bare feet. 

We had a view too of the rich fertile Jordan Valley and saw the Plains of Meggido. We wondered how this rich, fruitful green valley will on the Day of the Lord turn blood-red, when God gathers all the nations against Jerusalem for that last campaign at Armageddon. 

Finally we reached Jerusalem at night. What happened there will have to be deferred to the next Berita Bethel.  (Vol. 1 No. 3)

In the meanwhile, continue to pray for the Peace of Jerusalem  (Psa. 122:5) and the Jews that they may turn to their Messiah.

Remember too my wife and me. Do pray for God’s protection as I travel from place to place, for the Spirit’s Power as I minister to His people, and for the Lord’s Image to be projected, honoured and glorified.

This first year in His Majesty’s Service has been one of Confirmation of His Call, and I look forward from henceforth to more open doors to serve Him, not only at home but also beyond. Thank you for your faithful prayer fellowship and practical partnership in this ministry.

My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Phil. iv. 19, 20

Yours in His Love and Service,

